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To  the  Right  Honourable 


THE 


o 
o 


Earl  of  Halifax, 

Firft  Lord  Commiffioner 
For  Trade  and  Plantations. 


tv 


^     My    LORD, 

E  R  M  I  T   me  once 

more  to  wait  upon 

Vour  Lordlhip  with 

a  new  Edition  of  the 

enfuing  Treatife,  now  greatly 

enlarg- 
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enlarged,  and,  I  hope,  in 'lame 
Refpects,  made  lefs  unworthy 
of  Your  Lordlhip'-s  Protection. 
A  Treatife  relating  to  the  Inte- 
refts  and  Cornrnerpe  of  Great 
BHtam^' nkturaliy  feeks^  tb'  fhel- 
ter  itfelf  under  the  Patrpnaee  of 
an  Earl  of  Halifax. 


But  there  is  ftill  a  more 
particular  Motive  for  this  Ad- 
drefe.  His  Majefty,  ever  ftu- 
dious  of  the  Good  of  his  People, 
in  appointing  Yj^ur  Lordftiip 
Firft  Cornmifiioner  of  Trade  and 
Plantations,  hath  flxev^n  the  moft 
vigilant  Regard  to  the  Welfare 
of  both,  by  committing  this 
r*.  import- 
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vn 


important  Superintendency  to 
Hands  univerfally  allowed  the 
moft  able,  and  the  moft  inclined 
to  execute  fo  great  a  Truft  with 
increafmg  Succefs.  Your  Lord- 
fliip,  in  a  very  fliort  Space  of 
Time,  has  confirmed  our  warm- 
eft  Hopes.  And  Great  Britain^ 
with  its  dependent  Colonies, 
form  to  themfelves  the  moft 
pleafing  Profpefts  on  this  Occa- 
fion. 

We  r  e  not  Your  Lordfhip's 
Candour  great  as  your  Abilities, 
this  inconfiderable  Performance 
would  never  have  appeared  be- 
fore fo  fkilful  a  Judge,  nor  the 

Author 
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Author  have  prefumed  to  pro- 
fefs  Himfelf  in  fo  publick  a  man^ 
ner,  what  in  great  Truth  He  is^ 
with  the  utmoft  Refpe6i  and 
Efteem, 


Uy  lord. 

Tour  Lord/bip's  tnoji  Ohdientj 
And  moji  Devoted 
Hutnhh  Servant. 


THE 

INTRODUCTION. 


L  L  Commerce  is  founded  upon 
the  Wants,  7iatural  or  artifi- 
cial^ real  or  imaginary^  which 
the  People  of  different  Coun- 
tries, or  the  different  Claffes  of 
Inhabitants  of  the  fame  Coun- 
try, are  defirous,  in  defed:  of  their  own  fingle 
Abilities,  to  fupply  by  mutual  Intercourfe.     If 
this  Commerce  be  carried  on  between  tlie  In- 
habitants of  the    fune  Country,    with    the 
Growth  or  Manufacfture  of  that  Country  on- 
ly, it  is  called  Home  Consumption  :   which 
is  fo  far  ferviceable,  as  it  preferves  the  feveral 
Profeffions  and  Stations  of  Life  in  their  due 
Order ^  as  it  promotes  Arts  and  Sciences,  with 
a  Rotation  of  Induflry,  Wealth,  and  mutual 
Good   Offices  between   the  Members  of  any 
Community.      For  thefe    Rcafons,   Traflick, 
mex-ely  of  this  kind,  is  of  great  Importance, 
though  it   neither  increafc^  nor  diminifies  the 
Publick  Stock  of  Natioiud  Trcafurc. 

jB  But 
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But  Providence  having  intended  that  there 
fliould  be  a  mutual  Depend ance  and  Connec- 
tion between  Mankind  in  general,  we  find  it 
almofl  impoiTible  for  any  particular  People  to 
live,  with  tolerable  Comfort,  and  in  a  civilized 
State,  independent  of  all  their  Neighbours. 
Befides,  it  is  natural  for  Men  to  extend  their 
Views,  and  their  Wifhes,  beyond  the  Limits 
of  a  lingle  Community,  and  to  be  defirous  of 
enjoying  the  Produce  or  Manufacflures  of  other 
Countries,  which  they  muft  purchafe  by  fome 
Exchar.ge.  Now  this  Intercourfe  with  other 
Nations  is  called  Foreign  Trade.  And 
in  the  Exchange  of  Commodities,  if  one  Na- 
tion pays  the  other  a  Quantity  of  Gold  or  Sil- 
ver over  and  above  its  Property  of  other  Kinds, 
this  is  called  a  Balance  againfl  that  Nation 
in  favour  of  the  other.  And  the  whole  Sci- 
cnce  of  gainfid  Commerce  confljls  in  the  brings 
ing  thisjhiglc  Point  to  bear  *.  Now  there  can 
be  but  one  ge?ieral  Method  for  putting  it  in 

Pradice ; 

*  Tills  13  fpoken  with  refpefl  to  the  ultimate  Balance 
of  Trade.  For  in  reference  to  the  intermediate  Balance,  it 
doth  not  ahuays  hold  true.  A  Trade  may  be  beneficial 
to  the  Nation,  where  the  Imports  exceed  the  Export Sy 
and  confequently  the  Balance  paid  in  Specie,  if  that  Trade, 
dirc6tly  or  indirectly,  is  necejfary  for  the  carrying  on  of 
another  ?mre  profitable  and  advantageous.  But  then  it  is 
to  be  obferved,  This  Trade  is  not  beneficial,  confidered 
in  itfclf,  but  only  as  it  is  relative  and  fubfervient  to  the 
carrying  on  of  another.  This  is  the  Cafe,  with  refpedt 
to   tl)c  grcatsft  Part  of  our  Trade  to  the  Baltick,  and 

the 
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Pradice  ;  and  that  is,  fince  Gold  and  Silver  is 
the  unherfal  Standard iov  making  an  Efi'njiate 
of  the  Value,  and  regulatmg  the  Frke  of  the 
Commodities  or  Manufadures  of  both  Coun- 
tries, to  export  LARGER  ^lantities  oi  our  own^ 
and 'import  LESS  oi  theirs-,  fo  that  what  is 
wanting  in  the  Value  of  their  Merchandife, 
compared  with  ours,  may  be  paid  in  Gold  and 
Silver.  The  Confequence  of  which  will  be. 
That  thefe  Metals  will  be  continually  increaf- 
ing  with  Us,  as  far  as  relates  to  that  particular 
Trade  and  Nation,  and  decreafing  with  them. 
And  in  what  Proportion  foever  their  Money 
comes  into  our  Country,  in  that  Proportion  it 
may  truly  be  affirmed.  That  our  Sailors^ 
Freighters,  Merchants,  "l^radefme?!.  Manufac- 
turers, 'Tenants,  Landlords,  Duties,  Taxes^ 
Excifes,  &c.  &c.  are  paid  at  their  Expence. 

THEPRiNCiPLESof  Trade  therefore  be- 
ing fo  clear  and  certain  in  themfelves,  and  with- 
al fo  obvious  to  any  Man  of  common  Capacity 
and  Application,  it  is  a  very  furprizing  Matter 
how  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  both  Men  of  good 
Underftanding  are  many  times  totally  ignorant 
B  2  of 

the  Eajl-Irdlcs :  They  are  iTiJirmncntal  in  procuring  a 
Balance  elfeivhere,  though,  properly  ipeaking,  difachan- 
ta^eom  in  themfelves.  Which  brings  the  Matter  to  the 
Point  from  whence  we  fct  out  ;  c/z.  "  1  hat  the  whole 
"  Science  of  gainful  Commerce  confifts,  ultmnieiy,  in 
«'  procuring  a  Balance  of  Gold  or  Silver  to  Ourfclvcs 
*'  from  other  Nations." 
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of  them,  and  Merchants  themfelves  fo  divided 
in  their  Sentiments  about  them. 

As  to  the  frjl  Cafe,  perhaps  it  may  be  ac- 
counted for,  if  we  confider  what  difadvanfa- 
gecus  Notions  Men  of  a  liberal  and  learned 
Education  have  imbibed  of  this  noble  and  inte- 
rejting  Science  j  on  which  the  'Riches^  the 
Strength  J  the  Glory ,  and  I  may  add,  the  very 
Freedom  of  our  Country,  fo  elTentially  depend. 
Yet  it  has  been  reprefented  as  a  dry  unenter- 
taining  Subje(5t,  dark  and  crabbed,  perplexed 
with  endlefs  Difficulties,  not  reducible  to  any 
fixed  and  certain  Principles  j  and  therefore  fit 
for  none,  but  the  Merca?2tile  Part  of  the 
World,  whofe  Subfiflence  depends  upon  it,  to 
give  themfclves  any  Trouble  concerning  it. 
But  upon  a  fair  Examination  it  will  perhaps 
appear,  that  this  Reprefentation  is  very  falfe 
and  iiijiirious  in  every  particular, 

A  s  to  the  Second  it  mufl  be  indeed  confef- 
fed,  That  Merchants  themfelves  are  very  often 
di'oidcd  in  their  Sentiments  concerning  Trade. 
Sir  *  Jofuih  Child,  Mr  Gee,  Mr  Gary  of  Brif- 

tol^ 

*  The  Words  of  Sir  Jofiah  Child  ftrongly  corroborate 
what  is  here  alledged.  *'  Merchants,  fays  he,  while 
"  they  are  in  the  bufy  and  eager  Profecution  of  their 
*'  particular  Trades,  although  they  be  very  wife  and 
<'  good  Men,  are  not  always  the  beft  Judges  of  Trade, 
*'  as  it  relates  to  the  Power  and  Profit  of  a  Kingdom, 
*^«  I'he  Reafon  may  be,  becaufe  their  Eyes  are  fo  con- 

"  tJnua]]/ 
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toly  and  almoft  all  Commercial  Writers,  have 
long  ago  taken  Notice  of  this  Difference  of 
Opinions.  But  howtw qy  Jirange  and  unaccoun- 
table it  may  appear  to  Perfons  not  converlant 
in  thefe  Matters,  there  is  a  very  ftrong  and 
convincing  Reafon,  vv^hen  the  Affair  is  fearch- 
ed  to  the  Bottom,  for  the  difagreeing  Opinions 
of  different  Merchants  purfuing  their  refpeSihe 
Interefts.  The  leading  Idea,  or  the  Point  aim- 
ed at  by  every  Merchant  muft  be,  in  the  Na- 
ture of  Things,  and  inevery  Country,  a  Balance 
in  favour  of  himfelf.  But  it  doth  not  always 
follow.  That  this  Balance  is  likewife  in  favour 
of  the  Nation;  much  lefs  o^ other  Merchants, 
whofe  Interefts  may  be  oppofite  to  his  own. 
While  therefore  each  Perfon  fees  in  a  favour- 
able Light  his  own  Branch  of  Commerce,  and 
defires  to  procure  all  pojjible  Adva?ifages  to  that 

Traffick, 

«'  tinually  fixed  upon  what  makes  for  their  pecuh'ar  Gain 

"  or  Lofs,  that  they  have  no  Leifure  to  expatiate  or 

*'  turn  their  Thoughts  to  what  is  moft  advantageous  to 

*'  the  Kingdom  in  general"  — 

"  Tiie  like  may  be  faid  of  all  Shop-keepers^  Artificer s^ 
*'  Clothiers^  and  other  ManufaSlnrers^  until  they  have 
"  left  off  their  Trades,  and  being  Rich,  become  by  the 
*'  Purchafc  of  Lands,  of  the  fame  common  Inter ejl  with 
*'  moft  of  their  Countrymen." 

1  his  juftjy  celebrated  Writer  was  himfcif  an  Inftancc 
ofthc'J'ruthof  this  Obfervation.  For,  if  I  am  not  greatly 
miftakcn,  he  did  not  write  this  very  Treatifc,  Till  he 
had  left  off  Trade,  and  being  Rich,  became  by  the  Pur- 
chafe^  of  Lands,  of  the  fame  common  Inter ejl  ivith  the  Rcji 
of  his  Coivitryncn, 
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Traffick,  on  which  the  Profperity  of  himfelf 
and  his  Family,  perhaps  totally,  depends,  it  is 
but  reafonable  to  exped:  their  Sentiments 
fliould  clajh. 

Hence  therefore  fome  have  thought.  That 
a  Perfon  of  a  liberal  and  learned  Education, 
not  concerned  in  Trade,  is  better  qualified  to 
engage  in  the  Study  of  it  as  a  Science,  than 
a  Merchant  himfelf:  becaufe,  fay  they,  his 
Mind  is  freer  from  the  Prejudice  of  Self-In- 
tereft,  and  therefore  more  open  to  ConviSlion 
m  Things  relating  to  the  General  Good.  They 
add.  That  though  he  may  not  underftand  the 
Buying  and  Celling  of  particular  Commodities, 
or  the  iittefl  T^ime  to  bring  them  to  a  profit^ 
able  Market,  (v^^hich  is  the  -proper  Province 
of  a  Merchant)  yet  he  may  underftand,  in 
what  RefpeBs  the  Nature  of  that  Trade  con- 
tributes to  the  Lofs  or  Gain  of  the  Publick, 
vdth  a  Degree  of  Evidence,  vv^hich  perhaps 
the  Merchant  never  thought  of :  as  being  in- 
deed not  concerned,  merely  as  a  Merchant,  in 
fuch  kinds  of  Difquilitions, 

But  without  pretending  to  determine  who 
are  the  beft  qualijied  to  engage  in  the  Study 
of  this  moft  ufeful  and  extenfive  Science,  let 
Us  rather  humbly  recommend  it  to  the  Atten- 
tion of  them  both.  For  undoubtedly  both 
have  their  Advantages  3  and  perhaps  the  Ap- 
plication of  both  together,  might  be  more  fuc- 

cefsful 
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cefsful  than  either  of  them  Separately.  If  the 
One  fhould  happen  to  be  lefs  felf-interefted, 
by  means  of  his  Situation  in  Life,  and  more 
open  to  Convidlion  in  Cafes  relating  to  the  ge~  ^ 
neral  Good  j  the  Other,  for  the  very  fame 
Reafon,  is  more  Jkilful  in  the  Fraclice  of 
'^rade,  and  a  better  Judge,  whether  'the  Pro- 
jed:,  perhaps  fo  fair  in  Theory,  is  feafbk  m 

As  to  the  Private  Liter ej}  of  Mer chant s, 
which  is  liere  fuppofed  to  be  a  Biafs  upon  their 
Minds,  this,  moft  certainly,  coincides,  for 
the  mop;  Part,  with  the  Gejieral  Intereft  of 
their  Country :  andy^  far  it  can  be  no  Argu- 
ment in  their  Disfavour.  But  neverthelefs. 
Truth  obliges  Us  to  acknowledge.  That  in 
certain  Cafes,  *  "  A  Merchant  may  have  a 
"  diflinci  Interefl  from  that  of  his  Country. 
*'  He  may  thrive  by  a  Trade  which  may  prove 
*'  her  Ruin."  Nay  more.  He  may  be  irripo- 
veyifded  by  a  Trade  that  is  beneficial  to  her.  , 
But  undoubtedly,  the  Moment  he  perceives  he  ' 
is  carrying  on  a  loofing  Trade,  he  Vv^ill  quit  it, 
and  employ  his  Thoughts  and  his  Subftance 
in  the  Profecution  of  fome  other.  Moreover, 
as  it  is  a  Balance  m  favour  oi  himfclf,  which  is 
the  principal  Object  of  his  Aims  and  Endea- 
vours,   it  cannot  be  expected,    but  of  two 

Trades, 

*  Brltifh  AJerchn'it,  Xol.  II,  pap;e  i  \.x .  2vo  Edition, 
^721.  See  likewiic  the  Inftanccb  thcr.:  '.'ivcn  to  coiifinu 
rl.i:  Obfl-rvurigii. 
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Trades,  both  advantageous  to  the  Communi- 
ty, he  will  embrace  that  which  is  moft  pro- 
fitable to  himfelf,  though  it  Ihould  happen 
to  be  lefs  gainful  to  the  Publick.  It  is  a  Max- 
im with  Traders,  and  a  juftifiable  one,  jTo  get 
all  that  can  be  got  in  a  legal  and  honejl  Way, 
And  if  the  Laws  of  their  Country  do  give  them 
the  Fermijjion  of  carrying  on  any  particular 
gainful  Trade,  it  is  their  Bufinefs,  2i^MerchantSy 
to  engage  in  the  Profecution  of  it.  —  As  to  the 
great  Point  of  National  Advantage,  or  Difad- 
vantage,  this  is  properly  the  Concern  of  others, 
who  lit  at  the  Helm  of  Government,  and  con- 
fequently  whofe  Province  it  is,  To  fratne  the 
Laws  and  Regulations  relating  to  'Trade  infiich 
a  Manner,  as  may  caufe  the  Private  Inter  eft  of 
the  Merchant  to  fall  in  with  the  General  Good 
of  his  Country, 

For  thefe  Reafons  therefore  the  Appoint- 
vient  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  muft  cer- 
tainly appear  a  very  iinfe  and  necefary  Inflitu- 
tion.  The  Intent  and  Deiign  being,  as  I  hum- 
bly conceive,  to  anfwer  this  very  End.  And 
the  Hojioiirable  Members  of  it  may  be  looked 
upon  in  this  Light,  as  the  Guardians  of 
the  Publick  Welfare.  In  prefiding 
over  the  General  Commercial  Interefts  of  the 
Kingdom,  they  are  to  i?ifpe5l  the  feveral  Branch- 
es of  Traffick,  that  are  carried  on,  and  to  give 
Notice  to  the  Legiflature,  whether  the  Frofit 
of  the  Kingdom^  or  of  the  Merchant,  is  moft 

promoted. 


INTRODUCTION.       Ix 

promoted ;  that  the  proper  Remedies^  or  E71- 
couragements  may  be  applied,  according  as  the 
Cafe  requires,  by  flopping  up  xht  former  Chan- 
nels of  a  dijadvantageous  Trade,  opening  nciv 
ones,  which  may  enrich  the  Fublick  and  the 
Adventurer  together;  e7icoiiragi?ig  him  x.oper- 
fevere,  and  to  enlarge  his  Dealings  in  every 
Branch,  which  is  beneficial  to  the  Community; 
and  in  one  Word,  by  eiiabling  the  Merchant 
to  find  his  own  pri-cate  Advantage  in  labour- 
ing for  the  Good  of  his  Country.  Self  and  /c- 
f  zW  Happinefs,  in  this  Cafe,  muilbe  made  to 
unite:  otherwife  it  will  happen  in  this,  as 
in  moft  other  Affairs,  that  Jocial  Happinefs 
will  not  be  promoted  at  all. 

An  D  as  the  Affairs  of  Commerce  m«fl  for 
thefe  Reafons  ultimately  come  under  the  Cog- 
nizance of  the  Legiflature,  it  were  greatly  to 
be  wi(hed.  That  Men  of  Eminence  and  Dij- 
tinBion,  whofe  Birth  and  Fortunes  procure 
them  an  AdmilTion  into  the  Britif:>^  Senate^ 
would  employ  a  little  more  of  their  Time 
in  the  Cultivation  of  a  Science,  fo  worthy  of 
their  greatcft  Regard  and  Attention.  The 
Intereft  of  their  Country,  and  their  own,  do 
both  concur  in  requiring  fuch  a  Condud  from 
them.  I  beg  Leave  to  mention  not  only  the' 
Interefl  of  their  Country,  but  their  own  :  For 
it  is  a  mofl  certain  Fa(^,  though  not  fuffi- 
ciendy  attended  to,  That  the  Landed  Gentle- 
man is  more  deeply  concerned  in  the  National 
C  Effccis 
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EffeBs  of  an  Advantageous  or  Difadvanfage- 
ous  Commerce,  than  the  Merchant  himfelf. 
If  this  Aflertion  rtiould  appear  a  Paradox  to 
any  one,  I  hope  a  few  Lines  will  convince 
him  of  the  Truth  of  it. 

Suppose  then  fome  General  Calamity  to 
befal  the  Trade  of  the  Kingdom  :  —  Or,  to 
put  a  more  fir  iking  Cafe,  Suppofe  the  Mouth 
of  the  "Thames  to  be  choked  up  with  Sands  and 
Marfies,  (as  that  fine  River  in  France,  the 
RhcnCy  really  is)  fo  as  to  afford  no  Port  worth 
mentioning  for  the  Purpofes  of  Commerce  : 
In  fuch  a  melancholy  Cafe,  the  Merchants, 
ManufaBurers^  Owners  of  Ships,  Sailors,  and 
all  the  Multitudes  of  Tradefmen  dependent  up- 
on this  Commerce,  would  indeed  be  xhcfirji 
affefted  j  but  they  would  not  be  the  great- 
est LoosERS.  For  after  the  Jirfi  Shock,  they 
would  eafdy  remove  with  the  beft  of  their  Ef- 
fe(3:s,  and  try  their  Fortunes  elfewhere.  But 
the  Landed  Gentleman,  what  muft  he  do  ?  he 
is  bound  down  to  the  Soil,  and  cannot  remove 
his  Eftate,  though  the  Perfons  are  gone,  who 
ufed  to  confume  the  ProduB  of  it.  Thus  the 
Evil  becomes  incurable,  and  perpetual  with 
regard  to  him,  and  every  Day  increafmg : 
whereas  with  refped  to  the  Merchant,  it  was 
only  a  Shock  at  firft,  which  he  has  the  Chance 
of  getting  the  better  ofj  by  removing  to  a  more 
advantageous  Situation. 

It 
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It  is  fervently  to  be  wiflied,  That  Provi- 
dence may  never  vifit  Us  with  fo  terrible  a 
Judgment,  as  the  choking  up  the  Mouth  of 
our  Principal  River  leading  to  the  Metropolis 
of  the  Kingdom.  But  the  bare  Suppolal  of 
fuch  a  Cafe  is  fufficient  to  prove,  I  humbly 
prefume,  with  in-efiftible  Evidence,  That  the 
Landed  Gentlemen  in  the  Counties  adjacent 
to  London^  are  more  deeply  inter efted'va  the  Con- 
fequences  of  the  Trade  of  London,  than  the 
Merchants  themfelves:  And  therefore,  That 
thofe  fuppofed  Diftindlions  of  Landed  Intereil, 
and  trading  Intereft,  in  the  Senfe  they  are 
XKjmmonly  ufed,  are  the  moft  idle  and  /?//)',  as 
well  as  falfe  and  iiyurious^  that  ever  divided 
Mankind. 

But  above  all,  we  muft  beg  Leave  to  ob- 
ferve,  by  way  of  Inducement  to  the  Landed 
Gentleman  to  turn  his  Thoughts  to  this  Study, 
That  his  very  private  Inter  eft  is  rather  a  Help, 
than  a  Detriment  to  him  in  the  Profecution  of 
it.  It  puts  no  wrong  Biafs  upon  his  Mind, 
but  dired:s  him  to  the  tnie  Point  of  Light, 
from  whence  to  fee,  and  to  judge  of  theic 
Affairs  :  which  is  a  Circumftance  in  fome  rc- 
fpedt  peculiar  to  his  Situation. 

For,  if  we  fuppofe  the  Scene  ftill  to  con- 
tinue in  and  about  Lo?2don,  (though  the  fame 
would  hold  true  of  any  other  Part  of  the 
C  2  Kin;!,- 
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Kingdom)  as  the  private  Interejl  of  the 
Landed  Gentleman  arifes  from  the  General 
Commerce  of  the  Place,  he  can  have  no  par- 
tial Views  in  relation  to  Trade,  nor  can  reap 
any  Advantage  from  Monopolies^  Exclujive 
Companies,  or  fuch  like  deftru6live  Artifices, 
The  more  Perfons  there  are  employed  in  every 
Branch  of  Bulinefs,  the  more  there  will  be  to 
con  fume  the  Produce  of  his  Efiate :  fo  that  he 
will  have  no  Temptations  to  complain.  That 
the  Trade  is  over  fiockedy  or  wifh  the  Pro- 
piotion  of  this  Trade,  in  order  to  the  Declen- 
fion  of  that.  In  (hort,  his  own  Interefi  is  con- 
neBed  with  the  Good  of  the  Whole^  fo  that  he 
cannot  but  be  extremely  well  qualified  to  un- 
derftand^  and  to  promote  it,  if  he  will  pleafe 
to  make  Ufe  of  the  Advantages  he  is  happily 
polTeffed  of. 
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7il)e  principal  Advantages  of 
France  with  refpeB  to  Trade. 


,  H  E  Natural  T reduce  and 
Commodities  of  the  Country. 
—  Thefe  are  chiefly  Wines, 
Brandies,  Silk,  Linen,  Hemp, 
and  Oil.  I  do  not  mention 
Corn  J  for  though  they  raife 
a  great  Deal,  yet,  as  they  are  great  Bread- 
Eaters^  they  confiime  a  great  Deal,  and  have 
little  to  fpare  for  Exportation.  Their  Harvefts 
alfo  are  more  precarious  than  Ours,  and  often 
JaiL 

II.  The 
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II.  The  Subordination  of  the  Common  PeO' 
pie  is  an  unfpeakable  Advantage  to  them  in  re- 
fpcB  to  frade, — By  this  means,  the  Manufac- 
turers are  always  kept  induftrious :  They  dare 
not  run  into  (hocking  Lewdnefs  and  Debau- 
chery ;  to  Drunkennefs  they  are  not  inclined. 
They  *  are  obliged  to  enter  into  the  married 
State ;  whereby  they  raife  up  large  Families  to 
Labour,  and  keep  down  the  Price  of  it :  and 
'Confequeaitly,  by  working  cheaper^  enabie  die 
Merchant  to  fell  the  cheaper. 

III.  The  Rules  and  Regulations  they  are 
obliged  to  obferve  in  ManufaBuring  their 
Goods,  and  Expofing  them  to  Sale,  is  a  great 
Advantage  to  the  Credit  of  their  Manufadtures, 
and  confequerltiy  to  Trade.  Ail  Sorts  of  Goods 
for  Exportation,  muft  undergo  an  In^dion  of 
the  proper  Officer  in  the  Publick  Hall :  there 
they  are  compared  with  the  Patterns  or  Sam- 
ples delivered  in  before.  The  Bad,  and  fuch 
as  do  not  anfwer  to  their  Samples,  are  confif- 
cated,  with  a  Fine  levied  upon  the  Offender. 
By  thefe  means,  the  fraudulent  Defigns  of 
private  Traders,  who  would  get  rich  at  the 
public  Expence,  are  prevented,  and  the  Na- 
tional 

*  The  Law  of  France^  obliges  all  unmarried  Men  to 
fcrve  as  Common  Soldiers  in  the  Militia  and  the  Army, 
unlefs  they  have  particular  Exemptions  on  Account  of 
their  Stations  and  Profejfions, 
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imal  Manufadhiry  cocftantly  kept  up  in  high. 
Credit, 

IV.  'Their  excellent  Roads,  tbeir  va'vigahk 
Rivers  and  Catials,  are  offmgular  Adi\^}itage  to 
their  Tr^^.— Their  great  RoadS:  are  always 
in  good  Order,  and  always  carried  on  in  a 
ftr eight  Line,  where  the  Nature  of  the  Ground 
will  pernait  5  and  made  at  a  moft  prodigious 
Expence  -,  each  Prgvince  being  obliged  to  make 
and  repair  their  own  Roads.  And  yet  there, 
is  no  Expence  for  Turnpikes  from  one  End  of 
the  Kingdom  to  the  other. 

Their  Rivers  are  Indeed,  for  the  moil 
Part,  the  Work  of  Nature :  the  Seine,  the  Loire, 
the  Garonne,  and  the  Rhone,  with  all  the  Rivers 
which  fall  into  them,  help  to  carry  on  a  Com- 
munication with  moft  of  the  great  Cities  of 
the  Kingdom. 

But  their  Canals  are  their  own  proper 
Praife;  and  equally  deferving  Admiration  on 
Account  of  their  Grandeur  and  Contrivance, 
as  for  their  Ufefulnefs  to  Trade,  in  lowering 
the  Price  of  Carriage,  Among  thefe,  that  of 
Languedoc,  and  the  two  Canals  of  Orleans  and 
Briare,  are  worthy  to  be  particularly  mention- 
ed. By  means  of  the  former,  a  Communica- 
tion is  opened  between  Bourdeaux  and  Mar- 
feilles,  between  the  Ocean  and  the  Mediterra- 
nean^ without  palling  through  the  Streights  of 

Gibraltar^ 
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Gibraltar,  and  furrounding  all  the  Coafts  of 
Portugal  and  Spain  :  and  by  Virtue  of  the  two 
latter,  an  eafy  Intercourfe  is  maintained  be- 
tween all  the  great  Towns  lituated  on  the  Seme 
and  the  Loire.  Many  other  Canals  there  are, 
and  many  more  ftill  Intended  to  be  made^ 
greatly  advantageous  to  their  Commerce. 

V.  Hhe  French  enjoy  a  great  Advantage  hi 
the  Goodnefs  of  their  Sugar  Colonies, — It  is  not 
owing  to  2ir\y  fuperlor  Policy  in  them,  or  wrong 
ConduB  in  us,  nor  yet  any  greater  Oeconomy 
in  their  Planters,  or  Profufenefs  in  ours,  (for 
upon  the  ftri6teft  Enquiry,  both  will  be  found 
to  be  equally  culpable)  that  they  exceed  Us  in 
the  Cheapnefs  or  Goodnefs  of  their  Commodi- 
ties;   but    becaufe  our  Leeward  IJlands   are 
worn  out,  being  originally  of  no  Depth  of  Soil; 
and  the  Ground  is  more  upon  a  Level,  confe- 
quently  more  fubje6t  to  be  burnt  up :  where- 
as their  Iflands  are  ftill  very  good  ;  in  Mar- 
tini co  particularly  the  Ground  is  rich,  the  Soil 
deep,  diverfified  with  high  Hills,  affording  co- 
pious Streams  of  Water,  and  fefrefliing  Shades. 
Hence  it  is,  that  their  Planters  can  ralfe  and 
manufaSlure  their  Sugars,-  ^c.  fo  much  cheaper 
than  ours.     Add  to  this,  that  the  Inhabitants 
of  old  France  do  not  ufe  the  terith  Part  of  the 
Sugars  for  Home  Confumptlon,  which  the  E7ig- 
lip:>  do ;  and  therefore  have  that  Commodity 
to  export  again  to  Foreign  Markets,  and  with 
it  to  encrcafe  the  National  Wealth. 

VI.  rhe 
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VI.  The  French  Colonies  receive  all  their 
Luxuries  and  Refinements  of  hiving  from  their 
Mother  Country ;  which  is  a  very  great  Ad- 
vantage to  it. — They  are  not  fuffered^  nor  in- 
deed doth  it  appear,  that  they  are  much  iii- 
dined  to  go  to  any  other  Shop  or  Market  for 
thefe  Things,  Neither  have  they  fet  up  any 
ManufaBures  of  their  own  to  the  Prejudice  of 
their  Mother  Country.  Indeed,  as  to  the  Ne- 
cefjaries  of  Life,  they  fupply  themfelves  with 
them  where  they  can ;  and  frequently  buy  of 
the  Englijh.  But  this  is  a  Cafe  of  NeceJJity^ 
which  cannot  be  fubjed:  to  Reftraints,  As  to 
Articles  of  Luxury^  Parade^  and  Pleafwe,  we 
very  feldom  hear  that  they  buy  any  of  them 
from  Us. 

VII.  The  manner  of  ColleBi?ig  their  Duties 
on  fever al  Sorts  of  Goods  imported^  is  of  greater 
Advantage  to  Trade,  than  can  eafily  be  ima- 
gined.— In  the  Port  of  Bourdeaux  (and  I  tak^ 
it  for  granted  fo  good  a  Regulation  obtains  in 
other  Places)  there  are  Publick  Warehoufes, 
very  proper  and  convenient^  adjoining  to  the 
Cuftom-houfe.  And  all  Provifions  and  Goods 
necelTary  for  the  Ufe  of  their  Sugar  Colonies, 
are  there  depofited  by  the  Merchant,  till  the 
Ship  falls,  Duty  free^  Paying  only  a  moderate- 
Price  for  Cellerage.  When  ihe  returns,  the 
Sugars,  ^c.  are  landed  in  the  King's  Ware- 
houfes, where  they  remain,  till  the  Importer 
D  hui 
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has  found  a  Purchafer  for  a  proper  Quantity : 
then  he  pays  the  Duty  for  that^  and  has  it 
taken  away,  letting  the  Reft  continue.  Or  if 
he  intends  thefe  Goods  for  Exportatioti,  there 
they  lie  ready  and  convenient.  By  this  means 
he  is  never  driven  to  Str eights  on  Account  of 
the  King's  Duty ;  and  is  enabled  to  carry  on  a 
very  exfe?ijive  Trade  with  a  fmall  Stock.  The 
Confequence  of  which  is,  That  many  Perfons 
are  hereby  capacitated  to  enter  confiderably  into 
Commerce,  who  could  not  otherwife  have 
dohe  it.  For  One  Thoufand  Pounds  Sterling 
in  France,  will  go  near  as  far  as  Two  Thou- 
fand Pounds  in  England.  —  Not  to  mention, 
That  as  there  is  no  Money  immediately  ad- 
vanced on  Account  of  the  King's  Duty,  the 
whole  Gains  of  the  Merchant  will  arife  only 
from  the  Money  aBiially  in  Trade :  now  as 
this  is  lefs  by  near  one  half  to  what  it  would 
have  been,  had  the  Duty  been  all  paid  at 
once,  confequently  he  can  afford  to  fell  one  half 
lefs  than  he  muft  have  demanded  in  the  other 
Cafe. 

VIII.  T^helr  Neighbourhood  to  Spain,  and  pre- 
fent  ConneSiion  ivith  it,  is  of  fo  great  Advan- 
tage, as  to  be  worth  all  their  Trade  befides. 
— For  it  is  certain.  They  get  fuore  from  the 
Spaniards  than  all  the  Trading  Nations  in  Eu^ 
rope.  Their  Poor  from  Perigord,  Limofin,  and 
other  Places,  come  yearly  into  t]pain  to  reap 
their  Corn,  and  gather  in  their  Vintage  :  an  d 

ciiyr  V 
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carry  back  what  they  have  earned  to  fpend  in 
France.     The  Fijhe?^men  from  Bayonne^  and 
the  neighbouring    Places,  fupply  them   with 
great  Quantities  both  off  re/I:  and  fait  Fifh  to 
cat  on  Faji-Days,  and  to  keep  Lertf.     The 
Pedlars  and  Shp-keepers  in  Spain  are  moftly 
Frenchy    who  retire  into  their  own  Country^ 
when  they  have  made  their  Fortunes.     The 
Towns  in  Langiiedoc  fupply  them  with  Cloth, 
Silks,  and  Stockings ;  Roiien  with  Hats,  and 
coarfe  Linen  Stuffs  ;  Abbevilky  with  fuperfine 
Cloths ;  Amiens  and  Arras,  with  worfted  and 
camblet  Stuffs ;  and   Lions,  with  all  Sorts  of 
rich  Silks,  Gold  and  Silver  Lace,  ^c.  for  their 
Confumption  both  in  Europe  and  America^ 
In  fhort,  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Produce  of 
the  Mines  of  Fotofi  is  brought  into  France. 
Hence  it   is,  that  their  Payments  are  all  in 
Siher  :  and  Gold  is  more  fcarce  in  France,  in 
the  Currency  of  Coin,  than  Silver  is  in  Eng-^ 
land.     A  plain  Proof,  that  they  have  the  great 
Trade  to  Spain,  as  we  have  to  Portugal 

■  IX.  Their  AdJrefs  in  drawing  raw  Mate^ 
rials  from  other  Countries  to  work  up  in  their 
own,  ferves  greatly  to  enlarge  .and  extend  their 
Trade.  —  France  produces  fome  Wool  and  Silk, 
but  not  a  fourth  Part  of  what  they  vianufac- 
ture.  Wool  they  import  from  Barbary,  the 
Levant,  and  Spain.  They  alfo  bring  Wool 
from  Switzerland.  Some  little  perhaps  is  run 
from  Fjighmd ;  but,  I  have  good  Reafcn  to 
1)  2  believe. 
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believe,  not  much.     The  Quantity  from  /rt'- 
la?2d  is  very  confiderable  -,  which  is  owing  to 
our  own  wrong  Policy.     The  bell  of  their       i 
raw  Silk  they  draw  from  Piemont,  the  Le- 
vant y    Italy,    and    Spain,      Their   Cotton   is       ,i 
brought  Irom   the  Levant,    and  from  their       f 
Sugar  Colonies.     And  the  Apoes  for  making 
Soap  at  Marfeilles,  are  chiefly  imported  from 
Egypt. 

-  X.  They  reap  unfpeakable  Advantage,  by 
the  PermtJJion  and  Encouragement  given  to 
Foreign  Merchants .  and  ManufaBurers  to  fet- 
tle among  them.  — -  By  this  good  Policy  the 
price  of  Labour  is  always  kept  Jufficiently  low. 
A  Co7npditio7i  and  Emulation  are  raifed,  who 
Ihall  work,  and  fell  the  cheapejl  j  which 
muft  turn  out  greatly  to  the  National  Advan- 
tage, though  it  may  not  be  fo  favourable  to 
the  private  Intereji  of  Individuals.  For  thefe 
Reafons,  the  Government  is  particularly  gen-' 
tie  and  indulgent  to  Foreigners.  And  the 
Situation  of  the  Country  is  greatly  affiftant 
to  this  Difpofition  of  the  Government.  — 
prance  is  furraunded  with  populous,  that  is, 
prolifick  Nations,  who  have  no  Trade  and 
Manufidtures  of  their  own  to  employ  their 
Poor.  Flanders,  all  Germany  on  the  Side  of 
the  Rhine,  Switzerland,  Savoy,  and  fome 
Parts  of  Italy,  pour  their  fupernumerary 
Hands  every  Tear  into  France ;  where  they 
are  carejfed,  and  received  into  the  Army,   or       ( 

thx 
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the  Manufadure,  according  to  their  Inclina- 
tions The  Rhone  is  fo  eafy  and  cheap  a 
Conveyance,  for  the  Swarms  of  Inhabitants 
bordering  on  the  Lake  of  Geneva,  that  fo 
fmall  a  Sum  as  One  Shilling,  or  Eighteen  Pence 
each  Perfon,  will  bring  them  to  the  chiet 
Manufaduring  Town  in  the  Kingdom  viz. 
Lions.  And  there  are  faid  to  be  no  lefs  than 
Ten  Thoufand  Swifs  and  Germans  employed 
in  that  City.  The  Numbers  alfo  in  all  the 
other  Commercial  Towns  are  very  great,  and 
daily  increafmg. 

XI.    The  Englifli  Monopolies,  which  are  fo 
dejlrilaive  to  the  Interefts   of  Great  Britain, 
become,  for  the  very  fame  Reafoft,  of  the  great- 
eft  Benefit  and  Advantage  to  France.  —  Mar- 
feilles  is  a  flagrant,  and  a  melancholly   Proof 
of  this   AiTertion.      For  the  Trade   of  this 
Place   hath  flourifhed   and  increafed  juft  in 
the  fame  Proportion,   as  that  of  our   Turky 
Company  funk  and  declined.      All  the  fine 
Streets  and  new  Buildings  of  the  City,  date 
their  Original  from  this  Period.     So  that  we 
may  truly  fay,  They  were  built,  and  are  nov^ 
fupported,  by  the  exclufive  "Turky  Com^^ny  of 
England.      Moreover,  the  Englifi  HudJo?i's- 
Bay  Company  is  the  only  Caufe,  which  can 
make  the  Fre?tch  Settlements  in  fo  wretched 
a  C:ountry  as  the  Northern  Parts  of  Canada, 
to  flourini;  with  fo  difficult  and  dangerous  a 
Nav  io-ation,  as  that  up  the  Bay  of  St  Law- 
rence, 
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rence.  It  is  this,  and  no  dther,  is  the  Cauie 
that  enables  them  to  extend  their  Colonies, 
and  to  ufiderfell  the  Eftglifi  in  all  the  Articles 
of  FuiT ;  which  they  apparently  do  in  Times 
of  Peace. 

XII.  7he  publick  Stock  of  Wealth  is  greatly 
ijtcreafed^  by  Foreigners  of  all  Countries  travel- 
ling antong  them.  —  The  Advantages  from 
hence  accruing  have  not  been  fo  much  at- 
tended to,  as,  I  humbly  think,  they  juftly 
dcferve.  For  while  thefe  Foreigners  refide  in 
the  Country,  they  not  only  pay  for  their 
Food  and  Board  at  an  high  Rate,  but  they  alfo 
cloath  themfelves  with  the  Mamfa£fures  of  it, 
and  buy  many  Curiofties,  But  this  is  not  all. 
For  having  contracted  a  Liking  to  the  Produce 
and  ManufaElures  of  the  Country  they  travel- 
led in,  they  continue  to  ufe  them  when  they 
are  returned  to  their  own;  and  fo  introduce 
them  to  the  Knowledge,  EJieem,  and  Appro- 
hation  of  others  :  This  begets  a  Demand ;  and 
a  Demand  for  them  draws  on  a  Correfpond- 
ence,  and  a  fettled  Commerce.  Thefe  are  the 
Advantages  which  the  French  enjoy  by  fuch 
Numbers  of  Foreigners  travelling  among  them ; 
whereas  they  fcarce  ever  travel  themfelves; 
and  by  that  Means  circulate  the  Money  in 
their  own  Country. 

XIII.  France  cfijoys  no  fmall  Advantage, 
as  it  dotk  not  lofe  micch  by  the  Article  of  Smug- 
gling, 
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glingy  in  comparifon  to  what  Engla?id  doth.— 
This  is  owing  to  the  Stridtnefs  of  their  Govern- 
ment, the  many  Spies  they  have  upon  every 
Man's  Actions,  and  being  able  to  punifh  the 
flighteft  Offence  more  feverely,  and  in  a  more 
fummary  Way  than  we  can,  or  is  confiftent 
with  a  free  Conflitution  to  do. 

7%e  Prindpa/  D  IS  AD  WANT  AGES  of 
France  wi^/)  regard  to  Trade. 

1, -^   I   "^HE  firjl    Difadvatitage    to  a  free 
j|[      Tirade  is  the  Government,    which  is 
arbitrary  and  defpotick  ;  and  therefore  fuch  as 
a  Merchant  would  not  chufe  to  live  under,  if 
he  knows  the  Sweets  of  Liberty  in  another 
Country,  and  has  no  Attachment  of  Family, 
or   Intereft  to  keep  him  ftill  in  Fraficc.  —  It 
muft  be  acknowledged,  his  Property^  generally 
fpeaking,  is  feciire  enough,  but  his  PerJo?i  is 
not  fo.     To  explain  this,  we  muft  beg  Leave 
to  obferve.  That  though  there  are  fixed  and 
Jiated  Laws  in  Prance  to  decide  all  Cafes  of 
l''ropcrty,    and    criminal  Caufes,    as  here  in 
England ;  fo  that  a  Man  may  know  the  Rules 
he  is  to  be  governed  by  in  thofe  Refpe(5ls,  and 
can  have  an  open  Trial  for  his  Life  and  For- 
tune ; 
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tune :  yet  there  are  no  Laws  to  afcertain  the 
Nature  of  Political  Offences,  or  to  circum- 
fcrihe  the  Power  of  the  Judge;  fo  that  he 
muft  be  entirely  at  the  Mej'cy  of  the  Lieutenant 
de  Policey  and  his  Deputies ;  who  can  imprifon 
him  at  ivilly  without  afligning  any  Reafon,  or 
bringing  any  Evidence  to  confront  him.  And 
therefore  his  o?ily  Security  conlifts,  in  being  con- 
tinually lavijlj  in  the  Praife  of  the  King  and 
the  Mi?2ijlry,  and  in  faying  nothing  which 
may  afford  the  leaft  Pretence  to  the  Spies^  who 
fwarm  all  over  the  Kingdom,  to  inform  againft 
him. 

II.  T'he  fecond  Difadvanfage  to  the  Freedo?n 
of  'Trade^  is  the  Romifh  Religion  j  which  has 
added  to  its  many  other  Abfurdities,  a  Spirit 
of  Cruelty  and  Perfecution,  fo  repugnant  to 
the  Scope  and  Tendency  of  the  Go^d'/.— There- 
fore a  P  rot  eft  ant  Merchant,  if  at  the  fame  Time 
a  confcientioin  Man,  will  find  himfelf  very  often 
reduced  to  great  Difficulties,  in  order  to  avoid 
on  the  one  Hand  the  Sin  of  Hypocrify^  by  Gjw- 
pliances  againft  his  Confcience^  or  on  the  other, 
the  Danger  attending  the  Exercife  of  his  Re- 
ligion ^  and  the  Educating  of  his  Children  in  the 
Protefta?2t  Way.  This,  I  fay,  will  often  hap- 
pen, even  at  prefent ;  though  the  Bigotry  of 
the  Court  of  France  is  not  near  fo  great,  as  it 
was  in  former  times. 

\W.    Ax  OTHER 
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III.  Another  gxQ,2X  Burden,  and  confe- 
quently  a  Dif advantage  to  the  Trade  q{  France^ 
is,  T^he  great 'Number  of  Religious  of  both  Sexes. 
-Ixhe  lowed  Computation  of  thefe  amounts  to 
near  Three  Hundred  Thoufand  Perfons :  a  great 
Part  of  which  Number  might,  and  would  be 
employed  in  Trade  and  Manufacfures  j  and  the 
Reft  might  be  ufeful  to  Society  in  other  Spheres. 
But  that  is  not  all ;  They  are  a  very  heavy 
Weight  upon  the  Publick.  Vcifi  Eftates  are 
appropriated  for  the  Support  oi  fome  of  thefe 
Religious  Orders,  whofe  Fund  is^  continually 
accumidating,  not  only  by  Legacies  and  Do- 
nations,  but  alfo  by  whatever  Fortune  each 
Perfon  is  polfepd  of,  at  the  Time  of  takiijg  the 
Vow.  And  others,  who  are  of  the  Mendicant 
Orders,  and  are  allowed  to  have  no  Property, 
become  a  continual  Tax  upon  the  Induftry 
and  Charity  of  the  People  ;  and  thefe  moftly 
of  the  middling  and  lower  Sort.  Not  to  men- 
tion the  increafing  Riches  and  dead  Wealth  in 
all  their  Churches. 

IV.  A  fourth  great  Bijadvantoge  to  the 
Trade  of  France,  is  their  numerous  and  poor 
Nobility. -^Tho,  Nature  and  Conftituticn  of 
that  Government,  require  the  Notion  o^  Birth 
and  Farnih  to  be  kept  up  very  high,  a^  it  will 
always  create  an  indigent  Nobility,  and  con- 
fequent! ,'  dependent  upon  the  Court  for  jiich 
Preferii^ents  as  iiJay   i^ot  dcroye,  or  bring   a 

E  ^^<^^'^ 
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Stain  upon  their  Family.  Moreover,  the  fame 
refined  Policy  induces  the  Court  to  make  the 
Military  Service  be  efteemed  the  moft  Hon- 
ourable i  as  it  muft  render  the  whole  Body  of 
the  Nobility,  Soldiers  to  fight  their  Battles-, 
the  Richer  ferving  for  Glory,  and  the  Poorer 
for  an  hojiourable  Support.  The  Confequence 
of  all  this  is,  That  they  heartily  defpife  the 
Bcurgepis'^,  that  is,  t\i^  Merchant  2Si6.T:radef 
man :  and  he,  when  he  gets  rich,  is  as  defir- 
ous  of  quitting  fo  difionourabk  an  Employ, 

wherein 

,  */"  ^T'"'  i'^  ^"^^^'^ants  are  ufually  ^i/?,W«,>^ 
by  three  different  Ranks,  or  Orders;  The  K^obleffe' the 
t'ourgcou,  and  the  Paifans.  Each  of  thefe  are  totally 
dift.nd  from  the  other.  The  Pojierity  of  the  Nobleffh 
are  all  NoblefTe,  though  ever  fo  poor,  and  though  not 
honoured  with  the  Titles  of  Count,  Marquis,  &c.  as 
A  oblemen  are  here  in  England.  Tht  Pojierity  of  a  Bour- 
^.y.  though  ever  fo  rich,  and  though  the  Family  have 
left  off  Trade  a  Hundred  Years  ago,  are  ftill  but  Bour- 
geois   until  they  are  ennobled  by  Patent,  or  have  wiped 

f  ]\?r^'^''l  ''^".  ^^''"S  ^^^"  Merchants,  by  fome 
Jignal  Military  Service,  or  have  purchafed  fome  honour- 
able ±.mp]oy.  Therefore  when  the  Noblejfe  call  the 
.Merchants  Bourgeois,  BurgelTcs,  they  mean  it  as  a  Term 
""If  T"'^\  ^"'^  !^'P^-°''':fh  anfwering  to  that  oUitiful  low 

^  x^M  V"  ^'-^^'^'-  ^"'^'^'^'  ^y  ^«'^e  Ordonances, 
t.ic  I\cblelle  are  permitted  to  engage  in  certain  Branches 
of  foreign  and  zvholcjale  Trade,  without  brinaincr  anv 
Stain  upon  their  Family.  But  thefe  Permiffiont  will 
have  very  little  EfHcacy  to  induce  the  Nobility  to  turn 
l.icrciants  as  long  as  the  Military  Service  is  fo  hi.hh 
exau.a  m  Credit  and  Reputation  above  Merchandize 
i  '^e  ^.ciy  Gefn?.'s  of  the  Government,  makes  it  a  Scan- 
B  A  L  not  to  be-  a  Soldier :  Laws  will  have  little  Force 
ligamk  this. 
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wherein  his  Riches  cannot  fecure  him  from 
Injiilt  and  Contejupt.  Being  therefore  defirous 
of  railing  his  own  Family  to  be  of  the  A^o- 
ble[j}^  he  leaves  off  Trade  as  foon  as  he  can, 
and  breeds  up  his  Sons  to  the  Military  Pro- 
feffion,  or  purchafes  fome  Office  in  the  Law 
or  Civil  Government,  which  may  ennoble  them. 

V.  The  Trade  df  Jr^/zr^"  fuffers  another 
Inconveniency  by  the  'Nature  of  its  Taxes. 
—  Some  of  thefe,  in  certain  Provinces,  are 
very  arbitrary  ;  as  the  Taille,  whicli  is  levied 
moflly  upon  the  poor  Peafants  and  Manufac- 
turers in  the  Country  Villages.  Others  are 
very  heavy -^  as  the  Duty  upon  Salt,  which  is 
Jhockingly  oppreffive.  Others  again,  though 
not  quite  fo  oppreffive,  are  yet  equally  impro- 
perly laid;  becaufe  they  are. upon  the  Neccffa- 
ries  of  Life,  which  are  to  feed  the  Tradejman, 
and  to  viBual  the  Shipping.  Thus,  for  Ex- 
ample, all  Sorts  of  ProvifionSy  Corn,  Wine, 
Butchers  Meat,  Poultry,  Eggs,  Fifli,  Gar- 
den-Stuff,  and  Fruit,  pay  a  Duty  at  the  £;z- 
trajice  of  fome  of  their  great  Cities.  There 
are  Duties  alfo  lately  laid  upon  Soap  and  Ca?!- 
dles.  And  in  the  Pais  des  Etats,  wJicre  the 
mofl  grievous  of  thefe  Imports  are  not  levied, 
they  lay  a  Provincial  Duty  upon  all  Things 
going  in  ox  out  of  that  Province  ;  which  makes 
tlie  Merchandize  lb  pdffing  through,  become 
the  dearer  at  ?.  foreign  Market. 

E  2  VL  The 
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VI.  The  Maifrifes,  which  fo  generally 
prevail  in  France^  is  a  Clog  to  the  Tirade  of  the 
Cou7itry.  —  Thefe  Maitrifes  are  much  the  fame 
as  our  Companies  in  Tbwns  Corporate  j  only  we 
have  this  Advantage,  That  in  England  their 
pernicious  Effedls  can  be  more  eafily  eluded  by 
having  Shops,  ^c.  within  Glafs  Windows. 
Befides,  our  beji  Manufaduring  Towns,  fuch 
as  Birmingham^  Manchefter^  Leeds,  and  even 
four  fifths  of  London  itfelf,  viz.  Wejiminjier, 
Southwark^  and  all  the  Suburbs,  have  no  Com- 
panies at  all.  Whereas  in  France  all  Tradef- 
men  are  obliged  to  be  free  of  their  proper 
Maitrife,  before  they  can  fet  up.  The  Fine 
for  this,  in  fome  Trades,  is  very  confiderable. 
And  there  is  alfo  in  Time  of  War,  an  annual 
Demand  of  a  certain  Proportion  of  Men  out 
of  each  Maitrife ;  which  is  underftood  to  im- 
ply a  Sum  of  MoJtey  by  way  of  equivalent. 
Thus,  the  more  thcfe  Maitrifes  become  uleful 
to  fupply  the  Exigencies  of  the  Government 
at  a  Pinch,  the  more  Privileges  they  will  ac- 
quire ;  and  the  greater  the  Privilege  is  of  any 
particular  Company,  the  Icfs  will  be  the  gene- 
ral Trade  of  the  Countrv. 

VII.  The  French  fuflain  fome  Difadvan- 
tage  by  their  Monopolies  and  exchifrve  Charters. 
' —  They  have  an  Eafi-India  Company  at  Port 
r  Orient :  Marfeilles  is  a  free  Port  for  the  Le- 
"vcni  and  Barhary  Trade  j  wljcrcas  there  is  a 

Duty 
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Duty  of  20  per  Cent,  upon  all  Merchandize 
of  thofe  Countries,  if  imported  into  any  other 
Port  of  France  in  the  Mediterranean.  And 
even  at  Marfeilles,  there  is  a  particular  exclu- 
iive  Company  for  importing  Corn  and  Wool 
from  Africa.  Lions  is  free  for  all  Silk  entring, 
or  going  out  j  whereas  there  is  an  heavy  Duty 
in  tlie  neighbouring  Towns  s  by  which  means. 
Lions  may  be  faid  to  have  an  exclufive  Char- 
ter. And  there  is  good  Reafon  to  conclude, 
there  is  fomething  of  the  fame  Nature  for  the 
T:'urky  Cloth  at  Carcajjonne,  the  Silk  and  Wor- 
fted  Stockings  at  Nlfmes,  the  Clothing  for  the 
Soldiery  at  Lodeve^  the  Superfine  Cloth  at 
Abbeville,  the  Stuffs  at  Amiens,  the  Camblets 
at  Arras,  the  painted  Linens  and  Cottons  at 
Roiien,  &c. 

VIII.  The  French  labour  under  no  fmall 
Difadvantage  on  Account  of  the  Expence  they 
are  at  in  the  Article  of  Shipping.  —  They 
have  more  Men  to  navigate  their  Ships  than 
the  Englijh,  becaufe  they  are  not  fo  expert 
Sailors.  They  mufl  carry  fome  fupernume- 
rary  Landmen,  by  the  King's  Orders  :  They 
mufl  have  many  Officers  to  govern  thefe  Men, 
becaufe  the  Merchant  is  to  be  refponfibk  for 
them  when  the  Ship  returns.  Thefe  Officers 
will  have  a  grand  Table,  a  Cook,  and  new 
Bread  every  Day.  The  Ship  lies  long  in  Port, 
if  fcnt  to  the  Weft-Ladies  to  difpofe  of  the 
Cargo  :  Becaufe  their  Creolians  are  faid  to  be 
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fo  difhoneji,  that  they  do  not  care  to  trufh 
them  with  Commiffions.  And  fo  the  Ex- 
pences  of  the  Officers  and  of  the  Crew  run 
very  high.  Add  to  this,  that  the  Officer  be- 
longing to  the  Marine  in  France^  will  find 
Ways  and  Means  to  give  great  Trouble  to  the 
Merchant,  both  as  to  the  Choice  of  Sailors, 
and  of  Officers,  unlefs  he  is  properly  conftder- 
ed :  Whicb  is  generally  done  by  buying  fome 
Ship  Stores  of  himfelf,  or  Friends,  at  an 
exorbitant  Price. 

IX.  The  two  National  Vices  of  the  French, 
Gaming  and  Fine  Clothes,  is  a  great  Hurt  to 
their  Trade.  —  Thefe  Expences  cannot  be 
fupported  but  by  a  large  Profit ,  and  that  will 
always  lejfen  the  Demand  at  a  foreign  Mar- 
ket, if  their  Neighbours  can  affiDrd  to  fell 
cheaper.  Not  to  mention  the  fwift  Ruin 
which  Gaming  fometimes  brings  on,  and  the 
Lofs  of  Time  occalioned  by  it. 

X.  The  Situation  of  the  French  Ports,  are 
a  great  Difadvantage  to  them,  with  refpeA  to 
the  Hamburg  and  Norther?i  Trade :  And  in 
regard  to  the  Southern  and  Wejl-Indies,  they 
are  not  better  fituated  ;  and  are  not  near  fo 
majiy,  nor  fo  good  as  ours,  efpecially  if  we 
take  Ireland  into  the  Account.  They  have 
only  an  Advantage  with  refpedt  to  the  Medi- 
terranean, 

To 


An    essay   on  TRADE.     3c 

T  o  thefe  Difad vantages,  it  has  been  inti- 
mated, I  ought  to  have  mentioned  their  many 
Holidays^  on  which  they  mufi  not  work,  and 
their  pompom  FroceJJions,  which  draw  the  Peo- 
ple a  gazing  after  them.— The  Thought  did 
occur  to  me  before,  at  the  Time  of  writing 
the  Jirft  Edition  :    But  I  fuppreffed  it  then^ 
and  now  beg  Leave  to  affign  the  Reafons ; 
VIZ.  In  the  iirft  Place,  thefe  Things  are  greatly 
wearing  off  in  France  every  Day;  fo  that  the 
Lofs  of  Time  is  not  fo  confiderable,  as   one 
may  imagine.     Secondly,  Allowing  that  fotne 
Time  is  idled  away  during  thefe  Holidays,  and 
in  feeing  Proceffions,  &c.  flill,  if  we  caft  up 
the  Account  of  the  Time  and  Money  which  are 
fpent  here  in  England  by  all  forts  of  Manu- 
faclurers  in  Horfe-Races,  Cock-fightings,  Cricket- 
Matches,  Bull-baitings,  but  more  efpecially  in 
Mobbing  and  EleSiioneering,    (all  wliich  are 
not  in  France)  I  am  perfwaded,  we  (liall  find 
the  Advantage  gained  over  them,  on  the  Score 
of  their  Holidays  and  Proceffions,  to  be  none 
at  all ;  and  that  upon  comparing  both  Articles 
together,  the  Amount  of  tlie  Diladvantages 
will  be  found  to  be  greater  on  our  Side,  than 
on  theirs. 


Fb. 
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The  Principal  Advantages  of 
Great  Britain  with  refpeSl  to 
Trade. 

I. '  I  ^  H  E  natural  Produce  and  Commodities 
J[  of  the  Country ;  Corn,  Wool,  Lead, 
Tin,  Copper,  Coal,  Butter,  Cheefe,  Tallow, 
Leather.  —  All  which  are  not  to  be  found  in 
France^  in  that  Plenty  and  Abundance  they  are 
in  England, 

IL  T^he  Number^  Good?iefs,  and  Situation  of 
our  Ports,  —  Thofe  on  the  JVeJletm  Side  of 
Great  Britain  (efpecially  if  we  reckon  Ire~ 
land  a  Part  of  ourfehes,  and  include  both 
lilands  under  one  General  Interest, 
as  in  Reafon  and  Policy  we  ought  to  do)  are 
almoU:  as  well  fituated  for  the  Southern  Trade, 
as  the  French  :  They  are  four  times  as  many 
in  Number,  and  much  better  for  Safty,  and 
Depth  of  Water.  And  as  to  the  North  and 
Baltick  Trade,  the  French  can  come  into  no 
Comparifon  with  ours. 

III.  A^^- 
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III.  Nature  has  been  very  bountiful,  in^  be^ 
Rowing  on  us  fuch  excellent  Fijheries  •,  particu- 
larly the  Herring-Fificry,  on  the  Northern 
Coafts  of  Scotla7id,  and  the  Cod  on  the  South 
Weft  of  Ireland.  —  Thefe  great  Advantages  are 
always  In  our  Power  to  cultivate  and  improve: 
And  it  is  our  Fault,  and  our  Reproach,  that 
we  do  not. 

IV.  England  enjoys  another  Advantage 
by  means  of  its  free  Goroernment.  —  A  Mer- 
chant can  go  to  Law  with  the  Crown,  as  ea- 
iily  as  with  a  private  Subjea;.  The  'fudges 
are  for  the  Life  of  the  Frince  on  the  ^hrone, 
and  confequently  not  under  the  immediate  In- 
fluence of  the  Court.  No  Man's  Perfon  can 
be  detained,  but  a  Reafon  muft  be  given,  and 
the  Matter  brought  to  an  open  Trial,  where 
his  Equals  are  to  be  his  fudges,  and  to  decide 
between  him  and  the  Crown,  whether  he  hath 
committed  an  Offence  againft  the  State,  or 
not. 

V.  Another  ineftimahle  BlefTing,  and  a 
great  Advantage,  confidered  merely  in  a  Com- 
mercial View,  is  the  Liberty  of  Ccnfcience  we 
enjoy  in  thefe  Kingdoms.  —  Every  Man  is  per- 
mitted to  worOiip  God  in  the  Way  he  thinks 
the  right  and  trui\  without  Fear  or  Refe?-ve-, 
and  mav  educate  his  Children  in  his  own  Reli- 
gion.   The  Rommi  Catholicks  indeed  are  under 
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fome  legal  Difcouragements  :  But  it  is  plain, 
"the  Legillature  conlidered  them  rather  -as  a 
Tclitical^  than  a  Religious  Sed:,  when  thole 
Laws  were  enauted.  And  the  prefent  Govern- 
ment, by  its  Conda(5t  towards  them,  has  given 
them  fufficiently  to  understand,  That  they 
Hiall  not  be  difturbed  in  the  free  Exercife  of 
their  Religion,  provided  they  will  give  no  Dif- 
turhance  to  the  State  in  Civil  Affairs,  by  fiding 
ivith  its  Enemies.  This,  furely,  is  but  a  rea- 
fonahk  Demand  :  And  here  the  Matter  feems 
"to  rell. 

VI.  England  has  always  enjoy'd  an  Ad- 
vantage in  Trade,  as  its  ManufaElurers  have 
ever  been  in  high  Repute  for  their  Skill  and 
Ingenuity.  — Our  Locks,  Chains,  Clock-work, 
Mathematical  Inftruments,  and  all  Sorts  of 
Cutlery  Ware,  far  exceed  all  others  at  this 
Day,  and  are  defervedly  preferred  by  foreign 
Nations.  And  our  Sailors  are  coniiderably 
fuperior  to  the  French,  in  their  Art  and  Dex- 
terity. 

VII.  England  enjoys  a  very  vifible  Ad- 
vantage over  France,  as  the  ivhole  Bulk  of  our 
People  may  be  concerned  in  T'radc,  if  they  pleafe, 
idthout  any  Difreputafion  to  their  Families. — 
Tiie  Pro  feu  ion  of  a  Merchant  is  efteemed  full 
as  honour  able  as  that  of  an  Officer.  And  no 
Man  need  leave  off  Trade,  when  he  finds 
himfclf  rich,   in   order  to  be  refpcded   as  a 

Gentle- 
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Gentleman.  It  is  likewife  no  Scandal  for 
younger  Brothers  of  the  mofl  antient  Families 
to  be  h'ed  up  to  Trade  and  Bufmcp, 

VIII.  We  enjoy  a  fingular  Advantage  hy 
cur  vajl  Colonies  on  the  CoJitine'nt  <?/' America. — • 
Fiom.  Newfoundland  to  Georgia^  is  an  immenic 
Country;  where  all  the  Inhabitants  do  ufe 
more  or  lefs  of  the  Growth  of  their  Mother 
Country;  and  Englaiid,  again,  receives  the 
Produce  and  Growth  of  theirs.  This  is  a 
mutual  Benefit,  and  ftill  improveable. 

IX.  The  Ijland  oi'JamatcaV2&  fome  Ad- 
vantages over  any  of  the  French  lilands,  on 
Account  of  its  Situation,  to  carry  on  a  bene- 
ficial Trade  with  the  Spanifh  Main  ;  the 
Sweets  of  which  have  been  fo  fufficicntlv  felt 
during  the  late  War,  as  to  need  no  farther 
Illuilration.  And  this  Ifland  is  capable  of 
great  Improvements  in  many  other  Refpeds. 

X.  The  very  Wants  of  Great  Britain  in 
one  Refped:,  might  be  turned  into  a  lingular 
Advantage  over  the  French  in  an^Ahcr.  < —  It 
is  certain,  France  cannot  carry  on  a  ''Trade  to 
mofi  Countries  with  that  Ad^nnfaTc  to  the 
Country  it  trades  ivith,  as  the  Kngliih  can.  — 
For  Example ;  TJie  Enp;Ujh  can  trade  with 
the  Spaniards  to  mutual  Advarita'.';c :  If  die 
Englifh  exp.ort  Cloth  and  Stuffs  to  Spain,  they 
can  take  oil  Fruit?,  Oil  and  Wine,  by  w.iy 

F  1  o[ 
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of  Barter.  Whereas  the  French  can  make  no 
uie  of  thefe  Commodities,  having  fo  much  of 
their  cwn  Growth  both  to  ufe  and  to.  fpare,  — - 
A  Confideration  of  this  Nature,  well  timedy 
and  Jlrongh  urged,  might  have  a  good  EfFedl 
upon  ihc  SpaniJJj  Court,  to  induce  them  to 
favour  the  EngliJJj  Commerce,  and  difcounte- 
nr  nee  the  French.  It  is  owing  to  the  fuccefs^ 
fid  Application  of  Sir  Paul  Methuen  on  this 
very  Head,  v^^hen  Envoy  to  the  Court  of 
Portugal^  that  the  Englijh  at  this  Day  enjoy 
the  whole  Trade  of  Portugal^  and  that  the 
French^  in  a  Manner,  are  excluded. 


The  principal  Disadvantages  of 
Great  Britain  with  regard  to 

Trade. 

I.'  I  ^HEfirftand  capital  Difadvantage, 
J^  is  the  Want  of  Subordination  in  the 
Jcwcr  C/afs  cf  People.  — This  is  attended  with 
dreadful  Confequences,  both  in  a  Commercial 
and  a  Moral  View.  If  they  are  fuhjeSi  to 
little  or  no  ControU^  they  will  run  into  Vice  : 
Vice  is  attended  with  Expence^  which  muft 
be  [upper ted  either  by  an  high  Price  for  their 
Labour ^  or  by  Metliods  JliU  more  dejlrudlive. 

The 
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The  End  of  all  is  Ponjerty  and  Difeafe  j  and 
fo  they  become  a  loathjome  Burden  to  the 
Publick.  Nothing  is  more  -vifible,  than  the 
frreat  Difference  between  the  Morals  and  Indiij- 
try  of  the  manufaBuring  Poor  in  Fvmct  and 
^•/ England.  In  the  former,  they  arc  fiber, 
frugal,  and  laborious :  they  marry,  and  have 
Flotks  of  Children^  whom  they  bring  up  to 
Labour.  In  the  latter,  they  are  given  up  to 
Drunkennefs  and  Debauchery:  The  Streets 
fwarm  with  Projlitutes,  who  fpread  the  in- 
feBion,  till  they  are  carried  to  an  Hofpttal,  or 
their  Grave,  The  Men  are  as  bad  as  can  be 
defcribed;  who  become  more  -vttiousy  more 
indigent  and  idle,  in  proportion  to  the  Jdvance 
of  kages,  and  the  Cheapne/i  of  Provi/iom. 
Great  Numbers  of  both  Sexes  never  working 
at  all,  while  they  have  any  thing  to  fpend  upon 
their  Vices. 

II.  The  prodigious  Expence  of  Eledliomer- 
ing  is  another  fatal  Stab  to  "Trade  and  InduJ- 
try.'-'lt  is  not  only  fo  much  Monty  fpcnf, 
but  it  is  fpent  moftly  upon  ManufaBurers- 
and  fo  it  gives  them  a  T:afle  for  Idleyiefs,  and 
brings  on  an  Uabit  of  Drunkennefs,  and  Ek- 
travagance.  The  JVajit  alfo  of  Subordination, 
iuft  now  complained  of,  is  moftly  to  be  m- 
'puted  to  the  fame  Caufe,  as  it  fets  them  ahc^cr 
Controll,  frees  them  from  all  Reftraint,  ar.d 
brings  down  the  Rich  to  pay  their  Court  to  them, 
contrary  to  the /«,/?  and  proper  Order  of  Society. 
^  •  111,  Anothir. 
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III.  Another  very  great  Burden  on  the 
£;7g-///Z>  Commerce,  is  the  vaji Numbers  qf  Poor; 
and  thofe  every  Day  increajing.  —  If  we  trace 
the  Matter  to  its  Fountain-head,  we  (hall  find 
it  to  be  owing  principally  to  the  fame  Cauies, 
viz.  EleBioneering,  and  the  Want  o^  Subordi- 
nation, And  if  a  Calculation  was  made  of  the 
Expe?ices  of  EleBioneeringy  and  the  _  ruinous 
Confequences  of  it,  together  with  the  annual 
Poor  Tax,  I  am  very  fure  it  would  exceed,  in 
the  Proportion,  what  i*r^»ff  expends  in  main- 
taining Three  Hundred  Thoufand  ReUpous  of 
both  Sexes  :  fo  that  we  gain  no  Advantage  over 
France  in  this  refped:,  by  our  own  Dijolute^ 
nefs  and  ///  Management, 

IV.  Our  Trade  is  greatly  burthened  by  the 
Nature  of  moji  of  our  'Taxes,  and  the  Manner 
of  Ccllecling  them.  —  The  Cujloms  on  the 
Goods  imported,  make  thofe  Goods  come  much 
dearer  to  the  Confumer,  than  they  would  do, 
if  the  Confumer  hitnfelf  was  to  pay  the  Duty : 
and  this  becomes  a  ftrong  Temptation,  to  our 
People  to  Smuggle.  The  Taxes  upon  the  Ne- 
cejj'aries  of  Life,  are  in  Fadt  fo  many  Taxe$ 
upon  Trade  and  Induftry.  And  fuch  muft  be 
accounted  the  Duties  upon  Soap,  Coal,  Candles, 
Salt  and  Leather.  The  expenftve  Manner 
likewife  of  colleBing  them,  is  ftill  an  additional 
Difadvantage  j  fuch  as  the  Multiplication  and 
Splitting  of  Offices,  F at ent-F laces ^  Fees,  Si?ie^ 

CureSj 
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Cures  J  Penfwns,  &c.  &c.  Thefe  Things  indeed 
create  a  Dependence  upon  the  Court,  and  are 
faid  to  flrengthen  the  Hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment j  but  if  they  do  fo  in  o?2e  refpedt,  they 
weaken  it  much  more  in  another.  They  give 
too  jujl  Caufe  for  Complaint ;  the  beji  Friends 
of  the  prefent  Eftablifliment  are  grieved  to  fee 
dny  Meafures  which  they  cannot  vi?2dicute. 
Repeated  Murmurs,  where  there  is  a  real 
Foundation  for  them,  naturally  tend  to  alienate 
the  AffeSlions  of  the  Bulk  of  the  People,  whlcli 
above all^hings  (hould  ht guarded  agalnft  ;  be- 
caufe  in  Times  of  aBual  Danger,  it  is  the  People^ 
and  not.  Place- Men  and  Penfioners,  whocany^-r^ 
the  Government,  and  oppofe  themfelves  againfl: 
the  Invaftons  of  Foreign,  or  the  InfurrcBions  of 
Domejiick  Enemies.  As  was  plaiiily  {z'tw  in 
the  Cafe  of  the  late  Rebellion. 

V.  The  great  Number  of  Smugglers  in 
England,  are  of  infinite  Detrimefit  to  frade. — 
They  carry  nothing  but  Bullion,  or  Wool  out 
of  the  Kingdom,  and  return  moftly  with  the 
Commodities  of  France.  They  are  the  72ecef- 
fary  Caufe  of  creating  many  Offices,  main- 
taining Sloops,  Smacks,  ^c.  to  guard  agalnft 
them ;  and  they  furniili  a  Pretence  for  adding 
jnany  more.  Thus  they  become  doubly  Mil- 
cliievous.  They  tempt  others  to  do  the  Ukr, 
for  fear  of  being  ruined  in  their  lawful  Trades 
by  bcino;  underjold.  The  Pradice  of  Smug- 
gling debauches  the  M^'rah.  oi'  the  common 

IVonlc, 


40     An   essay  on   TRADE. 

People,  it  leads  them  into  Perjury^  and  tutors 
them  up  in  all  Vice  and  Extravagance.  So  many 
Expences  incurred,  fo  many  Deficiencies  in  the 
Revenue,  muft  be  made  up  fome  other  Way ; 
that  is,  by  Duties  not  fo  liable  to  be  embezzled. 
And  therefore  Fad:  it  is.  That  every  Man  in 
paying  Taxes  for  Land,  &c.  pays  for  the  Da- 
mage do7ie,  or  caufcd  by  Smuggling.  And  yet 
////  there  is  a  proper  Subordination  introduced, 
and  the  Salification  for  Voting  fomething  al- 
tered from  what  it  is  at  prefent,  it  is  eafy  to 
fee,  there  never  can  be  any  effeBual  Cure  for 
x\\\?,  growi^tg  Evil.  Smugglers  are,  for  the  moft 
part.  Inhabitants  of  Boroughs  and  Towns  Cor- 
porate: They,  or  their  Relations,  Friends, 
Dealers,  Acquaintance,  &c.  are  Voters: 
And Verbu?n  fat  fapienti, 

VI.  Our  Monopclies,  publick  Cojnpanies,  and 
Corporate  Charters,  are  the  Bane  and  Dejiruc- 
tion  of  a  free  Trade.  —  By  the  Charter  of  the 
Eajl-India  Company,  at  leaft  Nijie  Tboufand 
Nine  Hundred  and  Ninety  Nine  Briti^j  Sub- 
jeds,  out  of  Ten  Thoufa?id,  ix^ithout  having 
committed  any  Fault  to  dejerve  fuch  a  PimiJJj-' 
ment^  are  excluded  from  trading  any  where  be- 
yond the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  By  the  Charter 
of  the  Turky  Cojnpany  a  like,  or  a  greater 
Num.ber,  are  excluded  from  havins;  any  Com- 
merce  with  the  whole  Turkifi  Empire.  The 
Hudfo?fs  Bay  Company  engrojjl's  all  the  Furr 
Trade  with  iliQ  India?:. ^^  in  an  Extent  of  Conn- 

try 
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try  almofl  as  large  as  half  Europe.  Thus  the 
Interefl  of  NineThoufand  Nine  Hundred  and 
Ninety  Nine  Fellow-Subje6ts,  i^facrificedj  in  fo 
many  Refped:Sj  for  the  Sake  of  a  iingle  One. 
The  'a:;/6o/6^  Nation  fuffers  in  its  Commerce,  and  is 
debarred  trading  to  more  than  tlvee  Fourths  of 
the  Globe,  to  enrich  a  few  rapacious 'D\r:Q,d:ovs. 
'They  get  wealthy  the  very  fime  Way  by  which 
the  Fublick  becomes  poor^  'viz.  iji^  By  ex- 
porting fjnall  ^antities  of  our  own  Manufac- 
tures^ in  order  to  have  an  exorbitant  Profit  j 
and  idly,  by  importing  but  a  few  of  the  raw 
Materials  oi  foreign  Countries,  that  they  may 
have   the  higher  Price   for  what  they  bring 

home A  double  Mifchief !  equally  fatal  to 

the  Community,  both  by  the  Smallnefs  of  their 
Exports  and  Imports. 

And  as  to  corporate  Charters,  and  Cofnpa^ 
nies  of  Trades,  they  are  likewife  fo  many  Mo- 
72opolies  in  the  Places  to  which  they  belong,  to 
the  great  Detriment  of  ?z^//c;z^/ Commerce. — 
To  convince  any  one  of  this.  Let  him  but 
fuppofe  a  Set  of  Toaicn  and  Country  Butchers 
frequenting  the  fame  Market ;  and  that  the 
Country  Butchers  were  excluded  for  a  Market 
or  two ;  would  not  the  Town  Butchers  raife 
their  Price  ?  /.  e.  put  all  their  fellow  Citizens 
under  Contribution,  by  means  of  this  Privilege? 
And  doth  not  every  ether  Company  the  fan^e 
in  all  Things  they  fell  ?  Ai-id  what  is  the  Con- 

fequencc  ? A  general  Dearnefs  among  one 

G  another, 
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another,  wliich  mufl  light  at  loft  upon  the 
Foreign  Trade,  and  therefore  diminijh  tlie 
^antity  to  be  exported, 

VII.  Our  Imprudence  and  Narrow-Jpirtt' 
ednefs  in  not  inciting  Foreigiters  to  fettle 
amonz  Us,  is  another  ??mteriai  Diiadvanta^e  to 
the  EngUP'j  Trade.  —  Foreigners  can  never  get 
rich  in  a  ftrange  Country,  but  by  working 
cheaper  or  better  than  the  Natives,  And  if 
they  do  fo,  though  Indi'vi duals  may  fuffery 
the  Publick  is  certainly  a  Gainer  j  as  there  is 
fo  much  Merchandize  to  be  exported  upon 
cheaper  Terms,  or  fo  much  faved  to  the  Mer- 
chant, whereby  he  m.ay  afford  to  export  the 
cheaper.  Not  to  mention.  That  by  this 
means  the  Price  of  Labour  is  continually  beat 
dcivn^  Combi?iatioris  of  "Journeymen  againft  their 
Majlers  are  prevented,  Indujlry  is  encouraged, 
and  an  Emulation  excited:  All  which  are 
greatly  for  the  Publick  Good. 

Besides,  a  Foreigner  jufl  efcaped  from 
Slavery  and  Oppreffion,  when  he  gets  rich  in  a 
Land  of  Liberty  and  Plenty^  is  not  likely  to 
return  homiC,  but  will  fettle  among  Us,  and 
become  one  of  ourfelves,  with  his  whole  Fa- 
m ii V.  And  what  are  all  Englijl:?nen  but  the 
T)efcendants  of  Foreigners  f  In  fliort,  it  is  the 
f  .me  weak  Policy  to  prevent  Foreigners  fettle- 
ir:g  nmong  us,  as  it  is  in  the  Poor  about 
LcndG?i'j  to  oppofe  the  Treljb  and  Irijlj  coming 
.  up 
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up  to  work  in  the  Garde77s,  and  carry  in  the 
Harve/l ;  not  confidering,  that  if  the  Gardener 
or  Farmer  cannot  have  his  Work  done  cheap, 
he  cannot  afford  to  fell  the  Garden-StufF, 
Bread,  &c.  cheap  to  them.  So  that  they 
themfelves  find  their  Account  in  the  Cheap- 
nefs  of  the  Labour  of  thefe  Perfons.  Indeed  the 
EngliJJj  fhould  give  more  Encouragement,  if 
poiiible,  to  Strangers  than  France  doth,  as  for 
many  other  Realons,  fo  particularly  for  this. 
That  the  Fleniifi,  Germans,  Swifs,  Tiedrnontife^ 
Italians,  &c.  can  arrive  at  mofl  of  the  Manu- 
faduring  Towns  in  France  at  a  trifing  Ex- 
pence  ;  whereas  the  long  Journey  from  their 
own  Country,  and  the  Paffage  over  into  E;;^- 
land,  are  a  very  great  Difcouragement  to  Fo- 
reign Manufadurers  to  come  to  fettle  Iiere. 

VIII.  Our  ill  judged  Policy,  and  unnatural 
Jealoufy  in  cramping  the  Commerce  and  Maim- 
jaBures  of  Ireland,  is  another  very  oreat 
Bar  againff  extending  our  Trade.  —  This  is  a 
nioft  unaccountable  Infatuation,  which  has 
not  the  Shado^dD  of  2i  publick  and  nationalK^-^i- 
fon  to  defend  it.  For  if  Ireland  gets  rich, 
what  is  the  Confequence?  Fjigland  will  be 
rich  too,  and  France  will  be  the  poorer.  The 
Wool  which  is  now  Smuggled  from  *  Ireland 
G  2  into 

*  A  Clergyman,  whnfc  Living  is  in  the  Jt^cJ}  of  Ire- 
Innd,  afTurcd  mc,  That  juft  after  the  Peace,  the  JVqo] 
Smugglers  of  his  Parifti,  got  upwards  of  50  per  Cent,  bv 
ih^  Wool  they  fold  to  the  French.  —  As  long  as  this  is 

thi 
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into  France,  and  manufactured  there,  and  Jf'&m 
thence  fent  to  oppofe  our  own  Commodities  at 
foreign  Markets,  would  be  manufaftured  in 
^Ireland  j  the  French  would  loofe  the  Benefit  of 
it,  the  Irifi  would  get  it :  —  the  Rents  of  the 
Eftates  in  Ireland  would  rife ;  and  then  the 
Money  would  foon  find  its  way  into  England, 
Befides,  the  IriJJj  might  be  incorporated  into 
the  Englifi  Parliament,  and  make  one  Nation 
with   ourfelves,    bearing  an  equal   Share    of 
Taxes,  and  fo  eafing  E?igla?idat  the  fame  Time 
that  Ireland  is  enriched.     But  more  of  this 
hereafter. 

IX.  W  AtiT  of  a  lefs  expenfive.  Way  of  Rc" 
pairing  our  Roads ;  Want  of  more  Navigable 
Ri'vers  and  Canals,  are  a  very  great  Difadvan- 
tage  to  England,  in  Comparifon  oi  France.-— 
Every  one  muft  be  fenfible  of  the  heavy  Tax,- 
which  fo  many  Turnpikes  lay  upon  Trade ; 
and  how  bad  even  the  Turnpike  Roads  are  in 
many  Parts  of  the  Country,  diftant  from  Lon- 
don. We  have  no  Canals  to  open  a  Commu- 
nication between  City  and  City,  River  and 
River,  though  our  Country  is  much  better 
adapted  for  them  than  France, 

X,  We 

tlie  Cafe,  LoTxit  and  ReJlrlSllom  will  fignify  nothing.  If 
we  have  a  Mind  to  prevent  the  Irifi  fending  their  Wool 
to  France,  we  mull:  make  it  their  Interest  to  keep 
It  at  home  j  which  can  never  be  done,  but  by  per?nitting 
them  to  77ianufailiirc  it  ihcmfches,  and  export  it  to  any 
Market  they  can. 
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X.  We  labour  under  a  very  great  Difad- 
vantage,  as  moji  of  our  Leeward  IJJands  are 
now  wor?i  out,  and  indeed  were  never  fo  fer- 
tile, or  of  To  lafiitig  a  Soil  as  the  French  j  there- 
fore they  require  a  greater  Expence  to  culti- 
vate them  :  So  that  our  Sugars  muft  come  the 
dearer  to  Europe,  Befides,  as  we  ufe  fo  much 
for  Home  Confumption,  we  have  the  Lefs  to 
fpare  for  foreign  Markets. 

XL  England  labours  under  a  peculiar 
Difadvantage  in  Comparifon  to  France,  as  its 
Colonies  are  not  fo  much  under  the  Command  of 
their  Mother  Country,    nor  fo  ftudious  of  her 
Welfare,  — In  many  of  thefe  Colonies y^wr^?/ 
Manufadures  are  fet  up,  and  more  intended  to 
be  ereded,  which  will  greatly  interfere  with 
the  Trade  of  England.     And  we  muft  exped 
that  this  Evil  will  not  decreafe,  but  increafe 
by  Time,    unlefs    an    effedual  Method  can 
fpeedily    be  put  in   Practice,    to  divert  the 
Thoughts   of  our  American   Colonies  from 
thefe  Purfuits,  to  fome  others,  equally /rwV^- 
ahle  to  them,  and  lefs  detrimental  to  us,     Be- 
fides, they  not  only  fet  up  Manufadures  of 
their  own  in    Oppofition  to  ours,  but  they 
purchafe  thofe  Luxuries  and  Refinements  of 
Living  from  Foreigners,  which  we  could /z/r- 
nifli  them  with.     It  is  computed,  that  they 
are  fupplied  with  at  leaft  one  third  of  thele 

Articles 
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Articles  from  foreign  Nations ;  amongft  whom 
the  French  come  in  for  the  greateft  Share. 

XII.  We  alfofuffer  a  further  Inconvenience 
in  not  inviting  Foreigners  to  travel  into  Eng- 
land, and  fpend  their  Money  among  Us ;  and 
in  being  too  fond  of  travelling  our/elves. -^It  is 
certain,  England  has  as  many  Curiofities  for  a 
Foreigner  to  obferve,  as  any  Country  in  the 
World :  The  whole  Ifland,  and  every  thing 
belonging  to  it,  being  in  many  Refpedis  dif~ 
ferent  from  the  Continent,  and  worthy  the 
Attention  of  a  Stranger.  And  even  as  to  fine 
Faintings^  original  Statues^  and  Antiques^  w6 
have  prodigious  Colled:ions  of  them  in  private 
Hands,  though  little  known  even  to  our  owfi 
Countrymen,  for  want  of  a  publick  and  gene- 
ral Catalogue.  Moreover,  our  Englijh  Tra- 
vellers in  France  and  Italy,  are  continually^ 
making  new  Colleflions  in  order  to  carrj' 
home  and  embellifh  their  own  Country.  And 
yet  our  Gentry  are  {o  Jhy  to  Strangers,  the 
Servants  expect  fo  much  Vails,  and  the  com- 
mon People  are  fo  rude  and  affronting,  that 
very  few  care  to  travel  in  fuch  a  Country, 

XIII.  The  high  Price  of  Labour  is  ano- 
ther infuperable  Bar  to  a  large  T'rade.  —  The 
Caufes  of  which  are  fuch  as  have  been  af- 
figned  already,  viz.  EleBioneering  —  the  cor- 
rupt Morals  of  tlie  People  —  Taxes  on  the 

Neceffaries 
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Neceffaries  of  Life  — MofiopoUes,  publick  Com- 
panies,  and  corporate  Charters  of  trades, 

XIV.  We  fuiFer  a  very  great  Detriment 
\  through  the  JVant  of  Publick  InfpeSiors,  to  fee 

that  our  Manufadurers  produce  every  Thino- 
good  in  its  Kind-,  that  they  give  good  Weight 
and  Meafure,  and  fold  the  it^cr/^  ^/^^  outer- 
moji.  And  what  is  flill  worfe,  wheie  fuch 
have  been  appointed,  they  have  degenerated, 
through  fome  unhappy  Abufe,  fo  far  as  to 
tncreafe  the  Evil  they  were  intended  to  correct, 

XV.  Add  to  all  thcfe,   the  Dif courage- 

merits  and  Oppofitions  which  the  moft  generous 
Scheme  will  too  often  meet  with  from  fel[- 
inter efied  and  depgning  Men,  who  pervert  the 
invaluable  Blefling  of  Liberty  a.nd  a,  free  Coji- 

flitut.ioji  to  fome  of  the  worji  of  Purpofes.  In 
a  defpotick  Kingdom,  the  MiniilT.y  have  none 
to  oppofe  them  in  their  good  Dejigns  :  But 
among  us,  let  their  Plan  be  ever  fo  well  cal- 
culated for  the  Publick  Good,  yet  if  it  clafl-ies 
with  the  private  Intereft  of  any  particular 
Perfons,  trading  Companies,  Or  Boroughs,  (as 
it  neccffarily  j?iujl  do)  then  it  is  oppoled,  un- 
der various  Pretences,  by  the  united  Force  of 

falfe  Patriots,  wlio  inflame  the  Populace  witJi 
Words  and  Names,  and  blacken  and  mifrepre- 

fent  the  bcjl  Defigns  in  the  mofl  malevolent 
manner. 

Besides, 
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Besides,  in  an  abfolute  Government, 
there  is  no  Poffibility  of  gaining  Preferment 
by  making  one's  felf  formidable  to  the  Mi- 
niftry.  Whereas  in  England^  it  is  the  fure 
Road  to  it.  A  bold  plaufible  Speaker  in  the 
Houfe  embaraiTes  the  Schemes  of  the  Minis- 
try, not  bccaufe  he  thinks  them  wrong,  but 
becaufe  he  expeds  to  be  b  o  u  G  h  t  o  f  f  by 
a  Place,  or  a  Penfion.  A  News- Writer,  or  a 
Pamphleteer,  puts  every  Meafure  of  the  Court 
in  the  moft  odious  Light,  in  order  to  make 
his  Paper  fell  the  better,  or  to  be  thought 
confiderable  enough  to  be  retained  on  their 
^ide. 

O  N  the  other  hand,  the  Miniftry  are  too 
apt  to  endeavour  to  quajh  a  Motion,  not  be- 
caufe it  was  a  bad  one,  but  becaufe  it  came 
from  the  Party  in  the  Oppofition.  A  good 
Motion,  a  publick-fpirited  and  generous  Pro- 
pofal,  would  raife  the  Credit  of  the  Authors 
of  them  too  high  with  the  People,  were  they 
carried  into  Execution,  to  the  Detriment  of 
the  Miniftry,  Therefore  falus  s  u  i,  not  fa- 
lus  P  p  P  u  L I  fuprema  Lex  efto. 

Thus  it  is  on  both  Sides  :  And  an  honeft 
well-meaning  Perfon,  whofe  Views  'ss^ftngle, 
and  who  is  confcious  to  himfelf  of  no  other 
Attachment  but  the  Good  of  his  Country,  can- 

•    .  not 
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not  but  lametjt  xhtit  pernicious  Evils. —  And 
the  more  fo,  as  he  muft  defpair  of  feeing  them 
eifedtually  removed  or  cured^  without  intro- 
ducing worfe  Evils  in  their  flead,  —  unlefs 
Men  were  much  honefter^  and  more  upright 
than  they  are ;  which,  it  is  to  be  feared,  is 
PQt  likely  to  be  foon  the  Cafe. 


H 
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CERTAIN 

PROPOSALS 

For  remedying  many  of  the  above- 
mentioned  Inconveniencies  \ 
and  retrieving  the  Trade  and 
Credit  (^/'Great  Britain. 


I.    PROPOSAL. 

O  alter  the  Salification  ofVot- 
ingy  and  to  introduce  ajuji  Sub- 
ordination among  the  People.  — • 
When  ■*  Forty  Shillings  a  Year 
was  fixed  upon  as  a  Standard 
for  a  Voting  Freeholder,  it  was 
certainly  more  than  an  Equivalent  to  T^wenty 
Founds  per  Ann.  of  modern   Rent.     Suppofe, 

noWj 

*  The  very  Recital  of  the  Statute,  which  afcertained 
the  Qiialification  of  Voting- Freeholders,  is  the  beft  Proof 
of  the  Reafonablenefs  and  Ncceffity  of  what  is  here  pro- 

pofed. 

'    ■  ^'^  Anno. 
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how,  that   T'^wenty  Pounds  per  Ann.  was  the 
requifite  Sum  for  a  Freeholderj  and  l^wo  Hun- 

dred 

<'  Anno  oBavo  Henrici  VI.  cap.  7. 
lV})at  Sorts  of  Men  Jhall  be  Choofers,  and  zvho  Jhall  he 
chofen  Knights  of  the  ParUa?nent. 
'  Whereas  the  Elections  of  Knights  of  Shires,  to 
come  to  the  Parliament  of  our  Lord  the  King,  in  ma- 
ny Counties  of  the  Realme  of  England,  have  7:ozv  of 
late  been  made  by  very  great  ourageous  and  excejfive Num- 
ber of  People,  dwelling  within  the  fame  Counties  of 
the  Realme  of  Englar~d,  of  the  which  moft  Part  was 
of  People  of  fmall  Siibjiance,  and  of  no  Value.)  whereof 
every  of  therrl  pretended  a  Voice  equivalent  as  to  fuch 
Elections  to  be  made,  with  the  moft  worthy  Knights 
and  Efquires  dwelling  within  the  Hiid  Counties,  where- 
by ManJJaughter,  Riots,  Batteries^  and  Divifions  among 
the  Gentlemen  and  other  People  of  the  fame  Counties 
fhall  very  likely  rife  and  be,  unieiTe  convenient  and  due 
Remedy  be  provided  in  this  Behalf:  Our  Lord  the 
King  confidering  the  Premifes,  hath  provided,  ordain- 
ed and  eftablilhed,  by  Authority  of  this  prefent  Parlia- 
ment, that  the  Knights  of  the  Shires  to  be  chofen  with- 
in the  fame  Realme  of  England,  to  come  to  the  Par- 
liaments of  our  Lord  the  King,  hereafter  to  be  holden, 
fhall  be  chofen  in  every  County  of  the  Realme  of  Eng- 
land^hy  People  dwelling  and  relident  in  the  i'ame Coun- 
ties, whereof  every  one  of  them  ihall  have  Land  or 
Tenement,  to  the  VaVuc  of  Forty  Shillings  by  the  Tear 
at  leajiy  above  all  Charges  ;  and  that  they  which  fhall 
be  fo  chofen,   fhall  be  dwelling  and  rc!".dcnt  within  the 

fame  Counties Provided  always,  that  he 

which  cannot  expend  Fo'tyShiliings  by  the  Tear, as  afore 
is  Jaid,  fhall  in  no  wife  be  Choofcr  of  the  Knights  for  the 
Parliament.' 

Herk  we  find  the  fame  Caufc  tending  to  produce  the 
(axwc  EfR-'iSl  in  former  "I'imcs,  as  in  the  prefent.  Only 
there  is  this  Difference,  that  the  Evil  could  not  be  near 
logical  then,  as  now  ;  becaiife  the  common  People  were 

H   r.  ufcd 


52     An   essay  on    TRADE. 

dred  Pounds  Stock  in  Trade  for  a  Tradefman, 
to  qualify  them  to  vote ;  the  immediate  Con- 
fequence  would  necelTarily  be,  that  the  Manu- 
faduring  Part  of  our  Nation  would  not  be 
called  from  their  Work,  to  run  roving  after 
every  Electioneering  :  A  proper  Subordination 
would  be  effedlually  introduced :  The  Laws 
againft  Idlenefs  and  Debauchery  might  be  exe- 
cuted-, and  Smuggling  in  a  great  meafure  fup- 
prejfed:  And  all  this  without  running  the  Rijk 
of  difobliging  fuch  Voters,  and  lojing  theirVotes. 
Moreover,  when  Things  were  put  upon  fuch 
a  Footing,  it  would  be  a  Matter  of  Honour  and 
Reputation  to  have  a  Vote  j  and  confequently, 
the  Voter  would  pique  himfelf  more  upon  his 
Integrity  and  Uncorruptnefs^  than  he  now  doth. 
He  would  be  above  that  Bribery  and  Corrup- 
tion, which  appear  fo  openly  and  avowedly  on 
all  Sides,  at  prefent,  throughout  the  Kingdom. 
Likewife  a  Spirit  of  Emulation  and  Indujlry 
would  be  excited ;  and  the  Privilege  of  Voting 
would  become  a  laudable  Inducement  to  every 
Artificer,  (not  to  get  Drunk,  or  to  take  a  pal- 

ufed  to  much  greater  Subordination,  and  the  Trade  of  the 
Kingdom  was  very  inconfiderable,  confequently  could  not 
have  fufFered  by  it  in  any  Degree  to  what  it  doth  at  prefent. 
And  yet,  if  fuch  were  the  Reafons  which  induced  the  Le- 
giflature  to  pafs  the  above-recited  A61  at  that  Time,  how 
much  more  Reafon  have  we  tofollowtheir  Example  now  ? 

The  prefent  Value  of /^cr/y  Shillings,  is  not  a  tenth 

Part  of  what  they  intended  ;  Therefore,  if  we  would  keep 
up  to  the  Spirit  and  Meaning  of  this  Law,  we  fhould  at 
ieaft  fix  the  Qualification  at  Twenty  Pounds  per  Annum. 

try 
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try  Bribe,  as  at  prefent  is  the  Cafe)  but  to  ht fru- 
gal 2ind  favmg,  in  order  to  raife  himfelf  to  the 
Degree  of  a  Foter.  And  many  Artificers  might 
accomplifh  this  by  2Lfew  Tears  Induftry  after 
they  are  fet  up.  The  Number  alfo  of  the 
Poor  would  confequently  be  lejjened ;  the  Price 
of  Labour  reduced ;  and  the  Perfons  themfelves, 
who  would  be  debarred  of  Voting  by  fach  a 
fuppofed  Bill,  much  happier,  much  richer^ 
and  quieter  than  they  now  are.  Add  to  this, 
That  a  Militia  for  Land  Service,  and  a  Regijler 
for  the  Sea  Service,  might  then  be  introduced, 
if  it  was  judged  expedient  5  whereas  at  prefent 
it  is  impraBtcable  \  becaufe  fuch  a  Power, 
wherever  lodged,  would  infallibly  be  applied 
to  the  bad  Purpofes  oiinjluencing  Votes  at  the 
Time  of  Eledions. 

n.     PROPOSAL. 

To  ered  certain  Courts  in  all  manuEi6lur- 
ing  Places  of  the  Kingdom,  where  the  chief 
Dealers  themfelves  {}:iall  petition  for  them,  with 
the  Title  of  *  G  u  a  r  d  i  a  n  s  of  the  Morals  of 

the 

*  The  Complaints  againft  the  Morals  of  the  manu- 
faduring  Poor  become  louder  every  Day,  and  certain- 
ly demand,  if  any  tiling  doth,  the /fr/c/a  Attention  o\  the 
Legijlature.  Combhmtlons  of  Journeymen  to  extort  ex- 
orbitant Wages.  —  This  Money  fpent  in  Drunkennefs 
and  Debauchery^  fo  that  they  are  the  Poorer  rather  than 
the  Richer  at  the  IFeek's  End,  by  the  advanced  Price, — 
their  Unfaithfnlnefs  to  their  Trajt^  —  ihc  Badnefs  of  their 
Work,  whenever  their  Mafters  have  a  great  Demand,  and 

dare 


54     An   ESSAY  ON    TRADE. 

the  manufadiunng  Poor.  Perhaps  fomethirig 
to  the  following  Effed,  might  fuggefl  Hints 
to  be  improved  upon. 

The 

dare  not  turn  them  of^—tht  increafing  Number  of  the 
Poor ;  thefe,  and  many  other  Articles  of  the  like  Nature, 
are  the  Complaints  ;a/?/>»  made  on  this  Head. 

A  certain  very  ingenious  Gentleman*  and  himfelf  a 
great  Manufadurer  in  the  Clothing  Way,  has  attended 
to  them  with  great  Afliduity ;  and  is  engaged  in  a  Scheme 
which  he  intends  to  exhibit  to  the  Publick,  of  a  very 
fingular  Nature,  for  the  Reformation  of  thefe  Abufes. 
He  has  carefully  obferved,  That  in  exceeding  dear  Years, 
when  Corn  and  Provifions  are  at  ah  extravagant  Price, 
then  the  Work  is  bejl  and  cheapeji  done  :  —  but  that  in 
cheap  Years,  the  Manufadurers  are  idle^  Wages  high, 
and  Work  ill  done.  He  has  carried  thefe  Obfervations 
through  many  Years  back ;  and  confirmed  them  by  the 
Teftimony  of  feveral  great  Writers  upon  Trade. 

Therefore  he  infers,  That  the  high  Duties,  Tax- 
es, and  Excifes  upon  the  NeceiTaries  of  Life,  are  fo  far 
from  being  a  Difadvantage  to  Trade,  as  Things  are  cir- 
cumftanced  among  Us,  that  they  are  eventually  the  chief 
Support  of  it :  — and  ought  to  be  higher  Jlill^  in  order  to 
oblige  the  Poor  either  to  Work  or  Starve. 

Some  Things  may  certainly  be  f;dd  in  favour  of  this 
Scheme.  But  an  humane  and  companionate  Man  can- 
not but  be  Jorry^  to  fee  the  Morals  of  the  Poor  fo  very 
corrupt^  as  to  oblige  any  one  to  think  of  fuch  an  Expe- 
dient. In  the  mean  Time,  as  much  may  be  faid  agamit 
it ;  and  as  it  would  involve  the  Innocent  as  well  as  the 
Guilty  in  the  fame  Puniihmentj  perhaps  fome  other  Ex- 
pedients would  better  anfwer  the  good  End  prop 'fed, 
and  not  be  liable  to  the  fame  Objeaions.  If  the  <^ali- 
lication  for  Voting  was  fettled  asin  the/r/?PropofJ  and 
Court  Guardians  erected,  as  propofed  in  this;  and  Fo- 
reign Manufadturers  naturalized^  in  order  to  keep  down 

the 


An  essay   on    TRADE. 


ss 


The  ^alijications  of  each  Member  of  this 
Court  to  be  as  follows j  iji.  That  he  employs 
not  lefs  than  twenty  Manufad:urers  on  his  own 
Account^  the  greater  Part  of  the  Year.  By 
this  Regulation,  the  moft  eminent^  as  well  as 
the  moft  concerned^  will  be  the  only  Perfons 
admitted.  idly^  That  each  Member  fub- 
fcribes  a  certain  Surn,  fuppofe  two  Guineas  at 
leaft,  every  Year  towards  the  good  Purpofes 
hereafter  to  be  mentioned :  but  that  they  be 
admitted  to  receive  the  Legacies  and  Dona- 
tions of  others,  '^dly.  That  each  Member  be 
a  tnarried  Man,  in  order  to  fet  the  good  Ex- 
ample here  recommended. 

The  Aim  of  this  Court  to  be,  To  difcou- 
rage  Vice,  Idlenefs  and  Debauchery,  —  and  to 
encourage  Induflry,  Probity  and  Fidelity,  in  the 
lower  Clafs  of  People. 

The  Means  to  effeduate  thefe  good  De- 
figns,  with  great  Submiffion,  perhaps  may  be 
as  follovys  j 

ift.  By 

the  Price  of  Labour,  and  prevent  any  Combinations 
among  our  own  People,  (as  Ihall  be  mentioned  in  a  fuc- 
cceding  Propofal)  perhaps  the  Morals  of  our  Poor  would 
be  as  unexceptionable,  and  the  Price  of  Labour  as  cheap, 
a,s  in  any  other  trading  Country. 

But  which  ever  Scheme  is  right,  or  if  neither  are,  the 
AfFair  itfclf  dcfervcs  the  mofi:  ferious  Regard  of  every 
one,  who  wlflies  well  both  to  the  Souls  and  Bodies  of 
bis  J^ellow  Creatures,  and  the  Good  of  his  Country, 
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ly?,  By  7'emoving  all  'Temptations^  as  much 
^s  pofTible,  out  of  the  Way;  to^which  End, 
this  Court  Guardian  fhall  have  th.Q  file  Power 
of  judgifdg,  How  many  Alehoufes,  &g.  are  ne- 
ceflary  to  be  licenfed  in  their  refpedive  Pif- 
tridts :  that  is.  They  fhall  not  have  a  Power  to 
exceed  the  Number  allowed  by  the  Juftices, 
but  to  lejfen  them  as  much  as    they  pleafi. 
Neither  fhall  they  have  the  Power  to  nomir 
nate  the  Perfons  to  be  licenfid ;  but  after  they 
have  delivered  in  their  Lifts,  the  Juflices  fhall 
nominate,  —  unlefs  the  Juflices  delay  to  do  it 
for  a  Month  after  Delivery  :  in  fuch  Cafe,  they 
fhall  be  impowered  to  nominate  themfelves. 
They  fhall  likewife  have  the  Power  of  levy- 
ing a  certain  Fine  by  Diflrefs  of  Goods,  or  in 
Default  of  that  fhall  inflid  corporal  Punifh- 
ment,    on   all  Perfons  who  keep  Cock^PitSy 
Skittle- Allies,  and  all  fuch  Places  for  the  Refort 
of  thecommonPeople,  within  their  Diflridt^  alfo 
thofe  who  fet  up  Stages  for  CudgeUPlayingficc.  or 
Booths  for  Horfe  Races,  or  bring  Liquors,  Cakes, 
Fruit,  or  any  like  Temptations,  to  draw  People 
together.     They  fhall  alfo  be  impowered  to 
expel  out  of  their  Diflridl,  all  fuch  common 
People  as  cannot  give  a  good  Account  of  them- 
felves, by  what  means  they  fubfifl  j  and  fhall 
particularly  be  enabled  to  remove  fuch  Women, 
as  are  fufpeBed  to  have  a  bad  CharaBer,  un- 
lefs they  can  clear  themfelves  from  the  Im- 
putation, by  the  Oaths  of  three  at  leafl  of 

their 
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their  Neighbours  of  good  S^uhflance  and  Repute^ 
that  they  beHeve  them  to  be  innocent  of  the 
Charge,  and  efteem  them  to  be  \\onefi^  chafte^ 
and  jober  Perfons. 

idly^  These  Courts  Guardians  fliall  endea- 
vour to  encourage  Induftry,  Probity,  and  practi- 
cal ReHgion,  by  the  following  Methods;  'uiz.  By 
allowing  Forty  Shillings  apiece  to  any  young 
Couple  going  to  be  married,  that  can  make  it 
appear  by  the  Teflimony  of  their  Mailers,  that 
they  have  faved  Three  Pounds  and  upwards, 
by  injorking  in  their  Service ;  and  have  behaved 
well.     If  each  of  thefe  can  produce  fuch  a 
Charader,    then   this   Forty   Shillings  to  be 
made  Four  Pounds.     But  not  to  be  paid  till  a 
Year  and  a  Day  after  Marriage,  during  which 
time  they  are  ftill  to  behave  well. — By  allow- 
ing alfo  fomething  difcretionally  to  thofe,  who 
are  over-burdened  with  large  Families,  or  are 
Sick,  whofe  Characters  are  known  to  be  good: 
—By  prefenting  alfo  a  few  good  Books,  to 
the  remarkably  diligent  and  induftrious,     Sup- 
pofe  thefe  were  the  Bible ^  and  Gajirel's  Chrif- 
tian  Inflitutes ;  which  are  Books  that  no  Per- 
fons of  ever  fo  different  Religious  Perfwafions 
can  objedt  to.    If  thefe  were  neatly  Bound,  gilt 
on  the  Back  and  Leaves,  with  a  Cloth  Cafe, 
and  had  flampt  on  one  Side  in  Gold  Letters, 
The  Hand  or  Tiin  Diligen't  mak-eth  Rich; 
And  on  the  Other, 
To  THF  Praije  of  thkm  that  do-'.vell; 

I  thev 
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they  would  be  kept  as  Family  Pieces,  and  Tro- 
phies ;  and  might  excite  the  fame  laudable 
■Emulation  in  their  Pojierity,  which  it  had  done 

in  the?njehes, 

N.  B.  The  Diftrid:  here  To  often  mention- 
ed, is  fuppofed  to  be  ten  Miles  round  from  the 
Town  or  Place  appointed  for  keeping  this 
Court.  The  Court  to  fit  every  Month,  at  leaft, 
for  the  Difpatch  of  Bufinefs,  wherein  the  At- 
tendance of  three  Members  will  be  fufficient : 
and  every  Quarter  a  general  Meeting,  which 
muft  be  compofed  of  feven. 

These  are  only  offered,  with  great  Sub- 
miflion  to  the  Publick,  as  Hints  to  be  im- 
proved upon.  The  Importance  of  the  Affair 
requires  that  fome  Expedients  fhould  be  tried 
without  Delay.  If  thefe  are  judged  improp^, 
the  Author  would  exceedingly  rejoice  to  fee 
better  in  their  room  3  and  thofe  effedually  car- 
ried into  Execution. 

III.     PROPOSAL. 

T  o  incorporate  both  the  Britifh  IJles  together^ 
and  to  make  one  Kingdom  in  all RefpeBSf 
as  to  parliament,  Trade,  and  Taxes, 

This  Propofal  of  Incorporation  has  long 
been  the  Wifh  of  every  generous  difmterejled 
Patriot  of  both  Kingdoms.     And  indeed  in- 

expreffibly 
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expreffibly  great  would  be  the  Benefit  on  3otb 
Sides.  The  Iriftj  would  fhare  in  the  Advan- 
tage of  our  Trade,  and  we  in  theirs.  By  per- 
mitting them  to  get  rich  at  the  Expence  of  the, 
French,  they  would  be  enabled  to  eafe  Us  of 
the  Burden  of  the  'worft  and  heavieji  of  our 
Taxes  : — whereas  at  prefent,  the  French,  thro' 
our  own  unaccountable  Infatuation,  get  rich  at 
their  Expence.  By  this  mutual  Benefit,  nei- 
ther Kingdom  would  be  looked  upon  as  Foreign 
to  the  other :  but  the  Goods  of  both  would 
be  imported  Duty-free,  or  perhaps  be  confi- 
dered  only  as  coming  Coaftwife.  The  koliile 
Prohibition  againft  weari?jg,  or  ufi?2g  the  Pro- 
duce of  either  Kingdom,  would  be  repealed; 
and  all  that  unnatural  War  between  the  Com- 
merce of  the  two  Nations,  would  be  at  an 
£W:  — which  would  be  attended  with  thefe 
further  happy  Confequences,  That  many  of 
the  Neceffaries  of  Life  would  be  imported 
cheaper  into  England,  than  they  now  can  be 
purchaled ;  a  great  Advantage  this  to  the  Mer- 
chant ^nd  Ma?2UjdBurer : —^ind  many  more 
of  the  Luxuries,  Ornaments,  and  Delicacies  of 
Living,  would  be  exported  from  hence  into  Ire- 
land. For  moil:  certain  it  is,  That  in  propor- 
tion as  Ireland  grew  rich,  they  would  take  the 
Lead  for  the  richeft  of  their  Cloaths,  Furniture, 
Plate,  Jewels,  Equipages,  Sec.  &c.  from  Eng-^ 
land.  Llkewife  the  Liducements  of  being  near 
the  Parliame?it,  the  Court,  the  Fuhlick  Funds, 
&c.  would  bring  many  moic  Irijh  Families  to 
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refide,  and  fpend  their  Fortunes  here,  than 
now  do.  In  fliort,  whatever  Wealth  Ireland 
would  draw  from  other  Counties  by  its  Pro- 
duce, Manufadures,  and  happy  Situation  j  all 
that  would  continually  center  in  England. 

But  here,  methinks,  I  hearSELF-lNTEREST 
making  an  Outcry,  "  They  would  run  away 
with  our  'Trade.''  But  pray  let  me  calmly  afk. 
Who  would  run  away  with  it  ?  or  where  would 
they  run  to  ?  Why  truly  our  (rdon  People^  our 
own  Countrymen^  (who  may  as  juftly  be  called 
fo,  as  the  Inhabitants  of  any  neighbouring 
County,-— and  are  fome  of  the  be/i  and  moft 
faithful  Subjects  the  Government  has)  would 
perhaps  carry  y^w^  part  of  a  Manufacture yrw;^ 
Us  to  themfelves.-^But  what  Detriment  would 
this  be  to  the  Publick  ?  The  People  of  York- 
fhire  have  done  the  very  fame  Thing  by  Glo- 
cejlerjlnre  and  WiltJJnre.  Let  us  therefore 
have  a  Meeting  of  the  Clothiers  of  thefe  two 
Counties  to  petition  the  Parliament,  That  the 
Torkjhire  Looms  and  Mills  may  be  all  broke  and 
dejiroyed :  For  they  have  run  away  with  our 

Trade. This  is  fo  ridiculous  and  abfurd  a 

Propofal,  that  I  believe  there  is  no  Perfon  liv- 
ing, but  muft  fee  and  feel  it  to  be  fo.  And 
yet  let  me  afk,  Is  not  this  the  very  Cafe  with 
refpeCt  to  the  Obiedion  agalnfl  incorporating 
with  Jr eland  "r  Or  if  there  be  a  Differ efice  be- 
tween the  two  Cafes,  1  lliould  be  glad  to  knov/ 
•therein  it  coniiits  ?    Is  Ireland  to  be  looked 

upon 
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upon  as  a  diftinft  Kingdom  ?  —  more  is  the 
Pity  :  For  as  the  two  Kingdoms  have  but  one 
€ommon  Heady  —  one  common  hitereft  both  in 
Church  and  State^  ^^^th^fame  Friends,  —  and 
the  fame  Enemies  j  they  ought  to  have  been 
long  fince  confolidated  together.  ——But  allow- 
ing it  to  be  called  a  diftind  Kingdom  at  pre- 
fent,  ////it  is  united: — fo  is  Torkjhire  a  diJiinH 
County,  and  was  formerly,  in  the  Times  of 
the  Heptarchy,  a  Kingdom  likewife  diftindi 
from  the  two  Counties  above  mentioned.  Is 
Ireland  2i  great  Way  diftant  from  England?-^ 
Torkjhire  is  at  a  greater  Diftance  ftill  from  the 
Counties  above  mentioned.  And  the  Commu- 
nication between  them  is  not  fo  eafy  by  LaJid^ 
for  the  Purpofes  of  Commerce,  as  the  other  is 
by  Sea. 

"But  Ireland  is  more  advantageoujly  fitu-- 
"  ated  for  the  Trade  to  the  Weft -Indies : 
"  Therefore « ."  Therefore  we  muft  deny 

our  own  People  the  Benefit  oiTrading,  because 
they  are  ad'-cantageoufly  fituated  for  carrying  it 
on.  Tliis  is  a  weighty  Argument.  Bri/lol,  for 
Inftance,  is  better  fituated  for  the  Irijh  Trade 
than  London  ;  therefore  let  us  Londoners pcti-- 
tion,  that  the  Port  of  Bri/iol  may  be  locked  up. 

I T  would  be  an  endlefs  and  a  tedious  Piece 
of  Work  to  wade  through  fuch  grofs  and  pal- 
pable Abfurdities.  One  Thing  is  plain  and 
obvious,    that  Self-Interefi^   the  Bane  of  all 

Publick 
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Publick  Good,  is  driven  to  hard  Shifts,  in 
order  to  cov$r  fuch  Views  a?  {he  dare  not 
openly  avow.  If  England  itfelf  was  divided 
into  two  Kingdoms,  one  comprehending  all 
the  South,  the  other  all  the  North  Side  of  the 
Thames,  and  there  were  hoftile  Prohibitions 
againft  importing  certain  Sorts  of  Goods  from 
hondon  to  Soutkwark^  and  vice  verfa  ;  and 
high  Duties  upon  all  the  Reft  :  Many  Indivi- 
duals on  both  Sides,  would  find  their  own 
private  Intereji  in  upholding  the  Divifion,  and 
would  cry  out,  upon  any  Propofal  being  made 
for  an  XJftion  —  Thefe  Foreigners  will  run  away 
with  our  'Trade  —  They  are  better  fituated  than 
Us  —  Our  Trade  is  in  Danger.  But  would 
this  Cry  weigh  with  upright  Men  on  both 
Sides,  who  had  the  Welfare  of  the  Commu- 
nity truly  at  Heart  ?  —  If  it  would  not,  what 
fhall  we  think  of  the  fame  Argument^  when 
urged  againji  Great  Britain's  incorporating 
with  Ireland? 

IV.     PROPOSAL. 

After  fuch  an  Union  of  the  two  King- 
doms, as  above  propofed,  By  Degrees  to  lay 
the  Englifh  Taxes  upon  Ireland  ;  and  to  eafe 
the  Englifli  of  the  mojl  burdenfome  of  theirs  in. 
the  fame  gradual  manner.  —  Suppofe,  there-  , 
fore,  the  firft  Year,  that  the  Englifi  Laws  of' 
Excife,  and  the  Duties  upon  French  Wines  and 
Brandies^  are  extended  to  Ireland -,  then  Efig- 1 

land^. 
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land  might  be  eafed  of  the  Salt  Tax^  the  fa?}ic 
Year,  or  the  following  one.  If  in  the  fecond 
Year  Ireland  were  charged  with  the  Stamp 
and  Paper  Duties^  England  might  be  difcharg- 
ed  of  the  Tax  upon  §<?<?/>  and  Candles.  If  in 
the  third,  a  Tax  Was  kid  upon  the  Window- 
Lights  in  Ireland^  the  Coal  Duties  might  be 
taken  off  from  England.  If  in  the  fourth,  the 
Tax  was  laid  upon  Coaches,  this  would  ena- 
ble the  Parliament  to  difcontinue  the  Duty 
upon  Leather,  Laftly,  If  in  the  fifth  Year, 
Ireland  was  fubjeded  to  a  Land-Tax,  this 
would  eafe  the  Lands  and  Houfes  of  England 
of  at  leaft  one  third  of  their  Burden, 

V.     PROPOSAL. 

T  o  fet  up  Woollen  and  Silk  ManufaBures 
in  the  Weft  Coafi  of  England,  and  South-Weft  of 
Ireland,  (fuppofing  the  former  Proposals 
to  take  Place)  in  order  to  rival  the  French. 

The  Price  *  of  Labour  is  as  cheap  in  thofe 
Parts,  as  any  where  in  Frajice  -,  and  when  a 

proper 

*  The  Price  of  Labour  at  the  Places  under  mention- 
ed was  given  me,  as  follows  : 

At  Li^e^  the  Wages  of  Journeymen  Stocking  and 
Camblet  Weavers,  about  24  Sous  per  Day,  i.  e.  about 
1 3  Pence  EngUflj  j  a  Soud  being  a  little  more  than  an 
Halfpenny. 

Abbeville  and  Amiens :  Journeymen  Weavers,  and 
Cloth- Workers,  according  to  the  Nature  of  the  Work, 

and 
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proper  Subordination  is  introduced;  the  Temp- 
tation of  Ele Pioneering  removed  ;  the  moft 
grievous  of  our  Taxes  abolifhed,  and  a  Trade 
let  open ;  it  is  probable,  that  Labour  might  be 
ilill  much  cheaper  :  By  which  means,  the 
French  might  be  cut  out  of  a  great  deal  of 
their  Levant y  and  Spanijh  Trade, 

Moreover,  w^hen  the  Woollen  Manu- 
fa(5lures  come  to  be  effedlually  eflabliflied  in 
thofe  Parts,  it  will  be  next  to  impollible  to 

and  their  Dexterity,  from  20  to  50  Sous  per  Dzy. 

Ditto ;  To  Women  employ'd  in  the  Manufadture,  not 
more  than  1 2  Sous  per  Day. 

Hedgers  and  Ditchers  in  the  Country,  about  i  o  Sous 
per  Day. 

Nantes:  Journeymen  Ship-Carpenters,  about  ^o  Sous 
per  Day. 

CaJIelnaudary :  Labourers  mending  the  Canal  of  Lan- 
guedoc^   by  the  Job,  earn  about  1 2  Sous  per  Day. 

Niftnes :  Journeymen  Weavers  in  the  Silk  and  Stock- 
ing Trade,  from  3  o  to  3  5  Sous  per  Day. 

Marfeilles :  Journeymen  Taylors  30  Sous  per  IDzy. — ■ 
Ditto:  Carpenters,  30 ditto. — Silk- Weavers,  from  30  to 
35  Sous  per  Day. 

Toulon  :  Journeymen  Carpenters  in  the  King's  Yards, 
3  o  Sous  per  Day, 

Lions:  Journeymen  Workmen  have  feveral  Prices, 
according  to  the  Silks,  Velvets,  Gold  Stuffs,  Lace,  tjfc. 
^c.  from  50  to  100  Sous  per  Dzy. 

L  and-Ca  RR I A  G  E  of  Goods  from  Marfeilles  to  Lionsy 
and  vice  verfa^  (230  Englijh  Miles)  w^hich  is  often  done 
either  for  Speed,  or  Safety ;  the  Rhone  being  difficult  to 
mount,  and  fine  Goods  may  take  Damage  in  going 
down,  per  Hundred,  (108  //;.  Englijh)  from  6  toy  Livrcs. 
N.  B.  A  Livrt  is  1 0  Pence  Halfpenny  EngUJ}). 

run 
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ri'm  the  Wool  to  Fi'ance  :  For  both  the  Wool 
itfelf  will  bear  a  better  Price,    io  as   not  to 
make  it  worth  their  while ;  and  eacli  Manu- 
faSiurcr  will  be  a  kind  of  Ccntinel^  to  prevent 
its    being    exported  iimnamijaclurcd.       This 
therefore,  I  humbly  conceive,  is  a  much  bet- 
ter Scheme  of  Prevention,  than  that  of  tlie 
Reverend  Mr  Smith,  in  his  Memoirs  of  JVooI, 
in  which  he  pleads  for  a  Liberty  of  exporting 
Wool,  under  the  Qualification  of  certain  Du- 
ties -and  ReJ}?-iBiG?is.     For  it  anfwers  rJi  the 
Ends  propoied  by  him  in  that  Scheme,  and 
is   fubjed    to  no?ie  of  thofe  Inconveniencies 
which  his  is  geiier ally  fuppo fed  to  be  attended 
with.     This  Gentlanan,  —  for  his  indefatiga- 
ble Labours  in  colledling  all  that  has  been  ever 
faid  upon  the  Subjed:,  and  prefenting  it  to  the 
Reader  in  one  View,  —  for  his  judicious  Re- 
marks, and  the  Pains  he  has  taken  in  endea- 
vouring to  correB  many  popular  Errors,  wliich 
had  too  generally  prevailed,  —  moft  juftly  de- 
ferves  the  imiverfal  Thanks  and  Applauie  of 
his  Country. 

But  among  tlie  fevcral  Rcquifites  ncceilli- 
ry  to  enable  us  to  rival  the  French  in  the  Le- 
iMnt  and  Spanijh  Trade,  one,  and  which 
ought  principally  to  be  regarded,  is,  To  lay  the 
Trade  open.     Wherefore  I  now  proceed  to  the 

VI.     P  R  O  P  O  S  A  L. 

Viz.  To  hy   open  and  extend  cur  narro\v 
K  and 
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ci?2d  rcj}7'aincd  Co7npa?iies ;  beginning  with  the 
'Titrky  and  HudJori'S,  Bay  Companies :  which 
hurt  the  Trade  of  Great  Britain  more  eiTen- 
tlally  with  refped:  to  France^  than  any  other 
Company  can  do. 

Here,  again,  that  watchful  Dragon^  Self- 
Interest,  will  be  apt  to  take  the  Alarm  ;  and 
I  do  not  expedl  any  thing  I  can  fay  will  have 
Charm  enough  to  lay  him  alleep.  —  Many 
fpecious  Reafons  have  been  offered  in  favour 
of  exclufive  Companies  -,  which,  though  they 
convinced  none  but  thofe  that  were  interefied 
in  them,  yet  they  ferved  to  perplex  a  Debate, 
by  drawing  off  Mens  Attention  from  the  true 
Merits  of  the  Caufe. 

I  SHALL  endeavour  therefore,  for  the  fake 
of  fuch  as  have  honcji  Hearts^  and  publick 
Spirits,  to  give  an  impartial  State  of  the  Cafe, 
with  as  much  Clearnefs  and  Concifenefs  as  I 

can. 

First  then,  I  will  alhiv,  that  in  cer^ 
iain  Cafes,  and  at  certain  Jundures,  exclufive 
Companies  might  have  been  a  prudent,  and 
even  a  ncce[fary  Inftitution,  calculated  for  the 
publick  Good ;  as, 

I/?,  In  order  to  introduce  Arts,  Sciences^ 
and  IVIanufadlures  among  a  barbarous  and  fa- 
*vage  People :  Which  was  the  Cafe  with  tlie 

late 
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late  Czar  of  Mufcovy.  It  was  neceffary  for 
hlm,  in  his  Cir  cum  fiances^  to  give  fo  extcnjh:} 
Privileges  to  Merchants  and  Tradefmen  to 
come  and  fettle  in  his  Country,  as  would  o^ccr- 
haJance  the  Temptation  of  Self-Inter ejl  for 
refiding  any  where  elfe. 

2.dh^  I N  order  to  induce  Jkilfid  Artificers 
to  come  and  inftru(fl  an  ?^;wrt7/2/ People;  which 
undoubtedly  they  will  not  do,  unlefs  upon  a 
^jaluahle  Confideration.  —  This  was  the  Cafe 
with  our  E?iglijh  Princes  about  Two  hundred 
Years  ago,  in  granting  fo  many  Privileges  and 
Exemptions  to  the  FlemiJI.\  and  oth^v  foreign 
IVIanufiidturers. 

3c//)',  In  order  to  conquer  the  deep-rooted 
habitual  Lazmefs  of  a  People,  by  bringing 
Examples  of  Induftry  and  the  good  Effeds 
of  it,  before  their  Eyes.  This,  among  other 
Reafons,  is  much  the  Cafe  with  the  Spanlfu 
Court  at  prefent,  in  being  fo  defirous  of  intro- 
ducing; foreign  Manufi(5turers  into  Spain, 

d^thly,  I N  order  to  have  a  large  Capital,  fuf- 
iicient  to  embark  in  any  hazardous  Undertak- 
ing, which  may  call  for  great  Sums  to  be 
expended,  before  the  Projecl  can  be  brought 
to  bear,  and  the  T'rade  to  anfwer.  And  where- 
as no  prhate  Per  feus  by  themfelvcs,  or  volun- 
tary Afjlclatkns,  can  be  fuppofed  equal  to 
fuch  an  Undertaking  ;  therefore  when  Indivi- 
K  2.  duals 
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duals  refiife  or  decline,  it  is  but  reafonable  that 
thofe  who  adventure  in  a  joint  Stock  lljould 
be  incorporated,  and  have  a  Privilege  exclud- 
ing all  others  from  interfering  in  this  new 
Branch  of  Commerce,  till  the  Adventurers  are 
fiffpciently  paid  for  the  Rijks  they  run,  and  the 
Expellees  they  were  at. 

Now  all  thefe  are  very  good  and  fufficient 
Reafons,  ivbere  they  holdy  for  the  eflablifhing 
of  cxclujive  Companies.  For  it  is  better  to 
have  the  Trade  of  an  exclufive  Company,  than 
no  Tirade  at  all.  And  in  procefs  of  T^ime,  ac- 
cording as  the  Reafons  for  continuing  them^ 
do  ceaje,  the  Trade  fhould  be  laid  open. 

Kthly,  There  is  alfo  another  Reafon  ill 
certain  Governments,  whofe  Credit  is  not 
elleemed  good  with  the  People,  for  the  erect- 
ing of  fuch  Publick  bodies.  And  that  is.  For 
the  Sake  of  borroiving  Money  at  an  Exigence, 
when  Individuals  will  ?20t  trufi  them.  This, 
I  believe,  ivas  the  Cafe  with  our  own  Govern- 
ment in  former  Times. 

But  6thh\  There  is  flill  a  further  Motive 
remaining,  which,  though  a  very  bad  and 
fcandalcus  one,  yet  it  is  to  be  feared,  hath  had 
the  great ejl  Share  in  erecting  Monopolies  of  all 
the  Reft.  And  that  is,  in  plain,  but  very  ex- 
preffive  EngUlh,  Jobbing.  And  moil  of 
the  Charters  for  Monopolies,  which  were  fb 

pknti- 
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plentifully  granted  In  the  Time  of  King  Charles 
the  Second,  whofe  Pleafures  made  himfelf 
and  his  Courtiers  very  needy  of  Money,  betray 
the  Original  from  which  they  were  derived. 
— Particularly  l\i2X  famous  one  for  the  Hudfo?i*s> 
Bay  Company,  which  is  a  Grant  without  any 
Bounds  or  Limits  of  Seas,  Mountains,  Ri^jers, 
Degrees  of  Latitude  or  Longitude  ;  and  there- 
fore, if  '■jalid,  might  imporoer  the  Company 
to  challenge  all  the  Lands  of  America,  which 
were  not  difpofed  of  by  prior  Grants,  as  well 
as  the  Coalts  on  Hudfo?i'^  Bay. 

But  enough,  I  hope,  hath  been  faid,  as 
to  the  Reafons  for  the  Inftitutlon  of  exclufive 
Companies. 

My  second  Attempt,  therefore,  will  be  to 
fliew,  That  none  of  thefe  Reafons  do  hold  in 
our  prefent  Circumftances.  —  For  if  any  of 
them  do,  let  me  ailc  which  ?  Is  it  the  Firft, 
Second,  or  Third  ?  I  believe  the  mofl  fan- 
guine  Advocate  for  exclufive  Companies,  will 
not  infill  upon  either  of  thefe.  Is  it  then  the 
Fourth  ?  — This,  I  am  aware,  will  be  chiefly 
Infifted  on. — Not  that  it  can  be  pretended  at 
this  Day,  That  private  Adventurers  are  either 
unable,  or  univilli?jg  to  engage  in  any  Trade 
carried  on  by  a  Company,  were  it  laid  open ; 
but  the  Pretence  Is,  That  a  Recompence  fhould 
be  made  them,  before  they  arc  diffolved,  for 
the  Expcnees  they  have  been  at.     And  doubt- 

lefs 
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lefs,  if  the  original  Adventurers,  or  their  Re-^ 
prefcntati'vesj  can  make  it  appear,  That  they 
have  NOT  yet  received  a  reafonable  Profit 
for  the  Money  ad'-oanced  by  them  to  make  a 
Capital  Stock,  the  Publick  v^ill  confider  them 
jo  far,  as  to  make  good  the  Deficiency,  They 
have  a  Plea  of  Right  and  Equity  for  this.  — 
But  they  have  no  Colour  of  Right  for  any 
imaginary  Value,  v^hlch  they  may  put  upon 
their  Stocks.  Nor  is  the  Publick  concerned  to 
regard  it :  Nay,  the  very  Plea  defeats  itfelf:  For 
if  their  Stocks  have  been  really  fold  in  the 
Market  greatly  above  Far,  this  is  a  plain  Proof, 
that  they  have  received  a  reafonable  Profit  al- 
ready, for  the  Money  advanced  to  make  a 
Capital.— And  therefore  ought  not  to  have  any 
farther  Compe7ifation, 

To  proceed:  As  to  the  Fifth  Reafon 
for  exclufive  Companies,  there  can  be  no 
Pretence  for  it  any  longer  in  our  Times.  For 
it  is  well  known,  the  Credit  of  our  Govern- 
ment is  fo  good,  that  Individuals  rather  cimfe 
to  lend  their  Money  upon  Publick,  than  pri- 
-cate  Securities.— And  that  they  do  it  even  on 
cheaper  Terms. 

Wherefore,  laftly.  If  thefe  Nufances  to 
a  Free  Frade,  and  the  Publick  Good,  {hslljlill 
ccntimie,  it  is  too  plain,  that  they  will  owe 
their  Prefervation  to  the  fa?ne  Caiife  that  gave 
them  Birth,  viz.  A  Job.  —  But  that  I  may 

expref^ 
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exprefs  my  utter  Diflike  againfl  them,  in 
common  with  every  other  disinterested 
Man,  who  wijhes  well  to  the  Good  of  the 
ivhole  Community^  I  fliall  go  on. 

Thirdly,  To  point  out  a  few  of  tiie  p7'hi' 
f/pal  Evils,  and  dcjlruBhe  Confequenccs  at- 
tending them. 

In  the  \Jl  Place,  Thefe  exclufroe  Compa- 
nies cannot  trade,  if  they  were  inclined^  upon 
fo  eafy  Terms,  as  private  Adventurers  would 
do^  w^ere  the  Trade  laid  open.  So  many  Z)/- 
re&orSy  Supercargoes^  Storehoufe-keepers,  Fac- 
tor s^  Agents^  Clerks ;  —  and  all  the  Pickings  of 
their  feveral  Dependents:  —  fo  many  Fees, 
SweetningSy  &c.  from  the  Ma7iufaBurer,  or 
under  Merchant^  that  his  Goods  may  have  the 
preference  to  others :  —  and  the  Fxpences  of 
carrying  many  Sorts  of  Goods  from  dijlant 
Parts  of  the  Country,  where  they  are  manu- 
faBured^  up  to  the  Metropolis^  there  to  be 
Shipped  off,  inftead  of  being  exported  from  the 
next  convenient  Port: — Fxpences  oiWarehoufeSy 
&CC.  &c.  make  it  impojjible  for  any  Corporate 
Company  to  Trade  upon  an  equal  Footing  with 
private  Adventurers :  —  and  confequcntly  of 
extending  their  Dealings  fo  far  as  if  the  Trade 
was  open.  ^:r  For  this  Reafon  it  has  been 
always  found,  That  if  private  Adventurers 
ihall  be  permitted  to  engage  in  the  fame  Trade, 
they   will   infallibly  carrv   it  away  from  the 

Company. 
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Company.  *  And  upon  the  fame  Principle, 
If  there  are  two  Nations,  Rivals  in  the  fame 

irade^ 

*  We  have  a  convincing  Proof  of  the  Truth  of  both  thefe 
Obfervations,  i//.  In  the  Cafe  of  the  African  Company,  and 
the  BrijirA  and  Liverpoole  Traders :  zdly'y  We  have  ano- 
ther, and  a  looful  one^  in  that  of  our  EngUfb  Company 
trading  to  Turky^  and  the  Fre^uh  trading  thither  alfo 
from  Aiarjcilles.  Our  Englijh  Company  had  formerly 
all  the  Trade  for  Cloth  to  the  Levant :  which  being  ob- 
ferved  by  the  French^  ever  jealous  of  the  Englijh  Com- 
merce, they  fet  up  Manufadtures  of  their  own  in  imita- 
tion of  them.  Thefe  Manufaftures  ftill  bear  the  Name 
from  whence  they  were  derived,  viz.  Londrins  premiers , 
—  Londrins  fecondsy — Londrins  larges. — But  they  have 
fo  fupplanted  the  Trade  of  London^  becaufe  it  is  in  the 
Hands  of  an  exclnfroe  Company,  that  the  Englijh  have 
little  or  nothing  of  a  Trade,  comparatively  fpeaking,  m 
thofe  Parts.  Whereas  the  French  (hipped  off  to  the 
Levant^  the  very  Day  the  Seas  were  free,  after  the  Peace, 
July  \;\^  1748,  FOUR  Thousand  Bales  of  the  above- 
faid  Cloth :  Each  Bale,  one  with  another,  worth  about 
1200  Livres.     That  is  about  210,000/.  Sterling  in  all. 

If  it  fiiould  be  faid.  That  the  French  have  gotten 
this  Trade  from  Us,  not  fo  much  on  the  Account  of 
the  Difadvantage  \v  E  labour  under  from  an  excluftve 
Company,  as  the  Jdvantagcoufnej's  of  their  Situation.  I 
have  this  further  Remark  to  offer  j  viz.  That  if  the 
Trade  was  open,  7/^<?  have  many  Advantages,  which  they 
have  not,  to  counterbalance  the  Inconvenience  of  our  Si- 
tuation.— They  are  obliged  to  import  moft  of  their  Wool 
from  Turky^  Spain,  or  Africa,  into  Marfeilles ;  and  to 
carry  it  chief y  by  Land-Carriage  from  thence  to  Car- 
caffonne,  about  130  Miles.  —  'l"hen  to  carry  the  Cloth 
back  to  Marfeilles :  which  cannot  be  done  at  a  fmall 
Expence.  They  are  alfo  obliged  to  fetch  Tin,  Lead,  and 
Sb:t    from  En'rland,  and  Si>ices   from   Holland,  for  the 

Turly 
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i:'rade,  that  Nation  which  permits  a  free  and 
open  Trade,  will  always  be  fuperior  to  the 
other,  yN)[i\Qh.confijjes  it  to  a  Company: — other 
Circumftances  fuppofed  to  be  equals  or  nearly  fo. 

2dly,  As  they  cannot  trade  fo  cheap  as  pri- 
vate Adventurers,  even  were  they  inclined^ 
t^*  They  muft  therefore  tiecefarily  omit  many 
lejfer  Branches,  as  ?iot  a?ifwering  their  Expenfe^ 
which  in  the  Hands  of  Individuals  would  turn 
to  good  Account,  and  perhaps  give  Bread  to 
1'houfands  of  Families.  Thefe  Articles  are 
called  leffer,  not  becaufe  they  are  lefs  extenfive^ 
for  perhaps  in  that  RefpeSl  they  may  be  the 
greateft,  but  becaufe  they  are  lefs  gainfid% 
which  therefore  a  Company  muft  leave  «;z- 
touched,  unlefs  they  will  trade  to  their  ci^/z  lofs* 

L  But 

Tttr-f;'  Markets  ;  In  all  which  we  have  moft  certainly 
the  Advantage  over  them.  And  therefore,  if  we  had 
Woollen  Manufadures  ereded  in  the  Weft  of  England^ 
and  the  South- Weft  of  Ireland,  (according  to  Propo- 
sal V.)  where  Labour  is  as  cheap  as  in  any  Part  of 
France,  where  we  have  Wool  on  the  Spot,  —  and  when 
manufafturcd,  might  be  immediately  exported,  without 
being  carried  up  to  London-, — where  77«,  Lead,  and 
Spices,  may  be  had  upon  much  ea/ter  Terms  than  they 
can  at  Marfeilles :  I  fay,  with«//  thefe  Advantages,  and 
an  open  Trade,  we  could  more  than  counterbalance  any 
Advantage,  that  the  French  can  draw  from  the  Situation 
of  Marfeilles :  and  tlien  we  might  import  the  ravj  Ma- 
terials of  Silk,  Camels  Hair^  Skins,  &c.  much  cheaprr 
than  at  picfcnt,  to  the  Emolument  of  Thoufands  «f 
Families. 
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But,  '^dly,  It  muft  be  obferved,  That  the 
Views  of  every  exdufive  Company  are  quite  of 
a  different  Nature  from  what  was  J'uppofed 
above.  <i^  For  they  do  not,  and  never  did,  de- 
lire  to  trade  as  cheap  as  others,  but  as  much 
dearer  as  they  can.  The  Charter  kk\£  fectires 
them  from  any  Competitors ;  and  therefore  they 
have  no  need  to  feek  to  get  the  Trade  to  them- 
felves  by  felling  cheap.  But  on  the  contrary, 
wherever  they  have  the  Market  to  them/elves, 
they  will  hth  fell  and  buy  at  their  own  Price, 

This  is  the  greatefl  and  moft  intolerable  of 
all  the  Evils  of  Monopolies.     It  is  a  Profiitu- 
tion  of  the  Trade  and  Welfare  of  the  Publick, 
to  the  mercilefs  Ravages  of  ^r^^iy  Individuals. 
8^  We  may  the  better  judge  of  the  mifchiev- 
ous  EfFeds  of  all  Monopolies,  by  attentively  ob- 
fervi?ig  the  indefatigable  Pains,  and  ^r^^^  Ex- 
pence,  which  Qvtry  felf-interefted  Perfon  <;/j£'tfr- 
fully  fubmits  to,  in   order  to  acquire  it,  even 
in  a  free  Trade.     For  if  he  has  a  laj-ge  Capi- 
tal, he  ^^'ill  /^'^^  ^ome  part  to  underfell  Sinothcv 
Advaiturer,  who  has  lefs,  in  order  to  break 
him:  and  then,  when  he  has  done  that,  he 
will  raif'  the  Price  of  his  Commodities  again, 
fo  as  to  make  himfelf  foon  ivhole  for  the  Lofjes 
he  liad  iuiurred.     Now  if  a  private  Merchant 
can  find  his  Account  in  lofing  fo  much  Money, 
in  order  to  get  at  a  Monopoly  in  a^r^^  Trade, 
vvl.at  (xorkitant  Gains  mufl:  an  exdufive  Cotn- 

ranV 
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pany  make,  who  ^xt  fenced  in  by  LaWy  and 
have  none  to  rival  them  ? 

^  Nav  the  Evil  becomes  without  Remedy 
in  this  latter  Cafe.  —  For  whereas  in  the  for- 
mer, either  the  Engrojfer  himfelf,  or  his  Fa- 
mily, will  retire  from  Bulinefs,  after  they  have 
^mafled  great  Riches  i  by  which  means  the 
Trade  will  again  be  opened.'— \n  the  latter  Cafe, 
^viz.  that  of  a  Company,  One  fucceeds  another 
upon  the  fame  Flan  of  preying  upon  the  Puhlicky 
without  Intermijjion.  So  that  neither  the 
Deaths  or  exorbitant  Wealth  of  one  Set  of 
Proprietors^  give  Us  any  Profped:  of  being  de- 
livered from  the  Power  and  Opprejjion  of  the 
next^ 

But  the  Affair  of  aPublick  Company  (viz. 
the  Hudfon'^  Bay)  was,  lafl  Sfjions,  brought  up- 
on the  Carpet  before  the  Britijh  Parliament. — 
Let  us  fee,  therefore.  What  they  had  to  fay 
for  themfelveSy  when  called  upon  by  their  Su- 
periorsy — and  when,  doubtlefs,  thevfaid^/Zz/j^y 
couldy'^'xhd.  gave  every  thing  the  beji  Colouring. 

I T  appears,  therefore,  from  the  Papers, 
which  the  Honourable  Committee,  appointed 
to  examine  into  the  State  of  their  Affairs,  were 
,  pleafed  to  make  publick,  for  the  general  Infor- 
ynation  of  the  Kingdom,  That  the  following 
Particulars  were  proved  to  the  Satifaciion  of 

L  2  the 
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the  Comjnittee y'^^indi  even  were  not  contradict 
ted  by  the  Jgents  for  the  Company, 

I/?,  That  the  Company  always  have  dif- 
couraged  the  fettling  a  Colony  in  any  Part  of 
their  vajl  and  boundlefs  Empire. 

2dly,  That  they  difcouraged  the  Cdiii- 
pany's  Servants  from  converjing  with  the  7«- 
dians^ — whereas  the  French  promoted VLnlntcr^ 
courfe  with  each  other  as  much  as  pojjible, 

'^dly^  That  the  Climate  is  much  warmer ^ 
and  the  Soil  better^  higher  Up  the  Country, 
than  towards  \h!&^c^r(v^Q,-'^Ytt  no  Settlements 
attempted, 

^thfyy  That  the  French  have  extended 
their  Settlements  more  and  more  :  and  where- 
ever  they  have  come  near  the  Englijh^  they 
have  carried  moft  of  the  Trade  from  the  Eng- 
lifh,— not  w^  verfa, 

^thh\  That  the  For/ j  *  pretended  to  be 
creded  and  garrifoned,  are  of  no  Strength^  were 

.  they 

*  A  great  Strefs  is  laid  by  the  Advocates  fdr  exclufive 
Companies,  on  the  Neceffity  of  creating  Forts  in  certain 
diftant  Countries,  for  fecuring  the  Trade  to  ourfelves ; 
— Therefore  they  infer  Companies  ought  to  be  eftablifh- 
ed  in  order  to  fupport  this  Expence.  A  ftrange  Argu- 
gument  this!  And  a  ftranger  Inference !  For  if  Forts 
are  neceflary  to  be  ereded  j   againft  whom  are   they 

necefTary  ? 
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they  attacked  by  an  European  Enemy ;  and 
only  ferve  to  fu^edt  the  inMans  to  the  Csw- 
^and  of  the  Company. 

bthlyy 

neceflary  ?  Not  agairift  the  People  of  the  •  Country  who 
are  to  trade  with  us.  That  is  too  abfurd. — Weareto 
cultivate  ihtix  Friendjlnp,  and  ought  to  ingratiate  out- 
feh'es  by  all  due  Ads  of  Kindnefs,  into  their  Favour. 
But  if  thefe  Forts  are  neceflary  to  be  eredied,  in  order 
to  keep  the  toAo/^  Trade  to' ouffelves,  and  prevent  other 
Nations  from  i?2terferifig  vtiih  us;  How  came  it  then 
to  pafs,  that  we  were  fome  Years  ago  fo  alarmed  at  the 
0/?^«^- Company,  who  had  «<?  Forts,  and  no  Defign  of 
attacking  ours  ?  Yet  it  is  very  plain,  they  could  carry 
on  a  Trade,  and  even  under/ell  the  Englijh  Eaji-India 
Comply,  notwithftanding  their  Forts.  — If  the  Trade 
was  now  to  be  laid  open^  fubjeft  only  to  the  fingle  Reftric- 
tion,  That  the  private  Traders  (hould  w/?/ come  into  the 
fame   Ports  or  Harbours,  where   the   Companies  have 

Forts  : What  would  be   the  Confequence  ?     Plainly 

this;  That  the  Companies  would  be  ruined:  and  the 
private  Adventurers,  though  deftitute  of  Forts,  would  get 

all  the  Trade  from  them. If  it  is  fard,  That  thefe 

Forts  are  neceflary  to  guard  and  defend  their  ^Magazines 
againfl:  Thitves  and  Robbers;  How  then  comes  it  to  pafs, 
that  the  EaJl^India  Company  themfelves  have  none  on 
the  Coaft  of  China^  where  the  People  are  faid  to  be  as 
ihievijh  and  dijhoneji  as  in  any  Place  in  the  World  ?  — 
And  how  do  the  Brijlol  and  Liverpool  Traders  main- 
tain their  Ground  along  the  Coaft  of  Gui?tea,  where  the 
Natives  are  much  more  warlike  than  in.  any  Part  of  In- 
dia. Befides,  the  Aff"air  of  Madrafs  has  fdfiiciiantly  open- 
ed our  Eyes,  as  to  the  life  and  Lnportance' of  thc(e  pre- 
tended Forts, — and  the  National  Advantage  arifingfrom 
them. 

But  even  allowing,  that  they  are  neceflary  and  ad- 
vantageous to  the  general  Trade  of  the  Nation  ;  What 
need  then  of  a  Company  P  Is  it  not  a  National  Con- 
cern ?     If  fo,  Why  (hould   they  not  be  ercfted   and 

fupported 
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'  '    .    i  •;■■  ■  ■'■  .  '.    i..:    •    ■   ■  ,.A-.'a^  .  v  ,;; 

6tbiy,  That  riiatiy  other  Branches ^  befides 
the  ftaple  Trade  of  the  Company,  might  be  at- 
tempted, were  the  Trai^e  open,  with  the  great- 
eft  Probability  of  Succefs.  —  Particularly  the 
feveral  Branches  of  the  Fijljeries :  Whereas 
the  Company,  who  know  when  they  are  well^ 
as  one  of  their  WitnefTes  exprefTedhimfelf,  or 
in  Words  to  that  Effed,  give  themfelves  no 
Concern  about  the  Matter. 

']thly.  That  the  Indians  do  actually  take 
a  great  many  more  Beaver,  than  they  carry  to 
the  Fadories.  —  Not  finding  it  worth  their 
While  to  bring  more  to  trade  with. 

%thly.  That  the  Indians  cannot  carry  large 
Quantities,  not  any  thing  fo  large  as  they  take 
in  Hunting,  were  they  defiroiis, —  becaufe  their 
Canoes,  deeply  loaden,  2x&  not  able  to  with jl and 
the  Waves  and  Storms  \Sity  may  meet  with 
upon  the  Lakes,  —  becaufe  they  are  forced  to 
unload  very  often,  and  carry  the  Skins  upon 
their  Backs,  on  account  of  the  Falls  and  Cur- 
rents }  which  creates  much  Fatigue  and  La- 
bour, and  Lofs  of  Time  :  —  becaufe  alfo  they 
are  obliged  to  hu?it  as  they  travel,  for  their 
^^7//>' Suftenance  i  which  Article  alone  caufes 
a  Delay  of  a  Fortnight,  and  longer,  in  going 

fupported  at  a  National  Expence  ?  Take  the  Argu- 
niei)t  therefore  either  way.  What  Reafon  is  there  for  an 
c.Kch^ftvc  Company  ? 

"  the 
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the  Space  which  might  be  gone  in    three 
Days. 

Bu  T,  ()thly^  all  thefe  Inconveniencies  might 
be  eafily  remedied,  —  by  ereBing  a  Fort  about 
Sixty  Leagues  above  York  Fort  upon  Nelfon  . 
River,  upon  a  Fork,  vvrhere  the  River  divides, 
—  by  making  a  Settlement  about  Eighty  or 
Ninety  Leagues  above  that,  upon  the  Lake  of 
Pachegoia,  —  and  by  introducing  our  Euro- 
pean Conveniencies  of  Magazines  and  Carri- 
ages. By  thefe  Means,  all  the  Beaver  would 
be  bought,  which  the  Indians  now  make  ufe 
of  otherways,  as  not  anfwering  to  bring  it  to 
the  Forts,  —  the  Time  might  be  faved, — and 
the  French  driven  to  relinquifh  all  that  Trade. 
In  fliort,  both  our  Exports,  and  our  Imports, 
would  be  prodigioujly  increafedj  and  many 
Tribes  of  India7is  would,  in  that  large  Tra<a 
of  Country,  be  brought  to  trade  with  the 
Etiglifi,  who  have  yet  fcarcely  heard  of  the 
EngUp^  Name. 

So  TCi2J!Vj  important  Particulars  j/Zf^/^c^,—- 
proved, — and  even  Jiot  contradiBed,  one  would 
think,  would  have  been  fufficient  to  have  car- 
ried any  National  Cause,  againfl  the 
private  Intcrefi  of  a  frjo  Individuals. 

But  —  Let  us  in  the  next  Place  fee,  What 
they  and  their  Friends  had  to  offer  in  'jiijli' 
jiiiition  of  tlieir  Conduct,  —   '  '■^tnidirg,  that 

they 
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they  carried  on  a  Trade  equally  beneficial  to 
the  Nation,  as  if  the  Trade  was  open. 

The  ift  Thing  alledged,  was.  That  they 
buy  all  the  Beaver  which  is  brought  them  j— 
and  if  more  was  offered,  tmre  they  would  buy. 

This  may  be  very  true ;  and  yet  no  ways 
inconfiftent  with  the  Charge  fummed  up  in 
the  above-recited  Particulars,  againft  them.-*- 
The  Indians^  as  favage  as  they  are,  have  the 
Natural  LoGiCK  o^  feeling  when  they 
are  well^  or  ///  ufed^  as  well  as  other  People  : 
And  if  they  find  better  Treatment  in  one  Place 
than  another^  will  go  to  the  beji,  and  have  as 
little  Dealings  with  the  worfi^  as  they  can. 
Nothing  but  abfolute  Neceflity  will  oblige  them 
(or  any  People)  to  bring  their  Goods  to  a  Mar- 
ket, where  they  expeSi  beforehand  to  be  /// 
ufed.  —  And  for  that  Reafon,  they  will  bring 
as  little  as  they  can.  But  when  they  have 
l^rought  them,  Neceffity  obliges  them  to  fell 
for  what  the  Purchafers  will  give.  It  may 
therefore  be  very  true,  that  the  Company  buy 
all  the  Furrs  that  are  offered  them. —  If  they 
did  not  give  half  as  much  in  Barter  as  they  do, 
they  would  buy  all ;  becaufe  it  would  not  be 
worth  the  India?is  while  to  carry  them  back ; 
and  becaufe  they  greatly  wanted  European 
Goods.  But  tlieie  hidians  would  feek  another 
Market  againil;  the  nextT^tJne^  if  they  could; 
and  would  bring  no  more  Goods  to  the  Cotn- 

pany. 
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pany,   than   abfolute  Neceffity  obliged  them. 

But,  2dl)\  It  was  alledged,  That  if  more 
Goods  were  given  to  the  h2dians  in  Exchange, 
they  would  not  bring  more  Beavers;  becaufe 
thev  are  an  idle,  lazy  Race  of  People;  and, 
having   no  artificial  Wants  to  gratify,   have 
no  Ambition  to  fpur  them  on  to  take  more 
Pains.  —  It  is  true.  They  have  notfuch  arti- 
ficial Wants  as  We  have ;  They  do  not  want 
fumptuous  Houfes  and  Gardens,  rich  Furni- 
"ture,  or  Coaches  and  Chairs :— But  they  want 
Beads,  Bells,  little  Looking-Glaffes,  Rings,  and 
fuch  Trinkets ;  (befides  many  Articles  oi  their 
Cloathing,  Bedding,    Hunting,   Fifliing,    and 
Fowling)  and  are  as  impatient  to  be  gratified 
in  thefe  Refpeds,  as  ive  can  be  in  ours.     In 
thefe  Things,  therefore,  they  are  as  covetous 
and  ambitious  as  the  Reft  of  Mankind, -^l^kQ 
as   much  Pai?7s  to  acquire  \htn\—^nd  repine 
and  murmur  at  the  Fadories,  when  they  have 
not  as  much  for  their  Commodities  as  they 
think  they  deferve.     Befides,  it  Oiould  be  re- 
membered, that  Hunting  is  rather  a  Diverficn 
with  them,  than  a  Toil;  and   tliat,   in  Fad, 
they  do  take  a  ^jreat  deal  more  tlian  they  bring 
down  to  the  Forts.  —  What  they  confidcr 
as  a   Toil,  is  not  the   hrnfing   Part,  but  the 
being  obliged  to  be  the  Porters  ot  vs'liat  tl^y 
have  taken  in  Hunting,  down  to  the  Fado- 
ries ;  and  vet  be  paid  )o  liule  for  llieir  Trou- 
ble. 

i\I  But, 
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But,  3^/)',  As  to  the  Charge againfl  them, 
of  Exporting  lb  little  of  our  own  Manufac- 
tures ;  it  was  faid  by  their  Advocates,  That 
if  Five  Thoufand  Pounds  worth  of  Goods 
bought  all  the  Furrs  the  Indians  had  to  fell, 
that  *  Sum  was  as  good  as  T^en  Thoiifand 
Pounds.  Nay,  it  was  better-,  becaufe  there- 
by Five  Thoufand  Pounds  was  faved  to  the 
Nation. 

*  There  feems  to  have  been  a  Fallacy  ufed  in  this 
Argument.  —  If  the  Barter  or  Exchange  with  the  In- 
dians had  been  in  Bullion,  the  Argument  would  have 
held  good-f  and  fo  much  Money  would  have  been  faved 
to  the  Nation.  But  as  it  was  all  in  our  own  Manufac- 
tures^ i,  e.  the  Labour  of  our  own  People,  the  Dimi- 
nifhing  of  fuch  Exports,  is  in  Fa(5t  the  Diminijhing  of 
our  own  Manufaulures,  and  defrauding  the  Nation  of 
fo  much  Labour y  whereby  the  Hands  employed  in  thofe 
Manufactures  muft  become  a  Burden  upon  the  Publick, 
• — -ox  JlcoU — or  Jlarve^  ^"^  fly  their  Country.  t«j"  The 
only  Limitation  which  ought  to  be  put  upon  the  ^lan- 
iity  of  our  own  Manufactures,  to  be  exported,  is  what 
the  Nature  of  the  Thing  will  of  itfelf  put  upon  them ; 
viz.  To  export  no  more  than  is  confident  with  the  rea- 
fonable  Gains  and  Profit  of  the  Exporter.  If  he  can 
afford  to  export  Ten  Thoufand  Pounds  v.'orth  of  Englijh 
Manufachirtis,  where  an  cxclufivc  Company  would  ex- 
port but  Five  Thoufand  '^  it  is  for  the  general  Good  of 
the  Countr)',  that  he  jl)ould  do  it.  And  all  Trade  ought 
to  be  laid  free  and  open,  in  order  to  induce  the  Ex- 
porters to  rival  each  other;  that  the  Publick  may  ob- 
tain this  general  Good  by  their  Competitor jhip.  But  if 
tliey  cannot  afFord  to  export  fo  much,  there  is  no  w^ii^iX 
to  rejtrain  them  by  Laivs  and  Penalties,  from  doing  that 
which  their  own  private  Intercft  will  fnggcft  to  them 
f -on  enough. 

This 
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This  is  a Reafon,  which  hfpecious  enough 
at  firft  View,  but  will  not  bear  the  exajnmiiig. 
Firfl  therefore,  we  deny  the  FaB-y   and  infifl 
upon  it.  That  the  hidiam  had  rnore  Purrs  to 
felly  if  the  Company  would  have  given  ^.fuf- 
ficient  Price  to  the  LidianSy  to  have  made  it 
worth  their  while  to  have  brought  them  donjoii  j 
or  rather,  If  the  Company  had  built  Settle- 
ments and  Magazines  higher  up,  fo  as  to  have 
ftiperfeded  the  Necefhty  of  the  Indians  coming 
down. 

But  2^,  We  will  allow  the  FaB,  and  ar- 
gue with  them  upon  their  own  State  of  the 
Cafe.  Now  if  Five  'Thoufand  Pounds  worth 
of  Manufactures,  in  this  Refpe6t,  is  as  goody 
nay  better  than  T'en  Thoufand  Pounds  worth ; 
for  the  iame  Reafon,  One  T'houfand  Pounds 
worth  is  better  ftilly  becaufe  more  would  be 
faved  to  the  Nation.  Suppofe  therefore,  that 
the  Cojnpanyy  and  every  other  Exporter  in  the 
Kingdom,  (for  every  other  has  the  fame  Right 
of  arguing  in  this  manner)  fuppofe,  I  fay,  that 
all  Exporters  could  lejj'en  the  Exportations  of 
our  own  Manufactures  by  ?ii?ie  Tenths^  and  yet 
could  get  as  much  Money,  or  Effects  in  re- 
turn^ as  they  had  before.  What  would  be 
the  Confequcnce  .^  Why,  only  this.  That  thefe 
Exporters  v/ould  become  Princes;  and  the 
Rell  of  the  K  ingdom  B  e  g  g  a  r  s  .  They  would 
be  like  a  Sfanijh  Don  in  Mexico^  or  Pt77/,  who 
M  2  has 
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has  a  prodigious  rich  Mine,  which  required 
but  few  Hcmds  to  work  it.  And  theretore  he 
indeed  would  be  a  great  Lord;  but  all  his 
Wealth  would  not  enrich  the  Neighbourhood^ 
fo  much  as  a  Jingle  ManiifaBiire  here  in  ^ng- 
land^  which  being  branched  out  into  various 
Hands,  gives  a  comfortable  Subliftence  to  many 
Families. 

Iris  not  therefore  Riches^  confidered  merely 
in  themlches,  that  can  make  a  Kingdom  foii- 
rijhy  but  the  Parceling  them  out  into  proper 
SbareSy  by  means  of  the  'Divifions  and  Sub' 
divifiom  of  different  Trades.  Without  this, 
the  more  Riches  in  ■a.  few  Hands, — the  greater 
would  be  the  Poverty  of  the  Re/i^  and  the 
more  abjcB  and  dependent  their  State  would  be. 
And  if  all  Merchants  were  no  better  Common- 
wealths Men  than  thcfe^  the  Interior  of  a 
Kingdom  would  be  very  little  profited  by  Fo- 
reign Merchandize^  —  nay,  in  fome  Relpedls 
would  be  much  the  Worfe. 

I N  fliort,  fuch  an  Argument  as  this,  '■oiz.  to 
decreafe  our  Expo-rts,  and  increafe  their  Price 
abroad,  beyond  what  is  neceffary  for  the 
ccmf or  fable  Subf pence  of  the  Merchant  and 
MamfaBurer,  Is  only  worthy  of  fuch  a  Caife. 
Were  it  put  in  Praflice^  it  would  get  all  the 
Wealth  of  the  Nation  into  a  few  Hands,  —  it 
would  turn  72i?ie  T'enths  of  our  Manufa(5lurers 
a  BcFging^ — and  reduce  them  to  the  Neceffitv 

of 


An  essay    on    TRADE.     85 

of  becoming  Lacqueys  and  Footmen  to  fuch 
Exporters,— o^  ftarving, — or  flying  their  Coun- 
try.   It  would  fmk  the  Value  of  our  Lands^ 

and  bring  fwift  Deftrudlion  on  the  Manufac- 
turer, Farmer,  Gentleman,  and  all  Stations,  _, 
except  the  Exporter.  He  indeed  would  be 
GREAT, — 2.xA  he  alone.  One  may  therefore 
the  better  judge  of  the  Goodnefs  of  fuch  a 
Caufe,  which  req^uired  y«f^  kind  of  Arguments 
to  fupport  it.  And  fo  niuch  for  exclifvue 
Companies. 

VII.    PROPOSAL. 

To  encourage  Foreign  Merchants  and  Tradef- 
men  to  fettle  among  Us,  by  a  general  Naturali- 
zation AB  for  all  Protefants.  And  if  it  be 
judged  improper  to  admit  them  into  Offices  of 
^^ruft  or  Power,  it  is  eafy  to  add  a  Claufe, 
That  thefe  Privileges  fhall  ftill  be  confined  to 
the  yiatural  born  Subjeds. 

Here  again  the  baleful  Spirit  of  Eelf-In- 
terefl  exerts  all  its  Powers  to  oppofe  fo  publick 

and  general  2i  Benefit. "  What  I  mufl  Fo- 

"  reigners,  and  we  know  not  who,  come  and  take 
"  the  Bread  out  of  our  Mouth sV  — An  honefl 
Cambro-Britpn  would  have  called  all  Engliflo- 
men  I'oreigners,  ajid  he  knew  not  who.     But 

waving  that, Let  me  calmly  aflc,  What  Bread 

do  they  eat  ?  —  and  out  olwhofe  Mouths  ?    It 
muil  be  E.'/gliJl:  Bread:  The  Corn^r^w  here, 

was 
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-—was  tnamifaBured,  wz.^  fold  here.     And  the 
Foreigners,  who  eat  it,  ear?2  it  by  their  La- 
boiir,  and  pay  for  it.     So  far  then,  we  hope, 
there  is  no  Offence.   The  t?iore  Inhabitants  there 
are  to  confume  the  Produce  of  our  Lands,  the 
better  can  the  Farmer  and  the  Gentleman  pay 
their  Shopkeepers  and  Trade/men^  and  the  more 
MamifaBures  will  they  conliime  in  every  Re^ 
fpeB,     Let  us  fee  therefore  in  the  next  Place, 
Out  ofwhofe  Mouths  do  they  take  this  Bread? 
If  they  introduce  new  Manufad:ures,  or  carry 
thofe  already  eftabliflied,  to^r^^/frPerfedlion, 
in  that  Cafe  the  Publick  is  greatly  benefited, 
and  no  Individual  can  be  injured.     If  they 
employ  themfelves  only  in-^ii^h  as  are  already 
fettled  and  perfeBedy  they  will  not  defraud  the 
Mouths  oi  fiber ^  frugal ^  and  induflrious  Per- 
lons,  who  may  work  as  cheapo  and  can  work 
as  well  as  Foreigners.     And  therefore  fhould 
be  obliged  to  do  both.     It  can  be,   therefore, 
■none  but  the  abandoned^  debauched^  and  difj'o- 
lute,  who  would  chuie  to  be  idle  three  o^  four 
Days  in  a  Week,    and  want  to  have  their 
Wages  fo  high  as  to  fupport  this  Fxtra'^oagance^ 
that  can  make  fuch  a  Cotnplaint  F    And  fhall 
they  be  heard  ?    Shall  we  continue  the  Exclu- 
lion  of  all  fober  and  induftrious  Foreigners,  fo 
much  to  the  National  Difadvantage^  merely 
to  gratify  the  extravagant  and  unreafonable  Hu- 
mours of  fuch  Wretches  as  thefe  f    Surely,  it 
is  to  be  hoped,  we  fhall  purfue  more  prudent 
Meafures,  both  for  our  Sakes,  and  their  awn. 

But 
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B  u  T  we  are  told  farther,  "  That  all  Englifh 
"  'Tradefmetiy  of  every  Denomination^  are  used  to 
"  live  better  than  Foreigner S'j  and  therefore  can- 
*'  NOT  afford  to  work  or  fell fo  cheap  as  they."-^ 
Be  it  fo  :  Carry  then  this  Argument  to  a  Foreign 
Market  J  and  fee  whether  it  will  per/wade  the  Ifi- 
habitants  oithat  Country  to  trade  with  you.  A 
French,  and  2inE?igliJlj  Merchant,  are  Competi^ 
tors,  and  Rivals  to  each  other  in  the  Markets 
of  Spain,  Portugal,  Italy,  Tiirky,  and  in  fhort 
all  over  the  World.  The  French  Man  offers 
his  Goods  at  20,  15,  10,  or  5  per  Cent,  cheaper 
than  the  Englifi,  —  Our  Counti7man  is  de- 
manded, Why  he  will  not  fell  his  Goods  as 
cheap  as  others?  His  Anfwer  is,  "  That  the 
"  MajiufaBurers  and  Merchants  live  better  in 
"  England,  than  Foreigners  do,  and  therefore  he 
*'  can7Jot  afford  its*  This  is  a  mofl  perfwafive 
Argument.  —  Undoubtedly  he  will  fell  much 
Cloth  by  alledging  it.  —  He  is  afked  again, 
Why  they  will  not  in  his  Country  admit  Fo- 
reigners, who  work  cheaper,  to  fettle  among 
them,  that  fo  they  may  be  able  to  trade  upon 
an  equal  Footing  with  their  Neighbours  ?  To 
this  he  replies,  "  That  Foreigners,  and  he  knows 
*'  not  ivho,  cu^ht  not  to  come  and  take  the  Bread 
' '  cut  of  the  Mouths  of  the  Natives. "  —  Such  kind 
of  Rcafoning  mufl:  give  them  an  high  Idea  oi 
the  SeJife  and  Dlfcenment  of  our  Coimtryman^ 
Let  us  therefore  apply  the  Cafe  to  ourfelves, 
^!"id    nor  argue  in  that   akfurd  and  ridiculous 

Manner 
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Manner  at  home,  which  he  is  reprefented  as 
doing  abroad. 

The  Admiffion  then  of  Foreigners  to  fettle 
in  our  Country,  is  fo  far  from  taking  the  Bread 
out  of  the  Mouths  of  the  Natives,  that  it  is 
putting  Bread  info  the  Mouths  of  thofe,  who, 
otherwife,  in  a  fhort  Time  mufl  have  none. 
For  the  Englijh  mufl  trade,  at  leaft,  upon  an 
equal  Footing  with  other  Nations,  or  not  trade 
at  all.  —  And  then,  when  the  ?iot  Trading  at 
all  is  the  Confequence,  we  fhall  indeed  have 
no  Foreigners  to  complain  of,  but  we  fhall 
have  a  much y^r^r  Evil :  — and  then,  perhaps 
when  it  is  too  late,  the  mofl  Self-Interejied 
among  us  will  be  forry,  that  we  had  not  ad- 
mitted the  frugal  and  induflrious  from  all  Parts 
of  the  World,  to  fhare  the  Gains  of  Trade 
with  them,  rather  than  to  have  none  at  all. 

But  let  us  try  all  this  reafoning  by  plain 
Matters  of  Fad:.  The  Town  of  Birimjigha?ny 
for  Example,  admits  all  Perfons  to  come  and 
fettle  among  them  j  whom,  though  they  are 
EngUJJjmen^  the  original  Natives  of  the  Place 
may  as  juftly  term  Foreigners  with  regard 
to  them,  as  we  ftile  other  Nations  by  that 
Name.  — —  "  Foreigners^  therefore,  and  I 
*'  k?7Gxu  not  who,  came  from  all  Parts,  and 
"  fettled  at  Birmingham  j  and — took  the  Bread 
'^  out  of  the  Mouths  of  the  or/^/W  Natives." 
What  then  was  the  Confequence  of  this  great 

Wicked- 
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Wickednefs  ? — Why,  within  thefe  few  Years, 
the  Trade  and  Buildings  of  the  Town  have 
been  prodigioufly  increafed,  and  all  the  ElMes 
for  a  great  many  Miles  round,  have  felt  the 
Benefit  of  this  great  Accejpon  of  Trade  and 
Inhabitants.  Birmingham^  from  being  a  Place 
of  little  Confequence,  is  now  become  one  of  the 
moil  fourijhing  and  confiderabk  in  the  King- 
dom. And  there  is  no  Town,  with  its  exclu" 
Jive  Charters,  that  can  boaft  of  fo  many  JkiU 
Jul  Artifts,  as  this  which  admits  all  Comers, 

Moreover,  there  are  fewer  Beggars  in 
this  Town,  Manchejler  and  Leeds,  where  all 
are  free,  than  in  any  which  has  Companies  of 
Trades,  and  exclufive  Charters,  (c^  So  true 
and  certain  it  is,  That  thele  Rights  and  Pr/- 
'vileges,  as  they  are  called,  do  multiply  the  Num- 
bers of  the  Poor,  by  damping  the  Spirit  of 
Induftry,  Frugality,  and  Emulation,  inftead  of 
diminijlnng  them.  A  Manufadlurer,  who 
knows,  that  no  Foreigner  dares  come  in  to  be 
a  Competitor  againft  him,  thinks  himfelf  pri- 
vileged to  be  idle. 

The  other  Inftance  I  rtiall  mention,  is  the 
Cafe  of  the  French  Jiugonots,  who  fled  from 
the  Perfecutlon  of  hawis  XIV,  and  took  re- 
fuge in  England.  But  great  was  the  Outcry 
againft  them,  at  their  firft  coming.  "  Poor 
"  England  \vou\d  he  riii?7ed !  Foreigners  eJi" 
"  couraged!  And  our  own  People /Ww/^ /" 

N  This 
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This  was  the  popular  Cry  of  thofe  Times.  — * 
But  the  Looms  in  Spittle-Fields,  and  the  Shops 
on  Liidgate-Hilly  have  at  laft  fufficiently  taught 
us  another  LefTon.  And  now,  it  is  hoped,  we 
may  fay  without  Offence,  Thefe  Htigonots  have 
been  fo  far  from  being  of  DiJJer'vice  to  the 
Nation,  that  they  have  partly  got,  and  partly 
faved,  in  the  Space  of  fifty  Years,  a  Balance  in 
our  Favour  of,  at  leaft,  fifty  Millions 
Sterling. 

In   fhort,    Self-intereft   apart,  What  good 
Reafon  can  be  affigned,  why  we   fhould  not 

admit  Foreigners  among  Us  ? Our  Country 

is  but  thi?ily  inliabited,  in  Comparifon  to  what 
it  fnight  be  :  And  many  hundred  Thoufands 
of  i\cres  of  good  Land,  in  'Engla?jd  and  Wales, 
not  to  mention  Scotland  and  Ireland,  lie  either 
entirely  wafte,  or  are  not  fufficiently  cultivated, 
for  want  of  Hands,  and  Perfons  to  confume  the 
Product.  Oar  vafl:  Commojis,  all  over  the  King- 
dom, and  many  of  the  Forejh  and  Chaces,  might 
be  parceled  out  in  Lot?,  to  fuch  of  the  Foreign- 
ers as  chulc  a  country  Life  ;  and  the  Reft  might 
find  Employment,  in  fome  fhape  or  other,  in 
the  different  Manufactures.  The  Natives  of 
Fngland  likewife  do  not  i7icrcafe  fo  faft,  as 
thofe  of  other  Counties  -,  our  common  People 
be  ins;  much  more  abandoned  and  debauched. 
The  tnarriagc  State  alfo  is  not  fufficiently  encou- 
rasTed  amoirj;  Us :  and  ten  Thoufand  common 
JFbores  are  not  fo  fruitful  (fetting  afide  the  Sin 

of 
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of  the  PafCTits,  the  Difeafes  of  the  few  Chil- 
dren that  are  botit^  and  their  want  of  2i  proper 
and  'virtuous  Education)  I  fay,  10,000  com- 
mon Whores  are  not  fo  fruitful  as  Jfty  healthy 
young  married  Women,  that  are  ho?ieJl  and  vir- 
tuous :  By  which  Means,  the  State  is  defrauded 
of  the  Increafe  of  upwards  of  199  Subjeds  out 
of  200,  every  Year.  —  Add  to  all  this,  that  it 
has  been  long  obferved  by  Men  of  Thought 
and  Speculation,  That  vaovQ  young  Children  die 
in  England  from  the  Birth  to  two  Tears  old, 
than  in  any  other  Country.  The  Sea  hkewife, 
and  our  extenfive  Plantations,  arc  a  continual 
Drain  upon  us.  And  the  manufiduring  Poor 
at  home  are  killing  themfelvesj  and,  if  I  may  be 
allowed  the  Exprefiion,  their  Pojlerity  like  wife, 
as  fafl  as  they  can,  by  thofc  fure  Inflrunients 
of  Deaths  Gin  and  fpirituous  Liquors.  For 
ALL  thefe  Reafons  therefore,  as  well  as  oi\ 
Account  of  lowering  the  Price  of  Labour,  and 
preventing  the  Combinations  of  Journeymen,  io 
loudly  complained  of,  and  feverely  felt  through- 
out the  Kingdom,  it  is  humbly  hoped,  That 
thofe  Perfons  who  have  hitherto  oppofcd  tlie 
Naturalization  Bill,  will  fee  Caufc  to  change 
their  Sentiments;  and  will  look  upon  it  as 
highly  2tft'Jul  and  expedient^  and  prodiie^tivc  of 
the  greatefl  national  Advantages.  I'hcrc  are 
many  thoufands  ol'  Manui'idurcrs,  both  in  Silk 
and  Vy^oollen,  in  the  South  of  Fra?it\\  all  zeal- 
ous Prote/tants^  wlio  would  gladly  come  over, 
if  they  could  k-;iin,  tint  they  ihuuld  mccl 
N   z  wilh 
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with  a  kind  Reception.  As  to  the  Difficulty 
of  making  their  Efcape  out  of  the  Fr^;?c/;  King's 
Dominions,  they  would  find  Ways  and  Means 
to  deceive  even  the  Vigilance  of  their  Govern- 
ors, by  retiring,  as  it  were  one  by  one,  and 
removing  under  various  Pretences,  towards  the 
manufa(fluring  Towns  in  Picardy  and  French* 
Flanders,  (from  whence  they  could  fo  eafily 
pafs  over  to  us)  were  they  fure  of  finding  Pro- 
tediion  and  reafonable  Encouragement.  And 
as  England  and  France  are  Rivals  to  each 
other,  and  Competitors  in  almofi:  all  Branches 
of  Commerce,  every  fingle  Manufadhirer  (o 
coming  over,  would  be  our  Gain,  and  a  dou- 
ble Loss  to  France. 

VIII.    PROPOSAL. 

T  o  encourage  a  Trade  with  our  own  Plan- 
tations, in  all  fiich  Articles  as  fiall  make  for 
the  mutual  Benefit  of  the  Mother  Country y  and 
her  Colo7iies, 

The  Reafons  for  this  Propofal  are  very 
obvious  and  convincing: — and  yet,  ?iS,  felfin- 
terefied  Perfons  will  be  apt  to  ftart  Objedlions, 
and  raife  Difficulties,  it  may  be  proper  to  ex- 
patiate upon  them  a  little. 

\fi  The  RE  FORE,  it  is  neceflary  that  we 
ffiould  encourage  a  Trade  to  our  own  Planta- 
tions for  all  Sorts  of  Naval  Stores,  in  order 

that 
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that  we  may  not  be  too  dependent  upon  the 
Will  and  Pleafure  of  Foreign  Courts,  with  re- 
gard to  thefe  neceflary  Things.  Many,  if  not 
moft  of  the  Implements  for  Navigation,  and 
confequently  for  a  Sea  War,  are  purchafed 
from  the  feveral  Nations  bordering  upon  the 
Baltick.  Suppofe  then  that  Sweden,  l^Hffiay 
or  Denmark,  fhould,  for  certain  Reafons  of 
State,  or  by  the  Intrigues  of  the  French,  lay 
an  Embargo  on  thefe  Commodities,  at  a  Crijis 
when  we  greatly  wanted  themj — or  fhould 
refufe  them  to  Us,  and  fell  them  to  our  Ene- 
mies ;  to  what  a  dijlrejjed  Situation  would  this 
reduce  Us  ?  and  who  can  tell  what  might  be 
the  Confequences  of  it  ?  And  as  the  Politicks 
of  Princes  are  ever  jluBuati^ig  and  changing, 
why  fliould  we  put  it  in  the  Power  of  any 
Potentate  to  have  fuch  a  Command  over  Us  ? 

2dly,  A,<o  the  Balance  in  regard  to  all  thefe 
Countries  is  confiderably  againji  Us,  common 
prudence  will  fuggeft,  that  we  ought  to  turn 
it  in  our  Favour,  if  we  can.  Now  this  we 
{hall  be  alfle  to  do  (or  at  the  worft,  bring  it  to 
an  Equilibrium,  which  in  itfelf  is  no  difadvan- 
tageous  kind  of  Commerce)  if  we  can  purchafc 
the  fame  Commodities  in  our  own  Plantations, 
which  we  ufed  to  import  from  thefe  Countries. 
Befides,  the  Balance  is  not  only  againfl  Us 
with  regard  to  Sweden,  but  alfo  the  very  Money 
which  is  drawn  from  Us  by  means  of  this  loof- 

ing 
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wg  Trade,  is  converted  to  fupport  a  French 
Intereft,  in  Oppofition  to  ours.     But 

'i^dly^  Were  the  Cafe  indifferent^  where 
we  traded,  (which  it  is  not)  the  natural  Af- 
fed:ion,  which  the  Mother  Country  fliould 
have  for  her  Colonies,  where  we  have  fo  many 
Friends,  Relations,  and  Acquaintance,  {hould 
determine  Us  to  give  them  the  Preference ,  — - 
But  indeed  our  own  Intereft  is  nearly  and  ej- 
fentialh  concerned  in  this  Affair :  For, 

/[thly.  Unless  we  promote  a  Trade  with 
thefn,  and  take  off  the  Growth  and  Commodities 
of  their  Plantations^  they  will  be  reduced  to 
the  Necejity  of  Offering  them  to  Sale  at  other 
Market,  or  permitting  other  Nations  to  come 
and  trade  with  them :  The  Confequence  of 
which  will  be,  that  they  will  take  the  Product 
and  Manufactures  of  thefe  Nations^  return^ 
And  indeed  this  is  too  much  the  Cafe  at  pre- 
fent :  For  one  third,  at  leaft,  of  the  Luxuries 
and  Elegancies  of  Life,  brought  into  our  Colo- 
nies (as  was  obferved  *  before)  is  the  Growth 
and  Manufacture  of  other  Countries,  and  prin- 
cipally of  France.  And  as  our  Trade,  par- 
ticularly to  fome  of  the  Northern  Colonies,  is 
growing  lefs  and  lefs,  this  Evil  muft  daily  in- 
cTcafe  in  the  fame  Proportion.     Moreover, 

*  See  the  Xlth  Difadvaiu.i^c  of  Great  Britain. 
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5/^/y,  Unless  we  can  fupply  our  Colonies 
with  fach  Commodities  and  Manufadures  as 
they  want^  by  way  of  Barter  for  fome  of 
theirs  which  they  can  fpare,  — They  will  be 
obliged  to  raife  thoie  Things  themfelves.  And 
feeing  that  many  of  the  new  Settlements  on 
the  Continent  of  America^  are  feveral  hundred 
Miles  up  the  Country,  between^  and  beyofid 
the  Mountains  j  this  Diftance  of  Situation  will 
increafe  the  Neceffity  they  are  already  under 
of  manufafturing  for  themfelves, —  unlefs  we 
can  divert  their  Thoughts  to  fome  other  Tro- 
jeBs.  Nay  more,  when  once  a  Manufa(5lure 
is  fet  up  in  thofe  diftant  Regions,  it  will  ex- 
tend itfelf  downwards;  and  the  Inhabitants 
on  the  Sea-Coaft  will  be  fupplied  by  their 
Neighbours  in  the  Up-Lands,  upon  cheaper 
and  eafier  Terms  than  we  can  fupply  them. — 
It  is  a  juft  Complaint,  That  many  of  the  Pro- 
vinces have  fet  up  leveral  Species  of  Manu- 
fadiures,  which  greatly  interfere  with  the  Trade 
and  Profperity  of  their  Mother  Country.  Yet 
how  fliall  we  prevent  them  ? —  There  is  but 
one  Way  to  do  it,  that  is  either  jiiji  or  prac- 
ticable :  and  that  is,  By  an  Exchange  of  Com- 
modities to  MUTUAL  Benefit.  —  A  mu- 
tual Benefit  is  a  mutual  Dependence. 
And  this  Principle  alone  will  contribute  more 
to  tlic  prefcrving  of  the  Dependency  of  our 
Colonies  upon  tlieir  Mother  Country,  tlian  any 
Oilier  Refinement  or  Invention.     For  if  we  are 

air.iiJ, 
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afraid,  that  one  Day  or  other  they  will  revolt, 
and  fet  up  for  themfelves,  as  fome  fcem  to 
apprehend ;  Let  us  not  drive  them  to  a  Ne- 
ceffity  to  feel  themfelves  independent  of  us;— 
As  they  ivill  do,  the  Moment  they  perceive, 
that  they  can  be  fupplied  with  all  Things 
from  within  themfelves,  and  do  not  need  our 
Affiftance.  If  we  would  keep  them  ftill  de- 
pendent upon  their  Mother  Country,  and  in 
fome  Kc{pcd:s  fulffervient  to  her  Views,  and 
Welfare ;  — Let  us  make  it  their  Interest 
always  fo  to  be. 

For  thefe  Reafons  therefore,  it  is  humbly 
apprehended.  That  the  Trade  to  our  Colonies 
and  Plantations^  muft  appear  to  be  of  the  ut- 
moft  Confequence  to  the  Power,  Strength,  and 
Profperity  of  Great  Britain.  But  to  efFedtu- 
ate  this  good  End,  an  important  Queftion 
comes  next  to  be  decided  j  viz,  "  What  Pro- 
"  duce  (hould  our  Colonies  be  moll  encou- 
"  raged  to  raife  and  cultivate?  —And  what 
"  Sort  of  Manufactures  (hall  they  be  allowed 
"  to  barter  in  Return  for  ours?  " — It  is  eafy 
to  fee,  That  they  cannot  make  large  Payments 
in  Gold  and  Silver  ;  and  it  is  alfo  equally  plain 
and  certain,  That  we  will  not,  cannot  indeed, 
allow  them  to  introduce  fuch  Things  among 
us,  as  will  prevent  the  Confumption  of  our 
own  Commodities,  to  fuch  a  Degree^  as  to  be 
upon  the  Whole ^  of  National  Difadvantage. 

Wn  ERE- 
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Wherefore,  with  great  Submiffion,  I 
will  beg  Leave  to  offer  fome  few  plain  Obfer" 
vatmiSy  which  perhaps  might  not  be  altoge- 
ther unferviceable  as  to  the  Regulation  of  fuch 
a  Trade. 

First  then,  It  feems  chiefly  requifite,  that 
due  Encouragement  fhould  be  given  to  our 
Colonies,  to  apply  their  Thoughts  towards  the 
raifing  o^  fuch  Commodities,  as  do  not  inter- 
fere with  thofe  of  the  Mother  Country. 

Secondly,  They  fhould  alfo  not  only 
be  allowed,  but  be  particularly  incouraged  to 
import  ail  fuch  raw  Materials  as  are 
to  be  manufaBured  here  in  England -y  —even 
though  we  raife  the  fame  Sort  ourfelves  :  Be- 
caufe  the  more  we  have  of  thefe,  the  better ; 
fince  the  cheaper  they  are  purchafedy  the  more 
of  them  can  be  worked  up  j  and  the  more 
there  are  worked  up,  the  greater  Number  of 
Hands  are  employed  \  and  confequently,  the 
more  Money  is  either  favedy  or  got  to  the 
Nation.  Moreover,  this  Argument  becomes 
fo  much  the  flronger,  if  the  raw  Materials 
we  have  of  our  own,  are  by  np  means  fiiffi^ 
cie?it  for  the  Demand  of  the  Manufacture,  ei- 
ther as  to  ^iantit)\  or  Goodnefs ;  whiLh  is  the 
Cafe  with  the  Bar  Iron  here  made  in  Ejig- 
land :  So  that  we  arc  obliged  to  have  recourfe 
to  foreign  CouiUrics  for  :■.  Supplv; — as  in  the 

O  '  Cafe 
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Cafe  of  Bar  Iron  we  do  to  Sweden,  to  the 
Amount  of  near  200,000  /.  Sterling  a  Year. 

Thirdly,  We  ought  to  permit  our  Co- 
lonies to  fupply  us  upon  eafy  Terms  with  all 
fuch  Articles  of  Luxury  as  we  are  wedded  to, 
and  will  have  either  from  them,  or  others.  — 
Confequently,  in  Reafon  and  good  Policy, 
they  ought  to  have  the  Preference,  by  being 
indulged  to  import  thefe  Articles  under  the 
Advantage  of  an  eafy  and  reafonahle  Duty  j 
whilft  the  Commodities  o^  foreign  Nations  are 
charged  with  higher  Impofts  and  Cuftoms. 
In  fuch  a  Cafe,  the  mutual  Excha7ige  of  Com- 
modities between  us  and  the  Colonies,  would 
become  a  mutual  Advantage :  But  that  is  not 
all  J  For  as  the  Duties  would  be  moderate, 
the  Temptations  to  Smuggling  would  ht  fniall; 
the  Consumption  of  the  Commodities  of  our 
ovv^n  Colonies  greater,  and  that  of  other  Na- 
tions lefs  :  By  which  means,  the  Revenue  it- 
felf  would  rife  much  higher  than  it  doth, 
when  there  are  large  and  heavy  Duties :  For 
thcfe  will  ever  be  attended  with  one  or  other 
of  the  following  EfFedts,  either  the  preventing 
the  Importation  of  the  Commodity,  or  its  En- 
traJice  at  the  Cuflom-houfe. 

F  o  u  R  T  H  L  Y,  In  the  Regulation  of  a  Trade 
with  our  Colonies,  feme  Regard  iliould  be  had 
to  thofe  diflant  Parts  of  the  Countrv,  which 
lie  remoteil  from  the  Sea  3  that  even  the  far- 

theil 
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theft  Inhabitants  may  likewife  find  Employ- 
ment in  the  raifing  of  fuch  Commodities  as 
are  fitteft  for  their  Situation,  and  are  light  of 
Carriage.  And  if  their  Thoughts  are  proper- 
ly taken  up  in  the  Cultivation  of  thefe  Things, 
they  will  have  neither  Time  nor  Inclination 
to  purfue  other  ProjeBs^  which  might  prove 
detrimental  to  the  Mother  Country, 

•  From  thefe  Principles  therefore  it  feems 
clearly  to  follow,  That  the  Culture  of  Coffee^ 
Cocoa  Nut,  Cochhieal,  Indico,  and  Fimento^ 
ought  efpecially  to  be  encouraged  in  the  jnoun^ 
tainous,  inland  Part  of  Jamaica. —  And  that 
of  Bar  Iron,  Hemp,  Flax,  Indico,  and  Paw 
Silk,  in  the  Countries  between,  and  beyond 
the  Mountains,  on  the  Back  of  Carolina,  Fir- 
ginia,  Penfilva?iia,  6cc. 

Some  of  thefe  indeed  are  heavy  Goods ; 
and  therefore  feem  not  fo  proper  to  be  raifed 
in  a  Country  fo  far  diftant  from  any  Sea- 
Port  :  But  on  the  other  hand,  when  it  is  con- 
fidered  how  particularly  rich  the  Soil  in  thofc 
Parts  is,  and  how  well  adapted  the  Country 
for  the  raifing  fuch  Articles,  and  how  conve- 
niently the  Inhabitants  could  load  the  Cattle 
they  bring  down  every  Market  Day,with  thefe 
Commodities ;  the  Difficulty,  I  hope,  in  great 
Part  vanifhes,  and  the  Propriety  of  alTigning 
thefe  Tra6ls  of  Land  for  the  Culture  of  them, 
evidently  appears, 

O  2  Enough 
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Enough  therefore  has  been  faid,  to  evince 
be5^ond  all  Contradiction,  That  it  is  the  I  n- 
T  E  R  E  s  T  of  the  Kingdom,  that  fuch  a 
Trade  as  here  defcribed,  fhould  be  carried  on : 
But  whether  it  is  the  Intereji  of  the  Merchant 
to  EMBARK  in  it,  is  another Qiieftion :  And 
yet,  till  he  can  find  his  own  private  Account 
in  the  Affair,  it  is  too  clear  a  Point,  that 
whatever  has  been  faid  as  to  the  Publick  and 
National  Advantage,  will  pafs  for  nothing.-^ 
A  Merchant  will  not  engage  in  a  lopng  Trade, 
and  ruin  himfelf  to  befiefi  his  Country.  In-» 
deed  it  is  unreafonable  to  exped:  he  ihould. 
And  the  great  Complaint  againfl  the  Trade 
to  feme  of  our  Northern  Colonies  long  has 
been.  That  there  is  7iothi7ig  to  be  got  by  it ; 
that  is,  That  the  Merchant  can  get  nothing, 
or  next  to  nothing,  if  compared  to  his  Gains 
to  and  from  other  Places.  The  Trade  to 
Denmark^  Sweden^  or  RuJJia^  is  more  advan- 
tageous to  him,  though  very  detrimental  to  his 
Country  ;  and  therefore,  if  we  would  expedt 
the  Merchant  to  turn  his  Thoughts  wholly 
.to  the  Plantation-Trade,  we  muft  caufe  him 
10  find  his  chief  Intereft  in  thePurfuit  of  it. 

Now  tlicre  are  four  Ways  or  Methods  for 
fiirmng  a  Trade  into  a  new  Channel,  and  fof>^ 
t>it?g  up  the  old  one. 

The  firfi  is.  By  laying  additional  Duties 
vipon  the  Commodities  of  one  Country,  but  not 

on 
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on  thofe  of  another.     By  this  means,  if  the 
Commodities  are  in  any  Degree  equal  to  each 
other  in  Goodnefs  and  Value,  the  former  will 
be  prevented  from  being  imported,   on  Ac- 
count of  their  Dearnefs  to  the  Confumer  •  and 
the  latter  will  have  the  Preference,  by  reafon 
of  their  Cheaptiefi.     Bat  this  Method,  however 
expedient  at  particular  Jun<fl:ures,  is  to  be  ufed 
with  great  Warinefs  and  Caution.     For  every 
fuch  additional  Duty  put  upon  the  Commo- 
dities of  a  foreign  Country,  will  be  looked 
upon  by  that  Country,  as  an  Ad  of  Hojlility 
committed  upon  its  Trade  and  Commerce; 
which  they  will  be  fure  to  revenge  upon  the 
Commodities  and  Manufadures  of  the  Coun- 
try that  was  the  Aggrejfor.     Befides,  high  ad- 
ditional Duties  are  too  violent  and  precipitate 
a  Method  of  turning  a  Trade  into  a  new  Chan- 
nel,— efpecially  where  the  Manufacture  is  yet 
in  its  Infancy,  and  cannot  anfwer  the  Demand 
for  it.     It  is  therefore  much  more  fafe  and 
prudent,  to  incline  the  Scale  gently  and  gra- 
dually on  the  Side  you  would  favour ;  that  fo 
the  Inhabitants  of  that  Country  may  have  time 
to  raife  the  proper  ^antity  of  the  Commodi- 
ties that  are  wanted,    and  may  increafe  and 
perfeB  their  Manufadures,  by  due  Applica- 
tion  and  Experience. ^hndi  alfo,  that  we  our- 
felves  may  not  be  diilreffed  on  Account  of  the 
Scarcenefs,  or  the  Badnefs  of  the  Commodity; 
or  be  forced  to  pay  an  exorbitant  Price,  by 
means  of  the  Monopoly  which  the  Inhabitants 

of 
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of  the  famured  Country  will  have  againft  us. 

Wh  e re f  o  re,  fecondly,  another  more  com- 
modioiis,  and  lefs  exceptionable  Way,   is,  To 
srant  certain  privileges  and  ExempUons -^ 
which  fliall  continue  till  the  Trade  is  iuffici- 
tv\i\y  eftablijhed,  and  needs  no  Support-,  that 
is,  till  the  Merchant  can  find  it  worth  his 
while  to  engage  in  it,  without  being  paid  at 
the  publick  Expence.     Suppofe  therefore  that 
at  the  Beginning  of  fuch  a  Trade,  certain  Com- 
modities were  permitted  to  be  imported  upon 
eafy  Terms ;— or  rather  Duty  free,  which 
is  better  ftill :  Then  our  Colonies  would  turn 
their  Thoughts  to  the  raifmg  them  ;  and  the 
Merchant  would  find  his  own  private  Account 
in  ijnporting  them.     But  if  any  thing  obftrud- 
ed    (o  that  this  did  not  prove  fufficient  to  en- 
crage  them  in  the  Profecution  of  fuch  Defigns ; 
or  that  the  Demand////  ran  in  favour  of  the 
Goods  of  ^w/^^r  Nation  J  then, 

Thirdly,  The  Scale  muft  be  turned  by  the 
Addition  ofaBouNTY  upon  Importation: 
And  to  quicken  their  Diligence,  and  excite  a 
Spirit  of  Emulation,  to  thefe  Encouragements 
may  ftill  be  added, 

Fourthly,   A  Personal  Premium  to 
fuch  Merchants,  as  fliall  import  the  mfl  ot 
thefe  Commodities,  and  the  bejl  in  their  Kind. 
Prizes  of  this  Nature,  are  obferved  to  do  won- 
derful 
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derful  Things  in  the  raifmg  and  pcrfeBing  of 
a  Manufadure.  We  have  feen  their  good  Ef- 
fed:s  in  Ireland -y  and  it  were  greatly  to  be 
wiQied  we  had  the  fame  laudable  Inftitution 
here  in  England.  If  certain  Sums  were  vefled 
in  the  Board  of  T'rade  for  this  Purpofe,  we 
might  not  defpair  of  feeing  the  Mother  Coun- 
try in  a  few  Years  fupplied  with  Pof-AJhes, 
Bar  Iron^  Flax^  Hefnp,  Lidico,  Cochiiteal, 
Co  fee.  Cocoa  Nut,  Pitch  and  Tar,  all  Sorts  of 
Naval  Stores,  and  Raw  Silk,  chiefly  from  her 
own  Colonies.  The  Fad:  is  undeniable,  That 
ALL  thefe  Things  can  be  raifed  in  our  Planta- 
tions either  on  the  Continent,  or  in  the  Iflands, 
And  though  fome  Difficulties  would  attend 
the  Enterprize  at  flrft  fetting  out,  yet  Induftry 
and  Application,  together  with  the  Induce- 
ments oi  Bounties  2ind  per fonal  Premium  s,^'o\AA 
furmount  them  all.  If  Prizes  were  fixed,  viz. 
So  much  to  the  Jir/l,  the  fecond,  and  the  tbird 
Importer  of  the  mojl  in  Quantity,  and  Lr/i  in 
Kind  J  and  notice  given  thereof  in  the  Gazette 
by  Piiblick  Authority  ;  What  an  Ernulation 
would  it  excite  amongft  all  the  Merchants  of 
the  Kingdom  ?  How  gladly  would  our  Colo- 
nies embrace  fuch  Propolals,  and  quit  the  Pur- 
fuit  of  the  Manufactures  they  arc  now  engaged 
in  ?  It  is  certain,  thcfe  Manufactures,  tho' 
highly  detrimental  to  us,  are  not  fo  advantage- 
ous to  thtin,  as  the  Raifmg  the  above  men- 
tioned Commodities  would  he ;  becaufe  they 
could  employ  their  Negroes  in  luch  Work  ; 

whereas 
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whereas  the  Negroes  are  found  to  be  not  Co 
proper  to  engage  in  a  Manufadiure,  which  has 
a  long  Courfe  and  tiiferenf  Parts  before  it  is 
compleated^  and  the  Labour  of  the  white 
People  is  dear  and  expenlive. 

As  to  the  Article  of  Raw  Silk,  the  Impor- 
tance of  it,  I  hope,  will  juftify  the  recom- 
mending of  the  Culture  of  it  in  a  very  parti^ 
cular  Manner.     The  excejjive  Price  it  now 
bears,  and  the  great  Difficulties  to  which  the 
Manufadurers  are  driven,  in  order  to  get  it 
at  any  Rate,  require  that  fomething  fhould  be 
attempted  without  Delay.   Every  Nation  now 
begins  to  perceive.  That  it  is  imprudefit  and 
tmpohttck  to  fuffer  fuch  precious  Materials  to  be 
exported  unmanufaBured  out  of  their  Coun- 
try.    They  have  therefore  prohibited  the  do- 
ing it  under  the  feverefl  Penalties:  — And  we 
cannot  blame  them.     But  for  that  very  Rea- 
fon  we  ought  to  endeavour  to  raife  the  Com- 
modity ourfelves.      And  vfkh  humble  Sub- 
miffion,  no  Time  ever  feemed  fo  favourable 
for  the  doing  it,  as  the  prefent.     For  as  the 
Price  is  high,  this  is  not  only  an  Inducement 
to  fet  about  it ;  but  alio  as  we  have  now  a 
different  Sort  of  Inhabitants  in  our  Colonies  to 
engage  in  it,  than  we  had  before,  we  have 
therefore  the  greater  Profped:  of  Succefs.   The 
Complaint  formerly  was.  That  the  Cultivation 
of  It  would  not  anfwer  on  Account  of  the 
Bcarncfs  of  Labour.    The  Inhabitants  towards 

the 


An  essay   on    TRADE.  105 

the  Sea-Coafts  could  employ  their  Time  to 
greater  Advantage  in  the  Culture  of  Tobacco^ 
Rice,  &c.  therefore  the  Scheme  for  Raw  Silk 
muft  fail.  But  at  prefent  we  have  feveral 
thoufands  of  Palatines  and  Moravians,  fettled 
in  the  Vallies  between  the  Mountains  in  a 
Country  much  like  Pietnont,  where  the  beft 
Silk  grows :  Now  as  they  ca?inot  cultivate 
Rice  or  Tobacco  for  Exportation ;  and  as  they 
are  far  removed  from  the  Center  of  Trade,  and 
are  alfo  a  parfimonious,  abfiemious  People,  they 
will  certainly  work  much  cheaper  than  the  E«g-- 
lijlj  heretofore  towards  the  Sea-fide,  who  were 
ever  noted  for  the  contrary  Qualities.  So  that 
upon  the  Whole,  the  T^ime  and  the  Occafion 
invite  ;  the  Neceffities  of  the  Manufadure,  and 
the  Intere/i  of  our  Country,  require  that  fome 
Attempt  lliould  be  fpeedily  made  for  the  raif- 
ing  of  Raw  Silk  in  our  Colonies. 

IX.    PROPOSAL. 

"To  pur  chafe  the  IJle  of  Man  of  the  prefent 
noble  Proprietor ;  and  annex  it  to  the  Crown 
of  Great  Britain, 

The  late  Purchafe  of  the  Hereditable  Ju- 
riidiftions  in  Scotland  hath  fet  an  excellent  Ex- 
ample, which  deferves  Imitation.  And  indeed 
in  the  prefent  Cafe  the  Reafons  for  annexing 
this  Royalty  to  the  Crown,  hold  Wronger  than 
in  any  of  the  others.  For  the  Detriment, 
P  wliich 


io6  An    essay    on    TRADE. 

which  the  whole  Kingdom  fuftains  by  the 
Alienation  of  it,    is  much  greater  than  that 
which  arofe  from  all  the  Royalties  and  Jurif- 
dicflions  of  Scotland.     The  IJle  of  Man  is  the 
great  Magazine  for  the  French  to  depoUte  their 
Wines  and  Brandies,  Teas,  and  other  Com- 
modities in,  till  Opportunity  offers  of  Smug- 
gling them  on  the  Coafts  of  England^  Scotland^ 
Ireland  and  Wales.     The  Lofs  hereby  to  this 
Nation,  and  the  Gai?is  to  the  French^  are  in- 
expreffibly  great.     And  as  all  the  Sums  drained 
fro7n  us,  are  employed  by  them  in  Time  of 
War  to  hire  Troops,  and  pay  Armies  to  fight 
againjl  Us,  it  will  be  no  Exaggeration  of  the 
Truth  to  fay,    {<^  That    fince  the  Peace  of 
Utrecht,  they  have  drawn  more  Money  from 
us  by  means  of  their  Trade  with  this  Ifland, 
than  was  fufficient  to  maintain  30,000  Men, 
with  a  Train  of  Artillery,  during  the  late  Wat 
in  Flanders.  —  Is  this  now  a  Matter  of  no 
Confequence  ?  Would  the  French  have  fuiFered 
a  like  Sovereignty  and  Jurifdidlion  to  remain 
on  their  Coafts,  fo  greatly  to  the  Detriment  of 
the  Kingdom  in  general  ?     No  ;    the  Cafe  of 
the  Sovereignty  of  Belle-IJle,  formerly  in  Pol^ 
feffion  of  the  Family  of  the  famous  Duke  of 
that  Name,  plainly  ill  ews  they  would  net. 

Besides,  the  IJle  of  iW^;;  creates  a  pro- 
digious Expence  to  the  Britijlj  Government, 
in  maintaining  fo  many  Offices,  Cruifers,  &c, 
to  guard  aguinft  its  illicit  and  pernicious  Trade. 

This 
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This  Article  alone  cannot  be  lefs  than  20,000/. 
a  Year,  including  in  the  Eftimation  the  Offi- 
cers in  Ireland^  that  are  kept  there  on  the  fame 
Account.  I  might  alfo  mention  the  notorious 
Frauds  committed  in  the  Cuftoms,  together 
with  the  Perjuries  always  attending  them, — 
the  Entry  of  certain  Goods  iov  Export  at  io?i, — 
receiving  a  Drawback  or  Debenture^ — landing 
thofe  Goods  in  the  IJle  of  Man^  —  and  then 
running  them  back  again  upon  our  own  Coafts. 
But  furely  there  is  no  need  of  kbouring  to 
convince  any  one  in  fo  clear  a  Cafe. 

I N  fhort  this  Ifland  may  be  looked  upon  as 
a  Fortrefs  in  the  Hands  of  our  Enemies,  from 
whence  they  are  continually  annoying  Us  in 
the  mo^  fenfible  Part,  our  Trade  and  Com- 
merce. And  the  whole  Queftion  is,  Whether 
we  ought  to  difpoffefs  them  or  not? — A  Quef- 
tion which  admits  of  no  Difpute,  if  the  Pub- 
lick  Good,  and  Welfare  of  our  Country  are  to 
determine  it.  Befides,  the  noble  Proprietor 
himfelf  need  be  no  Lojer,  nay  he  may  be  a 
confiderable  Gainer  by  fuch  a  Purchafe.  ^  For 
as  the  whole  Revenue  of  the  Ifland  is  faid  not 
to  amount  to  more  than  between  3,  or  4000/. 
a  Year,  it  would  be  a  cheap  Exchange  to  the 
Publick,  if  he  was  paid  40,  50,  or  60  Years 
purchafe  for  his  Property  therein. 

P  2  X.  PRO- 
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X.     PROPOSAL. 

T  o  mvife  Foreigners  of  Diftindfion  to  travel 
among  Usj  that  fo  we  may  have  fomething  in 
return  for  the  vaft  Sums  which  we  yearly 
fend  abroad.  To  this  End  there  is  wanting  a 
concife  Treatife  in  French  and  Englijh,  fetting 
forth  the  Advantages  which  Perfons  of  diffe- 
rent Taftes  and  Inchnations  may  enjoy  by  fuch 
a  Tour :  The  Man  of  Pleafure  and  Diverfion 
—The  Virtuofo-— The  Scholar  and  Man  of 
Letters — The  Lawyer — Phyfician— Divine — 
Merchant,  &c.  with  Directions  how  to  per- 
form a  regular  Tour— a  fhorter  or  a  longer — 
what  Things  are  moft  remarkable  to  be  fcen : 
—  Churches  —  Seats  — Gardens — Pidures — 

Manufactures  — Ports,  &c what  Books  or 

Treatifes  are  neceflary  to  be  confulted  —  how 
to  learn  the  Language — with  the  proper  Stages 
marked  out  —  and  a  Calculation  of  the  Ex- 
pence  in  the  moderate  Way  of  Travelling. 

It  has  been  obierved  before,  under  the 
Xllth  Advantage  of  France ^  page  20.  That 
Travelling  into  a  Country  is  of  greater  Confe-^ 
quence  to  the  Trade  and  Manufad;ures  of  that 
Country,  tlian  is  ufually  apprehended.  And 
as  Fngland  is  as  deferving  the  Notice  of  curious 
and  inquifitive  Foreigners,  as  any  Country  on 
the  Globe,  it  is  a  great  Pity,  that  fome  inge- 
nious Hand  hath  not  yet  lent  them  his  friendly 

Affiftance 
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Afliftance,  by  an  exprefs  Treatife  on  the'Sub- 
jedl.  It  would  be  a  great  Pleafure  to  the  Au- 
thor to  contribute  what  he  can,  only  as  an 
inferior  Workman,  in  the  accomplifhing  fuch 
a  Defign.  And  therefore  if  he  could  fungi 
vice  Cotis,  as  Horace  expreffes  it,  and  be  con- 
fidered  only  as  a  Whet-ftone  to  give  an  Edge  to 
the  Inclinations  of  others,  who  have  Abilities 
to  execute  fuch  a  Scheme,  he  would  gladly 
offer  his  AfTiftance. 

With  thefe  Sentiments  therefore  he  begs 
Leave  to  propofe  the  following  rough  Sketch, 
only  as  general  Hints  to  be  improved  w^on^  viz. 

Suppose  a  modeft  Treatife  was  wrote, 
without  puffing,  or  too  much  extoling  ourfelves, 
or  our  Country,  containing  a  Plan  for  a  Fo- 
reigner to  travel  in  England  a  Year,  or  longer, 
with  Pleafure  and  Advantage: 

C  H  AP.  I.  Setting  forth  the  Situation  of  the 
Country,  the  Air  and  Climate,  Nature  of  the 
Soil,  and  its  general  Produdtions. 

Chap.  II.  The  prefent  Inhabitants,  Prin- 
ciples of  their  Government,  their  Virtues  and 
Vices,  Humours,  Diverfions,  the  Manner  of 
converfing  agreeably  with  them,  and  accommo- 
dating one's  felf  to  the  general  Tafle  and  Ge- 
nius of  the  Country,  Method  of  learning  the 
Language  —and  Pronunciation —Method  and 

Expence 
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Expence  of  Travelling — manner  of  obtaining 
Recommendations  from  abroad  to  London,  and 
from  London  to  the  other  Parts  of  the  King- 
dom. 

Ch  AP.  III.  Containing  the  Plan  for  a  Fo- 
reigner to  make  the  Tour  of  £;z^/^Wineight 
Stages,  within  the  Compafs  of  a  Year,  each 
Stage  containing  ks  Environs,  or  the  Diftrid: 
of  ten  Miles  round  the  Place  of  Refidence,  in 

which  Diftria  the  principal  Seats — Towns 

Manufadures  —  Curiofities,  ^c,  fhould  be 
briefly  defcribed :  viz,  Suppofing  the  Stranger 
landed  the  Beginning  of  April-,  then  the 

17?  Stage,  London  and  les  Environs^  in  the 
Month  oi  JpriL 

N.  B.  It  might  be  improper,  A  Foreigner 
fhould  flay  longer  in  the  Capital  upon  firft 
coming  over,  than  to  fettle  his  Correfpondences, 
and  get  Recommendations  to  other  Places ; 
left  whilft  he  is  a  Stranger  to  the  Language, 
he  fliould  aflbciate  too  much  with  his  own 
Countrymen,  and  be  little  benefited  by  his 
Travelling. 

2d  Stage,  Cambridge  and  les  Environs,  in 
May,  Here  he  fhould  begin  in  earneft  to 
learn  the  Language  by  the  Help  of  fome  good 
Grammar,  and  to  learn  the  Pronunciation  by 
coming  to  Church  with  his  French  and  Englijh 

Common 
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Common  Prayer,  and  liftening  to  the  Clergy- 
inan's  flow  and  deliberate  Reading.  If  this 
Method  was  duly  praaiced,  Foreigners  would 
•not  find  that  Difficulty  in  learning  the  Pronun- 
ciation of  our  Language,  as  they  are  apt  to 
imagine.  And  this  is  an  Advantage  of  teach- 
ing it,  in  fome  Refped  peculiar  to  Us. 

3  J  Stage,  Oxford  and  les  Environs,  in  June, 
Note,  In  laying  out  the  Route  between  Place 
and  Place,  it  would  be  proper  to  contrive  it 
fo,  as  the  Traveller  might  fee  as  many  Things 
worthy  of  Notice  in  his  Paffage,  as  he  could. 

4//;  Stage,  Birmingham  and  les  Enviro?2s,  m 
July. 

^th  Stage,  Bripl  and  les  Environs,  in  Ju- 

ttb  Stage,  A  Tour  from  Brifiol  to  Portf 
mouth,  through  Wilton,  Salifiury,  &:c.  and 
then  return  to  Bath  in  September. 

jth  Stage,  Bath  and  les  Enviro?is,  during 
OBober  and  November, 

%th  Stage,  London,  during  the  Months  of 
December,  'January,  February  and  March, 
which  complete  the  Year. 

If 
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If  after  this  the  Foreigner  choofes  to  re* 
fide  longer  in  England,  and  to  fee  other  Parts 
of  the  Kingdom,  then  he  might  take  a  Tour 
of  Six  Months  in  the  following  manner  j  viz, 

1.  J'ork,  and  les  Environs,  in  the  Month  of 
JlpriL 

2.  Le^ds  and  Manchefter,  in  May. 

3.  Liverpook  and  Chefter,  mjune, 

4.  Chatfworth  and  Derby,  in  July. 

5.  Nottingham  and  Northampton,  in  Augufl. 

6 .  From  thence  through  London  to  the  Place 
of  Embarkation,  in  September-,  vifiting  the 
principal  Seats,  Towns,  &c.  oi  Kent  or  EJjex, 
in  the  Way  to  Dover  or  Harwich. 

Chap.  IV.  Containing  Obfervations  on 
the  Literature  and  Learning  of  the  EngUfh-, 
and  the  Advantages  which  Perfons  of  different 
Taftes  may  reap,  from  being  acquainted  with 
them.  —  Concluding  with  a  fmall  Catalogue 
of  the  choiceft  Authors  in  polite  Literature,  and 
^hefeveral  Sciences;— ; with  a  Lift  of  our  beft 
Plays,  as  to  Morals,  Language,  and  Defign-, 
that  fo  a  Foreigner  may  know,  when  it  ftiall 
be  worth  his  while  to  go  to  our  Theatres. 

XL    PROPOSAL. 

T  o  cut  fome  Canals  between  our  great  'Towns 
of  Trade^  for  the  Conveniency  and  Cheapfiefs  of 

Caj'riage, 
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Carriage.  —  Canals  are  much  preferable  to 
the  making  Rivers  navigable,  even  where  both 
might  be  done.  For  in  the  firft  Place,  the 
Expe?ice  is  not  greater,  except  perhaps  the 
Purchafc  of  the  Ground.  In  the  next  Place, 
they  are  kept  and  repaired  at  a  much  eafier 
Rate.  They  are  not  fubjed  to  Inundations, 
or  the  Shifting  of  the  Sand  and  Gravel,  and 
are  generally  much  fljorter  and  flrcightcr.^  — 
But  what  is  above  every  other  Confideration, 
A  Boat  laden  with  Merchandize  in  a  Canal, 
may  be  drawn  by  a  fingle  Horfe,  on  a  full 
T^rot,  as  in  Holland,  up  or  down  the  Stream, 
whether  there  be  a  Flood,  or  not ;  and  requires 
but  two  Men  to  guide  it. 

If  a  Canal  was  dug  between  Reading  and 
Bath,  then  there  would  be  an  eafy  and  cheap 
Communication  between  the  two  principal  Ci- 
ties of  the  Kingdom,  Lo?idon  and   B?^iJlol : 
Goods  and  Pallengers  might  be  carried  at  one 
quarter  of  the  prefent  Expence  :  And  furely 
75  /.  per  Cent,  flived  in  Freight,  deferves  Con- 
fideration.    The  River  Kennet,  from  Reading 
to  Silbury-Hill  is  a  plain    lUuftration    how 
pradicable  fo  far  fuch  a  Scheme  might  be. 
And  from  thence  to  the  Defcent  towards  Cain, 
on  the  Bath  Side,  is  the  only  Difficulty.    But 
fuch  who  have  (^cn  the  great  Canal  of  Laji- 
guedoc,   are  very  well  aflVu-ed  it  might  eafily 
be  performed,  and  at  a  fortieth  Part  of  the 
Expence  which  the  other  was. 
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Nay,  a  Gentleman  of  Credit  and  Repu- 
tation, lately  informed  me,  That  on  the  Side 
of  the  Devizes  there  is  ftill  a  much  more  con- 
venient  Situation  for  the  Purpofe,  where  a 
few  Spade-fulls  of  Earth  could  tiii'n  the  Stream 
cither  way.  What  a  Pity  is  it,  That  fo  ma- 
ny Advantages  are  negle^ed  I'  If  the  like  Si- 
tuation had  been  in  France^  a  Canal  had  been 
made  long  ago.  —  Indeed  fomething  might 
have  been  alledged  in  our  Excufe,  had  we 
the  fame  Difficulties  to  encounter  with,  which 
the  French  furmounted  in  making  the  Canal 
of  Languedoc.  But  there  are  no  Obftrucflions 
of  Rivers  and  Rivulets  in  our  Way ;  no  need 
of  making  Arches,  and  Troughs  of  Stone  to 
carry  the  Canal  over  them ;  —  no  fleep  Hills 
to  afcend,  or  Mountains  to  pierce  through  : 
And  yet  the  Thing  is  not  fo  much  as  attempt- 
ed, though  the  common  Intereft,  and  the  Si- 
tuation of  the  Country,  fo  flrongly  invite  us 
to  perform  it.  ♦ 

A  Canal  alfo  ought  to  be  dug  between 

Glafcow  and  the  Shoar  oppofite  to  Alloway ; 
which  would  open  a  Communication  between 
G/afcoWy  and  Lcith,  the  Port  o{  Edi?ibiirgh. — 
The  Situation  in  thefe  Parts  is  extremely  in- 
viting, even  more'  fo  than  the  former  j  as  the 
Paffage  is  much  fhorter.  And  our  Soldiers  in 
Times  of  Peace  might  be  employed  in  the 
publick  Works,   alternately  with  performing 

their 
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their  Exercife,  receiving  a  fuitable  Addition  to 
their  Pay,  when  they  are  at  work. 

XII.    PROPOSAL. 

T  o  raife  a  FiJJjery  on  the  Northern  Coafi  of 
Scotland,  by  giving  a  double  Premium 
for  fome  Years,  till  the  Trade  is  fufficiently 
eftabliflied,  for  all  Herrings  caught  and  cured 
by  Perfons  refiding  within  certain  Diftridts, 
and  exported  to  foreign  Markets, 

Several  other  Schemes  have  been  lately 
offered  to  the  Publick  in  relation  to  this  Mat- 
ter; and  all  of  them,  undoubtedly,  good  in 
fome  Refpe(fls.  Every  thing  of  this  Nature 
hath  its  refpecflive  Convenience  and  Inconve- 
nience. And  if  the  Scheme  for  carrying  on 
the  FKheries  by  means  of  a  foint  Stocky  and 
a  Company^  impower'd  to  make  By-Laws,  and 
prefcribe  Rules  and  Regulations,  can  ftand  clear 
of  the  imminent  Hazard  of  degenerating  into 
a  JoBB,  through  the  corrupt  Influence  and 
finifter  Views  of  the  Managers  and  Directors 
of  fuch  a  Company  ;  —  I  fay,  If  the  Scheme 
is  freed  from  all  reafonable  Sufpicion  of  tend- 
ing to  fuch  a  Point,  I  fhould  much  rather 
prefer  it  to  that  which  is  here,  with  great 
Submiflion,  offered  in  its  ftead.  It  is  certain, 
that  a  Joint  Stock  is  a  quicker  and  more  ex- 
peditious Way  ;—  but  the  Encouragement  of 
a  double  Bounty  appears  to  me  more  fure,  and 
Q_2  lefs 
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kfs  liable  to  be  corrupted.  For  in  this  latter 
Cafe,  there  are  no  Sums  advanced  till  the 
Work  is  done,  and  the  Herrings  publickly  exa- 
mined, whether  they  are  marketable  or  not  : 
There  is  no  fmgering  of  the  Money  in  the 
mean  Time  by  Managers  and  Direciors  ;  nor 
can  there  be  any  Items  of  Expe?ices  and  Dif- 
burjements^  Fees  and  Salaries,  brought  to  Ac- 
count :  Things  which  are  the  Bane  of  all  pub- 
lick  Societies,  and  the  great  Caufe  of  their 
Corruption,  .and  degenerating  from  their  ori- 
ginal Inftitution. 

Besides,  if  a  double  Bounty,  or  perhaps 
Five  Shilli?igs  per  Barrel,  were  given  for  all 
Herrings  fo  cured  and  exported,  it  feems  to  me. 
That  the  Dutch  themfelves  would  be  tempted 
by  the  Lucre  of  fuch  a  Bounty,  to  fettle  on 
the  Northern  Coafts  of  Scotland,  and  make 
one  People  with  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Coun^ 
try ;  —^  which  would  be  the  greateft  Advan- 
tage that  Part  of  the  Kingdom  could  poflibly 
receive. 

XIII.     PROP  OS  AL, 

T  o  eliablifk  Civil  Governments  at  Gibraltar 
and  Port-Mahone,  and  make  them  Free  Forts. 
—  The  Situation  of  Gibraltar  is  extremely 
conmiodious  for  vending  feveral  Sorts  of  Com- 
modities m  Spain  and  Barbary :  And  the  Illand 
of  Allnorca.  is  not  lefs  happily  fituated  for  car^ 

rying 
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ry  ing  on  an  advantageous  Commerce  with  fome 
Parts  of  France  and  Italy,  and,  by  means  of 
the  neighbouring  Ifland  o^ Majorca,  with  Spa'ui 
alfo.     Several  Sorts  of  coarfe  Woollen  Stuffs, 
and  Manchefier  Goods,  would  be  acceptable  in 
Barbara,  provided  they  could  be  had  reafon- 
ably  cheap :    Which  can  never  be,  till  there 
is  a  free  Fort.     Several  Sorts  of  the  Manu- 
fiidures  oi  Manchefier  2xA  Spittle-Fields,  would 
be  very  agreeable  to  the  Tafte  of  the  Spani- 
ards,  French,  and  Italians.     But  above  all,  our 
Birmi?igham  Ware,  our  Cutlery,  Razors  and 
Sciffars,  Watches  and  Chains,  Locks,  Metal 
Buttons,  Snuff  Boxes,  Toys,  and  all  the  Sorts 
of  Bijoux  iAngleterre,    as   the  French   call 
them,  which  they  are  inexpreffibly  fond  of, 
would   find    a  prodigious    Vent  in  all  thefe 
Countries.     The  lead  Amount  of  the  whole 
Trade,  that  might  be  carried  on  by  means  of 
thefe  two  Ports,  were  they  made  free,  would 
be  100,000/.  a  Year.     And  furely  fuch  a  Sum 
is  worth  the  Getting ;— efpecially  by  a  Nation 
80,000,000  /.  in  F)ebt, 

Ira  Scheme  of  this  kind  was  to  take  Place 
in  the  Ifland  of  Minorca,  it  would  then  alfo 
ffand  a  fair  Chance  of  being  peopled  by  Eng- 
lifij  Families,  or  by  fuch  as  are  ivell-affeBed  to 
the  Englijh  Government.  Whereas  at  prefent 
there  are  fcarce  any,  except  the  Garrifon,  but 
bigottcd  Spamards,  v/ho  at  the  firft  taking  of 
the  Place,  would  have  been  glad  to  have  part- 
ed 
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ed  with  their  Pofleffions  for  a  Trifle,  and  to 
have  retired  into  Spain.  But  now  they  are 
got  immenfely  rich ;  their  Lands  are  faid  to 
be  more  than  Jive  ^irnes  their  former  Value  ; 
and  yet  their  Bigottry  mtd  Averjion  continue 
as  ftrong  as  ever. 

XIV.     PROPOSAL. 

To  have  publick  InfpeBors  into  all  our 
Manufa(5lures ;  aiid  to  oblige  all  Exporters  to 
deliver  in  Samples  of  the  Commodities  they 
intend  to  export,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
compared  together ^  before  the  Goods  are  fuffered 
to  be  put  on  Ship-board.  This,  if  faithfully 
and  honeftly  executed,  would  always  keep  up 
the  Credit  of  our  Manufadhires  at  home  and 
abroad,  on  which  the  Spirit  and  Life  of  Trade 
principally  depends.  All  poflible  means  fhould 
be  taken  to  prevent  private  Frauds  in  packing 
— Deficiencies  in  Weight  and  Meafure — un- 
due ftretching  of  Cloths  upon  the  Rack,  which 
alone  hath  occafioned  irreparable  Lofs  to  this 
Nation.  The  Fraudulent  and  Deceitful  fhould 
be  prevented,  as  much  ais  it  is  pojjible^  from  get- 
ting Rich  at  the  Expence  of  their  honefl 
Neighbours,  and  the  Welfare  of  their  Coun- 
try, which  is  too  often  facrijiced  to  their 
Knavery. 

In  fliort.  In  all  Kinds  of  Manufadures,  the 
worfl  Part  of  it  fliould  be  put  outermojl  for  a 

Sample, 
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Sample,  not  the  Befl ;  that  fo  the  Buyer,  in 
feeing  the  Mark  and  Seal  of  the  Office-,  may 
confide  in  that,  and  be  affured,  that  he  is  not 
deceived  by  what  is  out  of  Sight, 

XV.    PROPOSAL. 

To  <7//^r  the  Method  of  collet ing  our  Du- 
ties upon  particular  Sorts  of  Goods  imported^ 
VIZ.  By  lodging  them  in  Warehoufes  erected 
at  the  publick  Expence,  till  the  Importer 
fetches  them  away,  according  as  he  wants 
them,  and  pays  the  Duty,  or  caufes  it  to  be 
paid  by  the  Perfon  who  purchafes  of  him. 
This  Scheme,  I  am  fenfible,  would  raife  a  great 
Clamour,  if  enforced  by  any  compul/i've  Law  ; 
But  if  left  to  each  Perfon's  free  Choice,  there 
is  the  higheft  Probability,  that  it  would  uni- 
verlally  obtain.  Suppofe  therefore.  That  the 
Laws  relating  to  the  Cuftoms  in  general  fhould 
continue  as  they  are;  But  that  Fermifjion 
fhould  be  granted  to  fuch  Perfons  as  are  defir- 
cus  of  ufing  it,  to  land  their  Goods  in  the 
publick  Magazines,  there  to  remain  at  the  ufual 
moderate  Rent  for  Cellarage,  till  fuch  Time 
as  they  find  it  their  Intereft  to  remove  them, 
and  then  to  pay  the  Duty.  If  fuch  a  Permif- 
fion  was  granted  to  the  Importers  of  Sugars, 
Rum,  Wines,  Brandies,  tobacco,  Raifins,  Primes, 
and  Curra?jts,  it  is  eafy  to  forefee,  That  al- 
moft  every  one  concerned,  would  embrace 
it.     For,  in  the  firft  Place,  the  Expence  of 

Wurchouie- 
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Warehoufe-Room  would  be  juft  the  flime  $ 
but  the  Difference  between  paying  the  Duty 
all  cit  once  upon  Importation,  and  paying  it 
by  Degrees^  would  be  very  great,  and  much 
to  the  Advantage  both  of  the  Importer  and 
the  Publick.  The  Importer  would  be  a  Gain- 
er, as  he  would  not  be  ftreightned  for  Money 
to  pay  the  Duties  every  time  his  Ship  arrives  j 
and  might  keep  his  Goods  till  he  law  a  pro- 
miling  Market,  or  might  export  them  to  fome 
Foreign  Country,  if  they  bore  there  a  better 
Price.  And  this  itfelf  would  be  a  great  Ad- 
vantage to  the  Publick,  as  it  would  render  our 
Country  a  kind  of  common  Magazine  for 
others^  and  as  we  fhould  get  by  it  all  the 
Profits  of  Freight,  Commiffion,  tSc.  More- 
over, the  Publick  would  be  more  efpecially 
benefited,  as  the  Trade  would  be  increafed, 
and  the  Goods  afforded  much  the  cheaper. — 
When  a  Trade  can  be  carried  on  with  a  fmall 
Stock,  the  more  Perfons  are  capable  of  em- 
barking in  it ;  And  when  the  Duties  are  not 
.  paid  all  at  once,  but  by  Degrees,  as  the  Goods 
can  be  fold,  the  Home-Confumer  will  buy  fo 
much  the  cheaper.  For  he  will  only  pay  the 
King's  fimple  Duty,  — the  Expences  of  the 
Adventure, — and  the  Merchant's  fingle  Gains 
upon  that  Adventure  :  Whereas,  according  to 
the  prefent  Way  of  colled:ing  the  Revenue, 
every  Confumer  pays  another  confiderable  Ar- 
ticle, viz.  T^he  Gains  of  the  Merchant  on  the 
Smns  advanced  to  pay  the  King's  Duty.     And 

if 
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if  the  Goods  have  paffed  from  the  Merchant 
Importer  to  the  laft  Retailer^  through  two  or 
three  Hands,  before  they  come  to  the  Con- 
fumer,  then  He  pays  two  or  three  Advances 
the  more.  *  So  that  in  facfl,  He  not  only 
pays  the  jirjl  Duty  to  the  King,  but  perhaps 
twice  as  much  again  to  others,  by  Means  of 
thefe  Advances  upon  Advances.  The  Confe- 
quence  of  all  which  is,  That  Trade  becomes 
monopolized  by  a  few  Rich  Perfons,  becaufe 
there  is  a  greater  Stock  required  to  carry  it  on  -, 
And  Smugglers  will  be  the  more  numerous^  and 
the  more  audacious,  becaufe  the  T^emptatiojis 
to,  and  the  Gains  of  Smuggling,  become  fo 
much  the  greater.  Whereas  by  the  Method 
now  propofed,  both  thefe  Mifchiefs  would  be 
prevented  to  a  great  Degree.  <^  Obferve, 
The  PropofU  here  made,  compels  no  Perfons 
to  fubmit  to  thefe  Regulations,  but  only  per- 
mits them  to  make  ufe  of  them,  if  they  are 
difpofed  to  do  it.  ^  Obferve  alfo.  That  this 
Scheme  requires  no  7iew  Officers,  even  at  the 
Commencement  of  it :  And  when  it  has 
been  thoroughly  tried  and  known,  it  would 
certainly  greatly  lejjen  the  Number  of  them.  A 
Set  of  Publick  Magazines  (which,  by  the  By, 
might  be  fo  contrived,  as  to  be  ornamental,  as 
well  as  ujeful)  built  uniformly,  and  in  a  Qua- 

R  drangular 

*  See  this  Affair  fct  in  a  true  zvA  frrojig  Light  in  a 
Treatifc  entitled,  /in  EJj'ny  c,i  the  CcrAJa  of  the  Decline 
of  the  ForclgnTyadc,  Lo'i-hn  1741.  Printed  for  J.  Brs- 
therton.      Pajrcs  16,  ami  17. 
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drangular  Figure,  might  eafiiy  be  taken  Care 
of  and  infpedted  by  a  very  few  Officers,  who 
might  well  be  fpared  from  the  Numbers 
now  employed  as  hand-Waiters^  'T'i de-Wait- 
erSy  Searchers,  Deputies,  'Extraordinary  Men, 

Sec.  &c. ^  Obferve,    3^/^',    That  with 

refpedt  to  any  'Rmhezzkment ,  which  thefe 
Magazine-keepers  might  be  fufped:ed  of,  this 
might  be  prevented,  as  much  as  any  thing  of 
fuch  a  Nature  can  poffibly  be  (not  only  by 
Weighing  the  Goods,  Gauging  them,  and 
taking  Samples  before  they  are  delivered  into 
the  Officers  Care)  but  alfo  by  making  it  ne- 
cefTary,  That  thefe  Officers  fhould  be  engaged 
with  two  fufficient  Bondfmen  in  two  Sorts  of 
Securities,  one  to  the  King,  to  enforce  their 
Fidelity  to  him,  and  aiiother  to  the  Mayor  or 
chief  Magiftrate  of  the  Town,  and  his  Succef- 
fors,  where  the  Magazine  is  kept,  in  Truft 
for  the  Merchants,  to  enfure  their  Honefty  to 
them:  And  that  when  any  of  thefe  Officers 
are  fufpedied  of  Embezzling  the  Merchants 
Property,  the  Party  aggrieved  may  be  at  Li- 
berty to  bring  an  Ad:ion  in  the  Name  of  the 
Mayor,  or  chief  Magiftrate  for  the  Time  being, 
and  rtcovcv  treble  Damages,  with  Cofts  of  Suit, 
on  Proof  of  fuch  Embezzlement.  Now  in 
<?//  thefe  Refpeds  the  prcfcnt  Propofal  differs 
entirely  from  the  late  famous  Excife  Scheme ; 
And  every  Objection  made  againfl  that,  is  ob- 
viated here. 

As 
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As  this  laft  Propofal,  and  one  or  two  more, 
would  be  attended  with  fome  Expence,  were 
they  carried  into  Execution ;  — And  as  the 
Nation,    in  its  prefent  Circumftances,   might 
be    fuppofed  incapable   of  bearing  a  farther 
Load  -I  fhall  therefore  endeavour  to  point  out 
a  Method  how  certain  Taxes  might  be  raifed 
without  burdening  any  of  the  Necefartes  ot 
Life-and  yet  fufficient  to  anfwer  ^//  thefe 
Expences,-andbe  moreover  highly  conducive 
to  the  Reformation  of  the  Morals  of  the  Peo- 
ple, and  the  general  Welfare  of  the  Kingdom. 
Viz. 

XVI.    PROPOSAL. 

To  lay  certain  Taxes  on  the  following  Ar- 
ticles oi  Luxury,  Vice,  ox  Extravagance :  which 
Taxes  fhall  be  applied  to  the  general  Improve- 
ment of  Commerces  by  maintaining Conluls, 
and  ereaing  Forts,  according  to  Propofal  VI. 
Building  of  Magazines  and  Warehoufes,  as  ipe- 
cified  in  Propofal  XV.     Giving  Bounties  and 
Perfonal  Premiums  to  the  great  eft  Exporters 
of  our  own  Manufactures,  -  the  like  to  the 
^reateft  Importers    of   Raw  Materials   from 
F.m:^;2  Countries,- efpecially  fron.  our^;. 
Plantations,  according  to  P^opofil   VIll.— 
And  in  fhort,  by  purfuing  all  inch  Ways  and 
Means,  as  ferVe   to  excite  the  Merchant  ^and 

Xv    2 
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Manufacfturer  to  promote  the  Intereft  of  their 
Country,  and  their  own  together.  Where- 
fore, the 

iji  Tax  propofed  is,  That  upon  Bafchelors 
and  Widou-ers^  of  a  certain  Age,  without 
Children. 

The  manifold  ill  Confequences  that  flow 
from  the  modifh  Pradiice  of  Mens  living  Bat- 
chelors,  are  too  glaring  and  evident.  For  we 
may  venture  to  pronounce,  without  any  Degree 
of  tJncharitablenefs,  That  it  is  07ie  great  Caufe 
of  all  the  Lewdnefs  and  Debauchery  of  this  Age. 
Somey^w  indeed  undoubtedly  there  are,  who 
no  ways  contribute  to  thefe  Immoralities  by 
their  fingle  Life ;  But  they  are  too  inconfide- 
rable  in  Number  to  defer ve  to  have  particular 
Exemptions,  even  were  it  poflible  to  dijlinguijh 
them  from  others,  which  it  is  not  poffible 
to  do  in  a  legal  Way.  In  all  Things  calcu- 
lated for  the  general  Good,  fome  Individu- 
ah  mufl  fuffer ;  and  it  cannot  be  avoided. 
Now  (to  confider  this  Matter  merely  in  a 
commercialhight)  as  there  are  at  leaft  Ninety- 
nine  in  an  Hundred,  who  gratify  their  De- 
lires,  but  fo  as  to  add  no  proper  Increafe  to 
the  piiblick  Stock  of  Inhabitants,  in  which 
the  Riches  and  Strength  of  a  Nation  do  con- 
fift,  one  may  eafily  judge  of  the  Evil  of  fuch 
a  Pradice,  by  its  bad  Confequences.  And 
in  London    particularly,   where  this   Vice  of 

living 
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living   Batchelors  moftly  prevails^  there  it  is 
obfervable,  by  the  Bills  of  *  Mortality ,  that 

more 

*  T  o  this  Paragraph  it  has  been  objeded,  that  the 
yearly  Bills  of  Mortality,  which  make  the  Burials  more 
than  the  Births,  are  not  to  be  relied  upon,  as  to  this 
Point;  *'  Becaufe  there  are  no  Births  regiftred,  but  the 
"  Births  of  thofe  who  are  baptized  according  to  the  Form 
*'  of  the  ejlahlijhed  Church  ;  whereas  DiJJenters  of  moft 
"  Denominations  are  buried  in  the  Church,  and  confe- 
*'  quently  regijlred  there." 

Now  as  it  is  a  very  material  Article  to  know,  with 
fome  Degree  of  Certainty^  Whether  more  Perfons  die 
m  London^  than  are  born ; —  and  confequcntly,  Whether 
the  whole  City  would  not  be  depopulated  in  a  Century 
or  two,  if  the  Inhabitants  followed  the  fame  Courfes  they 
mw  do,  were  it  not  for  the  Influx  of  Strangers^  to 
fupply  thefe  Deficiencies  ;  I  fhall  therefore  beg  Leave  to 
ofFer  the  following  Confiderations,  in  Reply  to  the  above 
Objedlion. 

I.  Some  Children  are  begot  in  the  Country,  ytt born 
in  London  ;  fuch,  for  Inftance,  whofe  Mothers  come  up 
to  Town  for  the  Convenience  of  skilful  Attendance  : 
And  as  this  is  the  Cafe  with  many  Families  of  Diftinc- 
tion,  confequcntly,  the  Number  of  Births  is  fo  much 
increafed. 

II.  Many  Perfons  contract  their  Death-Sicknefs  in 
Lo'^don^  yet  are  carried  out  of  it  for  the  Benefit  of  the 
A't",  and  die  in  the  Country ;  there  they  are  buried,  and 
no  Notice  taken  of  them  in  the  Regifters  within  the  Bills 
of  Mortality. 

III.  Just  the  fame  is  the  Cafe  of  thofe,  who  die  in 
London,  yet  are  carried  to  their  Burial-Places  in  the 
Country  :  The  Number  (jf  thefe  is  confiderable  in  the 
Year;  Vv'hcrcas  there  arc  few  Inftanccs  of  Peifons  being 
carried  out  ot  the  Country,   to  be  interred  in  London. 

IV.  Man  y  Diiljutcrs  of  difterent  Denoini nations 
have  Burial-Placcs  of  their  cvsn  j  and  confequcntly,  the 

Numbers 
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more  Perfons  die  than  are  born^  every  Year. 
So  that  were  it  not  for  the  continual  Sup- 
plies from  the  Country,  where  the  Marriage 
State  is  not  yet  quite  fo  unfajhionablej  that 
great  Metropolis  would  be  depopulated  in  a 
Courfe  of  Years.  And  yet  there  is  no  Place, 
in  which  there  are  fo  great  Numbers  of  the 
Female  Sex,  in  the  Proportion,  as  in  London, 
Can  it  be  credited,  though  perhaps  it  is  too 
true.  That  in  this  City  alone  there  are  up- 
w^ards  of  Ten  Thou  [and  loofe  Women,  from  fix- 
teen  Years  old  to  forty,  who  have  not  Fifty 
Children  in  a  Year  ?  And  the  few  they  have, 
are  bornWixh  a\\  forts  of  JDiforders,  and  educated, 
if  they  chance  to  live,  in  all  kinds  of  Fice  and 

Wicked" 

Numbers  of  their  Dead  do  not  /well  the  Regifters  of  the 
eftabliflied  Church  fo  much  as  might  be  imagined. 

But  allowing,  That  the  Numbers  of  Diflenters  bu- 
ried in  the  eftablifhed  Church,  may  make  fame  Diffe- 
rence in  the  Account,  ftill  this  Difference  cannot  amount 
to  any  thing  near  the  Sum  which  is  found  to  be  the  Dif- 
ference between  Births  and  Burials  in  the  Compafs  of  a 
Year;  viz.  about  Seven  Thousand  Souls.  The 
Numbers  of  Births,  generally  fpeaking,  amount  to  14, 
or  16000  in  a  Year;  and  the  Burials  from  21,  to  24,000 
in  the  fame  Time  :  A  Difference  of  three  to  two.  How 
foon  would  this  depopulate  any  Country,  were  it  not 
for  foreign  Supplies  ?  And  how  terrible  do  the  Effefts 
of  /''ice,  I.eivvifiefs,  and  Debauchery  appear  to  the  gene- 
ral Intcrefts  of  a  Kingdom,  when  feen  from  this  Point 
of  View  ?  V/hat  an  Abfurdity,  therefore,  was  it  in  the 
Author  of  The  Fable  of  the  Bees,  to  fay,  That  Private 
Vices  are  Publick  Benefits  ;  if  we  take  the  Future,  as 
well  as  the  Prcfent,  into  the  Account !  It  is  Virtue 
alone,  which  can  make  a  Niition  fouriJ}>, 
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Wickednefs  ?     In  fliort,  it  has  been  often  re- 
marked,   That   the    greateft   Rakes,    that  all 
Europe  can  produce,  when  they  arrive  in  Eng- 
land, and  come  to  London,  are  quite  fJjocked 
and  Jca7idalized  at  the  unparalleled  Lewdnefs 
and   Debauchery  reigning  among  XJs,  io  far 
beyond  any  thing  they  could  have  imagined. 
Now  if  thefe  10,000  looje  Women  had  not 
been  debauched  and  corrupted,  and  were  mar- 
ried to  Perfons  of  their  own  Rank  and  Con- 
dition, they  might  have  had  at  lead  One  Thou- 
fand  healthy  Children  every  Year ;  and  thefe 
in  a  fair  Way  to  be  bred  to  hojiejl  Trades  and 
Callings.     Beddes,  upon  the  prefent  Footing, 
the  hijuflice  done  to  the  married  Tradefman, 
and  Landed  Gentleman,  is  mofh  grievous  and 
intolerable.  '*  For  they  pay  the  Excile,  and 
feveral  other  Duties,  in  Proportion  to  the  Con- 
fumption  of  their  Families ;  but  the  Batchehr 
pays  only  for  his  Jingle  Self;  /.  e.  Thofe  who 
are   mcji  beneficial  to  the  Publick,  are  doubly, 
trebly,  or   quadruply  taxed,    in  Proportion  as 
they  are  beneficial ;  and  others,  who  are  a  Nu- 
fance  to  it,  are  therefore  exempted.     Is  there 
any  Juflice  or  Equity  in  this  ?     I  add.  Men 
may  underftand  thefe  Things  as  Patriots  and 
Politicians,  who  would  turn  a  deaf  Ear  to 
Lectures  in  Morality  and  Divi?iity.  Nay  more, 
Such  Abounding  of  Leivdnefs,  and  Surfeiting  of 
Profiitution,  doth  in  Fadt  tend  to  increafe  the 
more  unnatural  Vices,  inftcad  of  preventing 

them, 

*  Caiifei  of  the  Diclinir,  &C.  p.  S.  9 — an  J  jr. 
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them,  as  it  is  vulgarly,  though  erroneoufly,' 
fuppofed.  And  the  Hiftory  of  all  Nations, 
from  the  former  Times  down  to  the  prefent, 
confirms  this  AfTertion.  Antient  Greece  and 
Rome,  and  modern  England,  to  mention  no 
more,  have  furnifhed  too  many  Examples  in 
proof  of  this  Point.  And  Reafon  itfelf  fhould 
tell  us.  That  it  is  with  this,  as  with  all  other 
depraved  Appetites,  where  Surfeiting  and  Sa- 
tiety are  Inducements  to  feek  out  lefi  natural 
Ways  of  Gratification. 

Wherefore  the  Propofal  here  is.  That 
all  Batchelors,  after  they  have  attained  to  the 
Age  of  Tiweiity  five  Years,  fhall  pay  treble 
King's  Tax, —  Poor  Tax, — Window  Tax,— 
and  the  Taxes  upon  Coaches,  till  they  marry  : 
And  that  all  Widowers,  between  'Thirty  and 
Fifty,  if  they  have  no  Children,  fhall  pay  dou- 
ble. Thus  the  greatefl,  i.  e.  the  we  alt  hie fl 
Offenders,  are  properly  midBed.  For  un- 
doubtedly they  have  it  in  their  Power  to  fettle 
in  the  World,  if  they  will.  They  are  the 
People  w^ho  fet  bad  Examples ;  and  by  their 
Station,  Riches,  Intrigues,  and  Addrefs,  de- 
bauch thofe  young  Women  at  firft,  who  af- 
terwards become  the  co7nmon  Profiitutes  of  the 
Town.  But  as  this  only  reaches  the  wealthi- 
eji  of  them  j  and  as  there  are  vafi  Numbers 
of  fingle  Men,  whom  this  Scheme  would  not 
affed:,  therefore  there  rtiould  be  added  to  it 
a  general  Catitatlon  Tax  for  all  Batchelors, 

of 
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of  whatfoever  Degree,  above  Twenty  fivQ 
Years  of  Age.  And  if  this  was  fixed  at  Tive?!- 
ty  Shillings  a  Head  pe?-  Ann,  for  all  above  the 
Condition  of  Day- Labourers,  and  at  Ten  Shil- 
lings for  them  (with  an  Exemption  only  for 
common  Soldiers  and  Sailors)  it  would  be  a 
very  jufl  and  equitable  Law,  and  would  cer- 
tainly be  attended  with  many  good  Confequen- 
ces,  both  as  to  the  Morals  and  the  Com?nerce 
of  the  Nation.     The 

2d  Tax  propofedj?.  That  upon  menial  Men- 
Servants,  /.  e.  fuch  who  are  72Gt  employed  ei- 
ther for  the  Purpoles  of  Hujhandry  or  Com- 
merce,  but  for  State  and  Grandeur. 

\t  was  the  great  Principle,  which  run  thro' 
the  whole  Plan  of  Sir  M.  Z)'s  EJJ'ay  on  the 
Caufes  of  the  Decline  of  Foreign  Tirade ^  before 
quoted,  That  each  Perfon  fhould  tax  himfelf 
according  to  the  Figure  and  Station  of  Life  he 
chofe  to  appear  in  \ — But  that  all  the  Necefja- 
ries  of  Life  fliould  be  Duty  free.  Now  in 
the  Cafe  before  Us,  Livery  Servants,  Foot- 
men, Valets,  Men  Cooks,  ^c.  &c.  certainly 
cannot  be  ranked  among  the  TSfeccfjaries  of 
Life,  and  therefore  are  xhQ  proper  Subjedts  for 
fuch  a  Tax.  If  any  onc^  choc/es  to  have  them, 
he  himfelf  chooles  to  appear  in  an  elevated 
Condition,  and  therefore  is  the  ftteft:  to  pay 
towards  improving-  the  Commerce,  and  exte7id- 
i7}g  the  creneral  Intcre^l  of  the  Kingdom. 

S  But 
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But  that  is  not  all:  For  thefe  Men-Ser- 
vants,  generally  fpeaking,  are  by  NatiWQ  Jitter 
for  other  Employments,  had  they  not  taken 
up  with  this  i^Ie  one :    and  might  have  been 
zifeful  to  their  Country,  by  Sea  or  Land,  either 
in  the  feveral  Parts  of  Hujbandry,  or  in  labo- 
rious Trades  j  whereas  by  their  prefent  way  of 
Living  they  render  themfelves  ufelefs  in  all 
Refpeds  i  and  not  only  fo,  but  keep  Thou- 
fands  of  the  other  Sex  out  of  an  ho?ieJl  Em- 
ployment, which  by  Nature  they  are  Jittejl 
for  ;  and  very  often  are  tempted  for  the  Want 
of  it  to  take  to  njicious  Courfes.     I   believe  it 
will  hardly  be  denied,  but  that  Women  Ser- 
vants might  perform  all  the  Fun(5lions,  which 
Men  Servants  do,    in  refpect  to  waiting  at 
Table,  tending  the  Teakettle,  &c.  and  equally 
as  well.     They  might  walk  behind  their  La- 
dies, and  car'ry  their  Books  to  Church,  as  well 
as  any  Footman,  and  rchy  they  are  not  per- 
mitted to  do  it,   is  Matter  of  fome  Aflonifh- 
ment  to  a  thinking  Mind.     In  iliort,the/><j(7r^r 
and  the  tniddling  Part  of  the  Female  Sex,  are 
depri'ued  of  thofe  Employments,  which  pro- 
perly belo?ig  to  them,  very  often  to  their  own 
utter  Ruin,  and  the  Detrime?it  of  Society.    If 
a  young  Woman  has  a  gejiteelijlj   Education, 
and  a  fmall  Fortune,  llie  ifandsupon  the  Brink 
of  DeftruBion  ;  and   even  if  (ht  is  dcfirous, 
Ihe  fcarcely  knows,  What  Trade  to  put  lier- 
fd^  to,  in   order  to  be  out  of  the  Way  of 

Tcmpta- 
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T'emptatio?:.  For,  excepting  two  or  three 
Trades,  which  Women  ftill  retain,  all  the  Reft 
are  aigrofjed  by  Men,  We  have  Me7i-Mantua- 
makers^  MeTi-Milliners^  Men-Stay  makers^  Men- 
Shoemakers  for  Women's  Shoes,  Mcn-Uair-Cutrr 
tersfor  Women's  Hair,  Sec.  and  very  likely  in 
time  we  fhall  have  SempJIreJ/es,  Laundrcjjes^ 
and  Clear-StarcherSy  of  the  fame  Sex. 

Such  Perverlions  as  thefe,  of  the  Order 
of  Society,  are  not  o^  fmall  ill  Confequence, 
either  to  the  Welfare  of  Individuals,  or  the 
Good  of  the  State.  And  therefore  to  difcou-^ 
rage  fuch  Practices  as  much  as  may  be,  in  the 
Affair  of  Men-Servants,  The  Propofal  is,  That 
each  of  them  fhall  be  taxed  'Two  Shillings  and 
Six  Pence  in  the  Pound,  according  to  their 
Wages,  to  be  paid  by  their  Mafters  and  Mif- 
trefles,  and  to  be  colleded  by  the  Officers  of 
the  Window  Tax.  If  a  Scheme  of  this  Na- 
ture were  effediually  put  in  Practice,  the  Con- 
fequence would  be,  either,  That  Women- Ser- 
vants would  be  employed,  rather  than  Men, 
which  would  anfwer  a  good  End  in  that  Re- 
fpedt ; — or  elfe,  that  thefe  Men-Servants,  tho* 
idle  and  ufelefs  in  themfelves,  would  contribute 
to  the  promoting  of  Commerce  and  extending 
our  Trade,  by  means  of  the  Tax  they  pay  for 
this  End  j  —  though  forely  againfi  their  Will. 

The  3^  Tax  propofcd,  is,  That  upon  Sad- 
dle-Horfci. 

S  2  The 
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The  Tax  upon  Coaches,  as  far  as  it  went, 
was  an  excellent  and  publick-fpirited  Aft  of 
the  Legiflature.  It  was  laying  the  Burden, 
where  it  ought  always  to  be  laid,  viz.  upon 
the  Luxuries,  the  Ornaments,  and  Refinements 
of  Living.  But  undoubtedly  it  was  defeBive 
as  to  its  Extent :  Many  Gentlemen  of  Fortune, 
efpecially  if  they  are  fingle,  do  not  choofe  to 
keep  Coaches ;  and  others  may  live  in  fuch 
Parts  of  the  Country,  where  the  Situation  is 
not  convenient  for  their  fo  doing.  Yet  they  all 
keep  Saddle  Horfes  in  abundance,  —  Hmiters, 
—  and  perhaps  Racers,  —  without  paying  any 
Tax ;  though  thefe  Things  are  Articles  of 
mere  Luxury,  Parade  and  Pleafure,  as  much 
as  Coaches.  Is  there  now  any  Equity  or  Juf- 
tice  in  this  ?  And  are  not  fuch  Perfons  the 
propereft  Subjedls  to  pay  towards  the  Sup- 
port of  our  Manufadtares,  and  extending 
our  Commerce  ?  Undoubtedly  they  are :  And 
therefore  the  Propofal  is  this.  That  all  Owners 
of  Saddle  Horfes,  young  Horfes  under  ^i;^ 
Tears  old  excepted,  be  taxed  at  the  Rate  of 
five  Shillings  per  Horfe  every  Year ;  —  faving 
only  one  Horfe,  which  fliall  be  admitted  to  be 
kept  free  of  all  'Tax  by  each  Owner,  on  the 
Suppolition,  That  Riding  may  be  necejfary  for 
ills  Health,  or  on  the  Account  of  Bufuiefs. 
If  greater  Allowances  than  this  were  made, 
it  would  be  opening  a  Door  for  Fraud  and 
Collufion :    And  if  lejs,  it  might  bear  hard  upon 

the 
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the  real  Wants  and  Neceflities  of  many  Peo- 
ple. Perhaps  even  this  Indulgence  of  one 
Horfe,  T^ax-free,  to  each  Proprietor,  might 
feem  too  rigorous  a  Reftraint ;  and  might 
adiially  be  fo  in  certain  Circumftances  5  but 
in  all  Cafes  oi publick  Concern,  it  is  impoffible 
to  adjufl  Things  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  that 
e'-oery  Perfon  can  he  pleafed, — or  even  that  the 
Intereft  of  every  Individual  may  be  fo  particu- 
larly taken  Care  of,  according  to  the  Nature 
of  his  peculiar  Circumftances,  as  that  he  can 
have  no  juft  Reafon  to  co?nplaiji.  To  proceed 
therefore,  the 

/\^th  Tax  propofed  to  be  levied  is  on  Dogs 
of  every  Sort  and  Kind,  except  Shepherds  Dogs, 
and  Houfe  Dogs.  For  every  thing  beyond  this, 
is  moft  undoubtedly  an  Article  of  Luxury, 
and  Diverfion  j  and  as  fuch,  juftly  liable  to  be 
Taxed. 

Wherefore  the  Propofal  is.  That  the 
Owners  of  all  Dogs  fhall  pay  One  Shilling  for 
each  Dog  every  Year.  And  as  there  are  fuch 
prodigious  Numbers  of  Hounds,  Greyhounds, 
Pointers,  Setters,  Spaniels,  Beagles,  Lap-Dogs, 
and  Turnfpits  all  over  the  Kingdom,this  would 
bring  in  a  very  confiderable  Revenue,  which 
might  be  employed  to  the  greatefl  National 
Advantage,  in  fupporting  and  extending  our 
Trade  and  Commerce.  —  If  this  Tax  fhould 
taufe  a  Diminution  of  the  Species,  there  would 

be 


134    An   essay   on    TRADE. 

be  no  Harm  in  that-,  nay,  it  would  be  at- 
tended with  a  great  deal  of  Good^  as  for  many 
other  Reafons,  fo  particularly  for  this.  That  the 
dreadful  and  floocking  Calamities  attending  the 
Bite  of  Mad  Dogs,  would  be  lefs  frequent 
than  they  now  are.  —  If  any  one  fhould  ob- 
jed:,  That  Turn-fpits  ought  to  be  confidered 
as  necefjdry  Implements  for  dreffing  of  ViBu- 
als,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  excepted  out  of 
this  Regulation  :  The  Anfwer  is  obvious  and 
eafy;  viz.  That  Jacks  and  Smoke- Jacks  are 
preferable  to  Turn-fpits  in  every  Refped: :  — 
They  are  cheaper,  all  Things  confidered ;  and 
a  Species  of  Manufad:ure,  which  ought  to  be 
encouraged.  But  above  all,  there  is  no  Dan- 
ger from  them  of  thofe  (hocking  Confequen- 
ces  aforementioned,  which  every  Year  have 
occafioned  the  Deaths  of  many  People,  in  the 
mofl  dreadful  manner. 

The  ^th  Tax  propofed,  is  a  double  Turn- 
pike Tax  on  all  Perfons,  who  travel  on  Sun- 
days. A  modifi  and  a  reigning  Vice  this ! 
which  ought  to  receive  fome  Check  and  Dif- 
countenance  from  the  Legiflature.  Not  once 
in  a  thoufand  times  can  there  be  a  juft  and 
reafonable  Excufe  for  this  Pradice;  and  there- 
fore it  becomes  a  proper  and  fit  Subject  for  a 
Tax,  according  to  the  Principles  before  laid 
down. 


In 
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In  rtiort,  We  fubmit  it  with  great  Defe- 
rence to  the  Judgment  of  the  intelligent  Read- 
er, Whether  there  is  not  ample  Provifion 
made  in  this  Propofal,  for  all  the  Expences 
which  might  be  incurred  by  the  Execution  of 
any  of  the  Reft; —  and  that  without  burden- 
ing any  one  Article  of  the  7'eo.l  NecelTaries  of 
Life.  Were  the  Taxes  to  be  laid,  as  here  re- 
commended, they  would  indeed  very  proba- 
bly caufe  a  confiderabk  Diminution  of  the  Ar- 
ticles which  were  to  pay  thefe  Taxes :  But 
even  that  Circumftance  would  prove,  in  many 
Refpedts,  a  very  great  National  Advantage,— 
And  were  the  Monies  raifed  by  thefe  Taxes, 
properly,  judicioufly,  and  faithfully  applied  to 
the  good  Ufes  and  Purpofes  before  mentioned, 
perhaps  there  would  not  be  a  Nation  in  the 
World,  which  could  vie  with  us  in  Number 
of  Inhabitants,  Extent  of  Commerce,  and  the 
flourifhing  State  of  our  Colonies  and  Fadlories 
in  both  the  Indies, 
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CONCLUSION. 


AN  D  thus  have  I  ventured  to  give  my 
Sentiments,  with  that  Freedom  and 
Unrefervednefsy  which  is  natural  to 
Men  who  mean  well,  and  whofe  file  Aim  is 
the  Good  and  Profperity  of  their  Country.— 
As  I  have  no  private  Ends  of  my  own  to 
ferve,  either  the  one  way  or  the  other,  I  have 
had  no  Biafs  of  Self-Intereft  upon  my  Mind. 

I T  is  true,  I  confefs,  that  many  of  the  Pro- 
posals here  made,  are  Subjects  very  unpopu- 
lar  in  the  prefent  Times :  Neither  would  I 
willingly  have  advanced  any  thing  harfi:)  or 
difagreeable,  even  to  prejudiced  Minds,  were 
if  pojjible  to  have  made  'Truth  and  Popularity^ 
in  this  Cafe,  confift  together.  But  fince  that 
cannot  be,  what  muft  be  done  ?  muft  we  ftill 
go  on,  languifhing  in  our  Commerce^  increaf- 
ing  in  our  DiforderSy  and  beholding  our  Rivals 
taking  their  Advantage  of  thefe  Misfortunes, 
merely  becaufe  feme  People  do  not  cboofe  to 
be  told  j^HERE  the  Core  of  the  Evil  lies,  and 

HOW 
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HOW  it  may  be  taken  out  f  If  the  Alterations 
here  propofed,  are  neceffai-y  or  ad^oantagems  to 
the  Publick,  that  alone  fhould  be  fiifficient  to 
recommend  them  to  the  Efteem  of  all  Per« 
fons  of  Worth  and  CharaBer  j  But  if  they  are 
not,  I  put  in  no  Plea  or  Apology  for  them:— 
Only  I  will  add,  on  behalf  of  the  Author,  that 
his  Intentions  were  good,  though  He  was  mif- 
taken. 

I  AM  alfo  well  aware,  That  th^e  is  a  cuf- 
tomary  PrepofTeffion  entertained  a^inft  Prc- 
jeds  of  all  Kinds ;  And  that  Projeaors  are 
looked  upon  as  a  Race  of  Beings  who  have 
fomething  very  fingular  and  whimfical  in  their 
Compofition.  And  yet  I  think  it  muft  be 
allowed.  That,  notvvithftanding  all  the  Pre- 
judice which  fome  chimerical  Gentlemen  of 
this  Stamp  have  drawn  upon  themfelves,  there 
muft  be  both  ProjeBs  and  ProjeBors,  when 
Things  are  bad,  and  want  mmding ;  otherwife 
they  never  could  be  better,  nor  the  Faults 
correBcd. 

With  Refpefl  to  the  Cafe  before  us,  there 
are  two  general  ObjeBions,  as  far  as  I  am  able 
to  perceive,  which  may  be  made  againft  what 
has  been  advanced. 

The  firft  is,  That  many  of  the  Propofals, 
though  they  may  be  right  in  Theory,  are  /;/;- 
praBicablc  in  FaB. 
^  T  The 
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The  fccoiid  is,  That  the  Schemes  here  laid 
down,  are  attended  with  their  Inconveniencies 
as  well  as  others. 

To  tlie  FIRST  of  thefe  I  reply ;  That  no 
one  can  be  certain  of  this,  till  an  Attempt  has 
been  made  to  put  them  in  Prad:ice  :  And  we 
may  be  very  fure,  Every  one  of  them  might 
be  eafily  put  in  Execution,  were  Perfons  as 
really  animated  with  the  Love  of  their  Couji- 
try,  and  as  truly  concerned  for  its  Welfare  and 
Profperity,  as  they  pretend  to  be  ^  And  had 
fome  among  us,  in  their  Oppojition  to  every 
Meafure  of  the  Government,  no  dark,  lateiit 
Scheme  at  Heart,  which  they  c(roer  over  with 
fpecioits  Names. 

Besides,  None  of  thefe  Schemes,  no,  not 
all  of  them  together,  are  fo  difficult  in  them- 
felves  to  be  carried  into  Execution,  as  that 
fwgk  one  which  has  been  fo  happily  perfeBed 
in  our  own  Days,  the  Union  with  Scot^ 
land. — In  that  Cafe,  inveterate  National  Pre- 
iudices, ^ — National  Pride,  — E:zw//y-Intereft,  — • 
tS^'/JT-Interefl:,  — Jacobitical  Intereft, — Pretences 
of.Co?2fcience,  — =-  Fears  of  Religion^  and  the 
refpeftive  Churches  of  hth  Kingdoms :  — 
All  thefe  confpired  to  heap  up  Difficulties  in 
tlie  Way.  And  yet  all  were  furmounted  by 
the  Firmnefs  and  Addrefs  of  thoie  true  Pa-- 
t riots  of  both  Kingdoms,  to  their  immortal 

Plonour, 
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Honour,  who  had  the  Management  of  that 
affair      Whereas  in  the  prelent  Cafe,  there 
can  be  no  Pretences  of  Confcience,  no  Fears  ot 
the  Churclfs  being  in  Danger,  to  encounter 
with  •  There  are  no  National  Anuiiofities   or 
National  Pride,  or  the  Inter  eft  of  great  Fa- 
miUes,  to  obftrua  us ;  And  very  little  of  Party 
Spirit  can  mingle   in  any  ot   thefe  Attairs : 
Self-Intere/l  is  the  chief  Obftacle  to  be  fur- 
mounted.     This  is  indeed  a  great  one,  whidi 
will  draw  every  thing  that  it  can  to  its  Aiiilt- 
ance      But  it  is  not  infuperable,  if  withftood 
by  Men  who  have  a  true  Eove  for  their  Coun- 
try, and  Prudence  and  Difcreticn  to  time  their 
Endeavours,  and  guide  them  aright. 

Moreover:  Snppofmg  none  of  thefe  Pro- 
pofals  are  fuch  as  will  go    down   at  preient 
while  Men  are  full  of  their   Prejudices,  and 
fond  of  their  own  Opinions :  Yet,  even  in  that 
Cafe    it  may  not  be  amifs  to  lay  before  them 
the  Things 'rte^rt'  right;  which  they  may 
confider  of  at  their  Leitlire.   When  Men  come 
to  reafon  and  reflet,  their  Prejudices  will  be- 
ain  to  [often  j  and  Time  will  reconcile  them 
to  thofe  Expedients,  which  they  had  tn-jcigb- 
cd  bitterly  againfl:  before ;  perhaps  for  '■awit 
of  under/landing  and  knoiving  them  better.  — 
Thus  it  often  happens,  That  Propofols  deem- 
ed impracticable  at  one  Seafon,  on  account  ot 
the  popular  Outcry  againft  them,  maybe  call- 
ed for  at  another,  with  equal  Vehemence  and 
T  2.  Impa- 
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Impatience.  And  therefore,  with  humble 
Submillion,  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  leave  thefe 
Proposals  upon  Record  for  future Exa^ 
minatio7i,  though  none  of  them  fliould  be 
judged  Jcafibk  at  the  prefent. 

But  befides  the  former  Ohjcdlion^  a  second 
is,  That  this  Scheme  itfelf  is  attended  with 
Inconveniencies,  as  well  as  others. 

I  G  R  A  N  T  it  is :  And  furely  no  Man  in  his 
Senfes  could  ever  fuppofe,  That  there  could  be 
any  Scheme  calculated  for  the  general  Good, 
which  would  not  bear  hard  upon  the  Interefts 
of  fome  particular  People.  —  The  true  way 
of  eftimating  any  Propofal  is,  to  confider, Whe- 
ther it  doth  remedy  more  old  Inconveniencies 
than  it  introduces  new  ones ;  —  And  whether, 
upon  the  whole^  it  is  beneficial  or  not, — and  its 
Benefits  of  fuch  Importance  as  deferve  to  be 
regarded  : — Laftly,  Whether  likewife  fome  of 
thefe  very  Inconveniencies  which  are  fuppofed 
to  attend  it,  may  not  be  prevented  or  amended 
by  further  Experience  and  Obfervatlon.  This 
is  the  true  way  for  eftimating  any  Propofal : 
And  by  this  Rule  I  would  choofe,  that  my 
own  fhould  be  tried ;  and  then  let  them  ftand 
or  fall. 

We  are  always  complaining  of  the  bad  Mo- 
rals of  our  People ;  of  a  general  Corruption  ; 
and  the  Decay  of  Trade.     Neverthelefs,  it  is 

very 
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very  certain,  that  the  prefent  Syftem  of  Things 
greatly  contributes  to  the  Increafe  of  each  of 
thefe  Evils.  My  Meaning  is,  that  it  lays  pow- 
erful Temptations  in  Peoples  way.  ,  And 
then,  what  can  be  expected  ?  Some  few  per- 
liaps  will  prove  their  Virtue  to  be  fuperior  ; 
but  the  great  Majority  will  certainly  be  cor- 
rupted. For  evident  it  is,  that  the  Linocence 
of  the  Bulk  of  Mankind,  is  beft  preferved  by 
their  being  kept  igfiorart  of  the  Temptation, 
or  at  a  great  Dillance  from  it.  Now  what  is 
the  natural  Tendency  of  Cu/iomhoufe  Oaths ^ 
Ele&io?i  Oaths,  Freedom  OathSy  &c.  &c.  but 
to  entice  and  encourage  Mankind  to  be  guilty 
of  the  foul  Sin  of  iviljul  and  deliberate  Perju- 
ry ?  What  are  the  heavy  Taxes  upon  the 
married  State,  and  Exemptions  for  Batchelors, 
but  the  like  Inducements  to  Men  to  remain 
Jingle,  and  to  gratify  their  Defires  in  an  wi- 
lawfid  Way  ?  What  are  all  the  excliifive  Com- 
panies, all  the  heavy  Duties  upon  Importa- 
tion, and  the  many  Statutes  for  cramping  the 
Trade  of  Ireland^  but  fo  many  continued  At- 
tempts to  dri'-ce  away  the  Trade  from  Our- 
felves  to  the  French,  who  are  not  only  our 
Rivals y  but  the  mofl:  dangerous  ones  we  can 
have  ?  And  truly  we  have  greatly  fucceeded 
in  all  thefe  :  Yet  who  can  we  blame  but  our- 
felves  ?  It  may  be  pleaded  indeed  in  Excufe 
for  thefe  Laws  and  Eftablifhments,  That  they 
were  not  originally  intended  to  produce  thofe 
bad  Eifefts.     I  allow  they  were  not  i  nor  arc 

they 
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they  charged  with  any  fuch  Defign.  But  tlie 
Queftion  here  is,  Not  what  was  the  View  of 
Makers  of  thefe  Laws,  or  what  was  the  End 
propofed  by  fuch  EftabliHiments,  but  what 
is  the  T^cndency  of  them,  as  verified  by  Expe- 
rience^ and  how  they  do  operate  in  Fadt  ?  And 
if  it  is  made  to  appear,  That  they  are  fo  de- 
ftrudtive  in  their  Confequences,  and  fubverlive 
of  our  Morahy  Liberties^  and  Conrmerce,  it  is 
but  of  Uttle  Confolation  to  know,  That  they 
were  eftablifhed  with  a  better  View  3  as  we 
are  now  conlidering  the  Things  themfelves, 
with  their  natural  Confequences,  not  the  Cha- 
radters  or  Defign  of  their  Authors  and  Pro- 
jectors. 

I  w  I L  L  only  add  one  Refledion  more  to 
what  has  been  faid ;  viz.  That  if  we  would 
flill  keep  on  our  Trade  at  a  Foreign  Market, 
we  mull,  at  leafl,  be  upon  an  equal  Footing 
with  other  Nations,  as  to  the  Goodnefs  and 
Cheapnefs  of  what  we  have  to  fell  ^  otherwife 
we  cannot  expedt.  That  Foreigners  would  give 
Us  the  Preference  to  their  own  Lofs.  This 
then  being  the  State  of  the  Cafe,  it  neceffarily 
follows,  That  we  mufl:  always  have  an  Eye 
upon  the  Pradlice  and  Proceedings  of  our 
Rivals,  and  take  our  Meafures  accordingly, 
as  far  as  regards  this  mutual  Emulation.  If 
they  contrive  Ways  and  Means  to  render  their 
ManufaBures  cheaper  or  better  than  they  did 
before,  fo  as  to  outvie  Us  j  ive  mufl  ftrive  to 

outvie 
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outvie  them  in  Cheapnefs  and  Goodnefs,  or 
be  deprived  of  that  part  of  Commerce  by 
them :  If  they  invite  Foreigners  to  fettle  among 
them,  in  order  to  have  the  more  Hands,  and 
to  keep  down  the  Price  of  Labour ;  we  muil 
do  the  fame,  or  take  the  Confequence  to  our- 
felves  :  If  they  allow  of  no  excluiive  Compa- 
nies in  a  Branch  of  Trade,  which  interferes 
with  our  Trade  j  "ive  mufl  put  down  our  Com- 
panies, or  lofe  that  Trade :  If  their  Manu- 
fafturers  are  fober  and  induftrious,  and  work 
for  low  Wages,  and  feldom  become  a  Burden 
upon  their  Pariflies;  nve  muil  endeavour  to 
put  Gurs  upon  the  fame  Footing,  or  be  content 
with  the  Poverty,  which  will  be  brought  up- 
on Us :  If  their  Government  requires  little  or 
no  Duties  upon  Importation,  in  order  to  en- 
courage the  greater  Numbers  to  engage  in 
Trade,  and  that  all  Merchandize  may  come 
the  cheaper  to  the  Confumer  j  we  muft  imitate 
them  in  that  refped:,  and  change  our  Cuftoms- 
into  In-land  Duties,  or  adminifler  continual 
Temptation  to  the  Needy  and  Fraudulent  to 
turn  Smugglers,  and  fufFer  ourfelves  to  iink 
under  thefe  Evils,  together  with  the  Burden 
and  Weight  of  our  Cuftoms.  Thefe  are  the 
Alternatives  which  are  fet  before  Us  j  and  one 
would  think,  That  if  Mankind  were  not  greatly 
blinded  with  tlieir  Prejudices,  and  biafTed  by 
private  Intereft.s  and  finifter  Views,  they  need 
not  be  long  in  deliberating  which  tochoofc. — 
"Vot  to  mention,  That  us  every  Country  in 

Europe 
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Europe  now  begins  to  underftand  the  Maxims 
of  Trade,  and  apply  themfelves  to  Commerce, 
and  are  adlually  raifing  all  Sorts  of  Manufac- 
tures of  their  own,  and  have  laid  new  Duties 
upon  ours ; — for  thefe  Reafons,  We  ought  to 
be  more  intent  than  ever  to  contrive  all  Ways 
and  Means  poffible  to  lower  the  Price  of  every 
thing  we  export^  in  order  to  overbalance  thefe 
additional  Duties  by  Dint  of  Cheapnefs  of  La- 
bour, and  to  outvie  thefe  new  Rivals  by  the 
Goodnefs  of  our  Manufadures. 


A>r 
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APPENDIX, 

Containing  ^  Plan  for  raifing  One 
€nly  Tax  on  thz  Confumers  of 
Luxuries* 


HE  foregoing  Propofals  v/ere  en- 
51  deavoured  to  be  drawn  up  in  fuch 
a    Manner   as   pointed  out,  how 
the  delired  Alterations  in  our  Syf- 
tems    of  Commerce,    and  of  col- 
kaing  thePublick  Revenue,  might  be  brought 
about  as  gradually  as  poffible.     And  no  great- 
er  Deviations   were   attempted    to  be  made 
from  the  prefent  State  of  thcfe  Aftilr?,  than 
fecmed    abfolutcly    necelTary  ;    left    tr>')    pre- 
cipitate a   Shock    miglit    preiudicc    Mankiiid 
againft  Convidion.     I  did  not  therefore  pro- 
U  pole 
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pofe  fome  of  the  above-mentioned  Alterations, 
as  what  appeared  to  me  the  very  bejl,  which 
could  be  devifed ;  but  the  befl:  in  our  prefefit 
Circiimftances,  and  the  likelieft  to  fucceed. 
For  I  am  convinced,  That  what  I  am  noW 
going  to  offer,  is  in  itfelf  a  much  more  effec- 
tual Remedy,  if  our  Conftitution  is  flrong 
enough  to  admit  the  Application  of  it. 

The  Scheme  is  generally  afcribed  to  the 
late  Sir  M.  D.  as  the  Author  of  it ;  and  is 
taken  out  of  a  Qnarto  Pamphlet,  which  would 
do  Honour  to  any  Man,  feveral  times  already- 
quoted  ;  viz.  An  Eff'ay  on  the  Caufes  and  De- 
dine  of  the  Foreign  Trade.  \, 

But  a?  I  flmll  take  the  Liberty  to  make 
feme  few  Alterations  from,  and  Additions 
to,  what  this  mofl  ingenious  Author  hath 
advanced,  I  fhall  put  thofe  Articles  in  a  difi 
ferent  CharaBery  that  they  may  be  diflin- 
guiflied  from  his  j  And  that  his  Original 
Plan  may  not  be  involved  in  any  Cenfurc^ 
which  perhaps  is  only  due  to  my  Additions 
and  Alterations. The  Reafons  which  in- 
duced me  to  believe  that  fome  few  things 
Diight  be  altered,  or  added  for  the  better^ 
fliall  be  laid  before  the  Reader  in  the  Sequel, 


M. 
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An  Extrad  from  Page  44,  &^c.  of 
the  EJfaj  on  the  Caufes  and  Decline 
of  the  ForeigJi  "Trade. 

Firfl  and  Second  Proposals 

TO   lay  one  Tax  on  the  Confumers  of 
Luxuries,  and  take  off  all  our  other 

Taxes,  Excifes,  and  Cuftoms : And  when 

that  is  done,  to  make  all  our  Ports  free. 

As  the  Money- Affair  is  always  the  grand 
Objedt,  fomething,  by  Way  of  Equivalent, 
muff  be  given  for  the  Taxes  taken  off:  As 
fuch  the  following  Scheme  is  offered, 

A  Proposal  for  raifing  one  only  Tax  on 
the  Confumers  of  Luxuries.  It  is  hereby  pro- 
pofed.  That  all  Perfons  ufmg,  wearing,  or 
drinking  the  following  Articles  of  Luxury,  as 
particularly  fpecified,  be  obliged  to  take  out 
a  Licence  Yearly,  paying  each  one  Siiblldy 
for  each  Article  of  three  Half-pence  in  the 
Pound  only,  on  the  computed  Income  they 
fliould  have  to  fnpport  the  Station  of  Life  they 
voluntarily  place  thcmfclves  in,  by  tlic  Article 
of  Luxury  they  ufe,  wear,  or  drink,  a<  by  the 
Example  following. 

Vz  APvTl- 


148   An   essay  on    TRADE. 


ARTICLES   of  LUXURY 


Computed 
Income. 


Tax  at  3 
Halfpence 
/>^r  Pound. 


I' 
All  Perfons 

1 .  Keepingtwo  Coaches  and  Six  for  ^^^'^X^  gooo 

Ufe  —  —  —y 

2.  UfingDifhes  or  Plates  of  Silver  at  their  1 
Tablt^Sj  commonly  called  Services  of  ?•  4000 
Plate  —  ' —3 

3.  Keeping  a  Coach  and  Six  for  their  Ufe — 2000 

-}..  Keeping  a  Coach  and  Four  for  their  Ufe  j  000 

c.  Drinhnp-  French  JUines  in  their  Hou-') 

r          r   J  ■  >  1000 

Jes  or  Lodgings  • y 

6.  Keeping  a  Coach  and  Two  for  theirs 

Ufe  >  j-   ^°° 

td-  Chariots,  Four- Wheel  Chaifes,6'r. 
are  included  in  the  Term  Coach. 


I  2    1 

6 


7.  Wearing  Jewels  for  their  Drefs  (be- 
fides  Necklaces,  Solitaires,  Rings,  or 
Ear-Rings)  •—  — 

5.  Keeping  a  Sedan  Chair  for  their  Ufe  —   800 

9.  Wearing  Gold  and  Silver,  Men  on  1 
their  Coats  and  Hats;  and  Women  r 
on  their  Gowns  and  Shoes         —      3 

I  o;  Ufino;  Silver   Plate  for  their  Side-  ? 


800 


500 


250 


Boards  orTables  (not  having  Services ),3 

11.  Ufmg  China  Services,  viz.   DifhesTJ 
and  Plates  at  their  Tables        —         ^ 

12.  Wearing  Necklaces  or  Solitaires  of 
Jewels  for  their  Drefs  (befides  Rings 
or  Ear-Rino-s)  ■ —  — 

I  3.  Keeping  a  Chair  or  Chaife  with  one  L.   250 
Hoifc  for  their  Ufe         ■ ^ 


250 


250 


-.  Keeping  a  Pack  of  Houticis 
15.  Keeping  a  Aian,  or  Men-Servant s  in 
Livery^   or  to  -ivait  at  Tallc        — 


250 

\    250 

i;6.  Keeping  more  Saddle-Horfes  than  one.—   250 


I 

I 

I  ■ 
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ARTICLES    of  LUXURY. 


Computed 
Income. 


Tax.  at  3 

Halfpence 

\per  Pound. 


All  Perfons 
7.  Drinking  Per/ Wine  in  their  Houfe,' 
Lodging  or  Service. —  /  have  infertedj 
the  Word  Port  for  Reafon%  hereafter ; 
and  all  other  JVines^  except  French,  are{ 
here  included         . 

18.  Keeping  Greyhounds ^  Setters ,  Nets,^ 
Fowling- Pieces,  &c.  —        —  f 

19.  UJing  China  Plates  for  Deferts  only,') 
(having  no  Services  of  China)     —     S 

10.  Wearing  Gold  or  Silver  for  theirs 
Drefs  (except  on  Coats,  Gow^ns,  Hats,  v 
or  Shoes  —  —  —  y 

z  r .  Wearing  Jewels  in  Rings,or  Ear-Rings 

22.  Going   to   Play  St   Operas,   Concerts, 
Balls,   Mafquerades,    Ridottos 
Rooms,  Publick  Gardens 

23.  Going  to  Bear  and  Bull-  Baitings 
Prize-fightings,  Boxing-match 

fightings,  and  Horfe-races 

24.  LTing  no  Silver  Plate  but  Spoons 

25.  Drinking  Brandy,  Pvum,  oranySpi-i 
rits,  in  Houfe,  Lodging,  or  Service — j 

26.  Wearing  Silk  or  Silk  Stuffs  in  Ap-\ 
par  el  —  —  3 

2  7 .  Having  PicI  tires.  Paintings  or  Prints  7 
tn  Houfe  or  Lodging  —        — 5 

28.  Having  more  than  one  Looking-glafs'? 


o 

Concerts,  "i 
IS,    Longi 

Baitings,  -% 

bes.  Cock-  C 


in  ditto 

29.  DrinI 
in  Houfe 

30,  U/ing  China   Tea 


iking  Tea,  Coffee,  or  Chocolate,! 

life.  Lodging,  (n  Service        — j 

Dijhcs,   Cups,  or  1 

Saucers  — .  —  —  ) 

3  I .  Playing  at  Cards,  Dice,  or  any  other  1 

Game,  which  is  not  ufcdfortljefnkeof> 

bodily  Exercife J 


100 

100 
100 

100 
100 
100 

50 

50 
50 

50 

50 

50 

25 

25 

2q 


L'    ^-  d. 


6  3 
6  3 

3  iz 

3i- 

3  3l 


150    An   essay    on   TRADE. 

This  is  the  general  Scheme  of  the  Au- 
thor :  And  I  have  ventured  to  make  fuch  Ad- 
ditions to  it,  as,  I  hope,  are  confiflent  with 
his  good  Defign.  I  fliall  therefore  make  no 
Apology  for  each  particular  Alteration  j  And 
only  obferve  with  refped:  to  the  5th  and  the 
17th  Articles,  i.  e.  The  Diftindlion  between 
drinking  Fre7ich  Wines,  and  other  Wines 
(which  are  the  principal  Alterations)  that  they 
both  feem  to  me  to  be  highly  neceflary.  The 
Author  indeed  makes  no  Difference  through- 
out the  Treatife  between  promoting  the  Con- 
fumption  of  French  Wine  or  Port  Wine,  as  if 
it  was  the  fame  to  the  Commerce  of  this 
Kingdom  :  But,  though  I  acknoyvledge  with 
Pleafure  the  Infl:ru(5lion  I  have  received  in 
other  Parts  of  the  Science  of  Commerce,  I 
cannot  follow  him  in  this ;  and  muft  ftill  flick 
to  the  Maxims  of  all  the  former  Writers  on 
Trade,  till  I  can  fee  more  Reafon  to  alter  my 
Opinion.  If  French  ClaretSy  Burgundy^  and 
Champagne^  were  as  cheap  as  Per/,  few  Men 
would  hefitate  long  which  to  choof^.  The 
Britip  Merchant,  I  think,  has  fatisfadorily 
proved.  That  were  we  to  abolifh  all  Duties 
on  French  Goods,  and  they  to  do  the  fame 
on  EfigliJJj  (as  was  partly  the  Scheme  of  the 
Miniftry  during  the  four  laft  Years  of  Queen 
Ami)  the  Conlequence  would  be,  at  leaft,  for 
a  great  many  Years,  That  England  would  be 
over-run  with  French    Silks,    Laces,  Wines, 

Brandies, 
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Brandies,  Cloths,  Sufts,  Ribbands,  Fans,  Toys, 
&c.  And  the  French  would  take  very  little 
or  nothing  in  Return,  more  than  at  prefent. 
The  Experiment  therefore  which  he  propofes, 
feems  to  me  too  hazardous  3  the  bad  Effeds 
of  it  would  be  violent  and  inftantaneous,  and 
the  good  ones  very  flow  and  gradual ;  fo  that 
the  Patient  would  be  in  Danger  of  expiring, 
as  is  often  the  Cafe,  before  the  Medicine  can 
operate. 

Besides,  Were  we  to  give  fuch  Encou- 
ragement to  the  French  Wines,  as  is  here 
fuppofed,  what  would  become  of  our  Por-^ 
tugal  Trade  ?  which,  as  to  the  Balance  of 
it,  is  wortli  two  Thirds  of  all  the  reft.  The 
Court  of  Portugal  would  lay  an  high  Duty, 
and  perhaps  a  Prohibition,  upon  all  Britijh 
Commodities,  the  Moment  they  found  we 
did  not  give  due  Encouragement  to  theirs : 
Which  indeed  by  Publick.  Treaty  we  are 
bound  to  do.  And  the  French  have  always 
viewed  this  gainful  Trade  with  a  longing  Eye; 
and  would  fee  glad  to  put  in  for  it,  if  they 
found  any  Opening. 

B  u  T  to  return  ;  As  to  the  Scheme  in  ge- 
neral, it  is  certainly  very  good.  Perhaps  the 
Valuation  of  the  Income  fuppofed  neceftary 
for  feme  few  of  the  principal  Articles  is  fet 
too  high ;  being,  I  prefume,  calculated  for 
Chc  Meridian  of  London^    and    the  adjacent 

CoLi.a- 
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Counties:  Whereas  the  Calculation  fhould 
have  been  made  more  upon  a  Medium  with 
the  more  diftant  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  where 
things  are  much  cheaper.  But  this  is  a  Trifle ; 
and  might  eafily  be  redified.  It  is  fufficient, 
that  the  Scheme  is  good  in  itfelf,  and  is  ftill 
capable  of  great  Improvementi* 

The  Author  in  the  next  Place  gives  a 
general  Rule,  "  That  all  Articles  of  the  famd 
*«  Degree,  or  under  the  Article  paid  for,  are 
"  included  in  it."    /.  e.    If  I  underftand  him 
rightly.  The  greater  includes  the  lefs.    For 
Inftanee,  If  a  Perfon  pays  for  a  Coach  and 
Six,  he  is  thereby  entided  to  ufe  a  Coach  and 
Four,  a  Chariot,  a  one  Horfe-Chaife,  or  any 
other  Vehicle  he  pleafes.     If  he  enters  a  whole 
Service  of  Plate,  he  may  ufe  Side-Boards,  and 
all  other  Plate  befides.     If  he  takes  out  a  Li- 
cence for  drinking  French  Wines,  the  fame 
will  ferve  for  Port,  Spanijh,  or  any  other,  for 
Kum  and  Brandy  v  and  £o  on. 

In  DEE D  as  to  playing  at  Cards,  &c.  I  can-i 
hot  allow  this  to  be  comprehended  under  the 
Article  of  going  to  fee  Publick  Diverfions, 
not  becaufe  in  the  one  Cafe,  Perfons  are  12.- 
thcr  SpeBators  than  JBors,  but  alfo  becaufe 
Gaming  of  every  kind  ought  to  be  difcounte- 
tianced  as  much  as  poflible, 

lADd 
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I  ADD  alio,  what  I  conceive  the  Author 
has  omitted,  That  the  highejl  Article  which 
any  Man  enters,  gives  the  Lead  to  all  the  reft; 
fo  that  he  is  to  pay  for  each  of  the  fucceeding 
the  fime  which  he  pays  for  the  firft.  If  a 
Perfon  enters  a  Coach  and  Six,  and  pays  I'lvehe 
Pounds  Ten  Shillings,  according  to  the  Rates 
in  the  Table,  he  is  to  pay  the  fime  Sum  for 
every  other  Article  he  enters.  And  there  are 
the  following  weighty  Reafons  for  it :  Firft, 
That  by  fo  doing,  this  Scheme  becomes  the 
moft  excellent  fumptuary  Law,  that  ever  was 
devifed :  And  fecondly,  That  it  is  juft  and 
reafonable  each  Perfon  Hiould  pay  in  Propor- 
tion to  what  he  Ufes  of  any  Commodity  : 
Now  the  moft  probable  Grounds  we  can  go 
upon  (for  the  Affair  will  not  admit  of  Cer- 
tainty and  Demonftration)  is.  That  Perfons  in 
general  live  in  Proportion  to  the  Figure  they 
make.  A  Perfon,  who  keeps  a  Coach  and 
Six,  is  fuppofed  to  have  more  Wine  drank  in 
his  Family  than  one  who  keeps  only  a  fingle 
Chariot,  and  to  ufe  a  greater  Quandty  in  Pro- 
portion of  every  other  Article,  which  he  en- 
ters; and  therefore  in  all  Reafon  and  Juftice, 
he  ftiould  pay  the  more. 

The    next    Article   that    he    propofes  is, 

"  That  Huft)ands  fliould  pay  for  their  Wives 

"  the  one  Fourth  of  the  Article  they  pay  for 

'*  themfelves,    to    entitle    them    to    Ufe  the 

X  "  fame; 
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*'  fame ;  and  that  the  Parents  fliould  pay  for 
*'  each  Child  under  Age  the  one  Eighth  of  the 
''  Article  they  pay  for  themfelves,  to  entitle 
"  them  to  ufc  the  fame."  Here  again  I  am 
forry  I  find  myfelf  obliged  to  differ  from  the 
worthy  Author.  If  the  Hufband  is  taxed  for 
his  Wife,  and  Parents  for  their  Children  in 
Proportion  to  their  Numbers  j  this  would  be 
making  too  near  Approaches  to  the  Fault  the 
Author  had  himfelf  lb  juftly  condemned  in  our 
prefent  Syftem.  Befides,  when  a  Man  has  a 
Family,  he  is  neceffarily  obliged  to  enter  more 
Articles  than  he  would  do,  were  he  fingle. 
And  it  would  be  a  great  and  difcouraging  Hard- 
fliip  for  the  Heads  of  Families  to  pay  thefe 
Articles,  or  any  Part  of  them,  over  again,  on 
the  Account  of  their  Wives  and  Children. 
Moreoverj  I  do  not  fee  how  we  could  rightly 
diftinguilh  which  Articles  belonged  to  the  Huf- 
band,  which  to  the  Wife,  and  which  to  the 
Children.  It  therefore  feems  to  me  a  more 
equitable  way,  That  the  Hufband  or  Parent 
be  refponfible  for  the  li'hole  Family,  and  be 
confidered,  as  if  he  entered  dll  the  Articles  of 
his  fi-''gle  Self.  If  the  Family  are  extravagant, 
and  will  ufe  more  Articles  of  Luxury  than  his 
Circumftances  will  afford,  it  is  his  Bufinefs  to 
reftrain  them :  And  the  prefent  Plan  makes 
it  his  immediate  Intereft,  as  well  as  Duty  fo 
to  do. 

The 
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The  Author  then  propofes,  "  That  Batche- 
"  lors  fhould  be  doubly  taxed,  if  of  T'wenty 
"  0?ie  Years  of  Age."  — This,  with  Submif- 
ficn,  is  too  foon.  Suppofe  rather,  That  they 
paid  a  fingle  Tax  for  each  Article,  till  they 
arrived  at  'Twejity  Fifue  Years ;  and  then  were 
trebly  taxed,  till  they  married ;  and  that  Wi- 
dowers likewife  without  Children,  if  upwards 
of  thirty y  and  under  Forty  Five,  were  doubly 
taxed. 

The  Author  then  recommends.  That  all 
Perfons,  fuch  as  he  there  reckons  up,  who 
get  their  Living  by  the  Luxuries  and  Extra- 
vagance of  others,  (liould  be  obliged  to  pay 
for  every  Article  they  enter,  as  if  they  had  an 
Income  of  Free  Hundred  Pounds  a  Year.  — : — • 
But  here  I  think  there  is  not  a  fufficient  Dif- 
tindtion  made  between  the  different  Claffes  of 
thefe  People;  feeing  that,  according  to  him, 
all  muft  pay  alike,  from  the  meaneft  Ale-houfe 
to  the  greatefl  Tavern  ;  which  furely  is  a  very 
unequal  way  of  Taxing,  and  not  at  all  agree- 
able to  his  own  juft  Maxims.  Suppofe  there- 
fore, inftead  of  fixing  upon  any  particnlar 
Sum,  Tliat  each  of  thefe  Perfons  Ihould  tax 
himlclf,  by  his  Way  of  Living,  according  as 
others  do,  but  only  much  higher,  vi-z.  That 
all  keepers  of  Taverns,  Coffee-houfcs,  Long- 
Rooms,  Publick  Gardens,  Ak-houfcs,  &c. 
And  that  all  Players,  Shew-men,  c^c.  fhould 
X  2  be 


156  An    essay    on   TRADE. 

be  tt'ebly  taxed,  as  long  as  they  continue  in  fuch 
Profeffions ;  —  and  that  even  this  fhould  be 
doubled  on  all  thofe,  who  retail  French  Wines 
or  Brandies. 

But  undoubtedly  the  Way  and  Manner  of 
levying  fuch  a  Tax,  is  the  Point  which  rne- 
rits  moft  the  Attention  of  the  Publick.  And 
on  this  Head,  the  worthy  Author  has  given 
great  Specimens  of  an  uncorpmon  Sagacity  and 
Penetration.  I  fliall  not  flay  to  repeat  all  his 
Rules  and  Diredions,  but  refer  thofe  who  are 
difpofed,  to  the  Treatife  itfelf.  But  there  is 
one  Point,  which  particularly  deferves  to  be 
mentioned  for  its  Singularity  and  Contrivance, 
and  as  it  is  the  Mafter  Key  to  all  the  reft : 
And  that  is,  the  Method  which  he  has  taken 
to  make  each  Perfon  immediately  interefted  in 
detecting  the  Frauds  and  Impofitions  of  his 
Neighbours.  He  obferves  in  the  firft  Place, 
That  as  the  whole  Scheme  is  a  Tax  upon 
Vanity y  the  very  Nature  of  this  Paffion  betrays 
itfelf,  and  will  not  be  concealed :  Confequent- 
ly,  there  can  be  little  Room  for  defrauding  the 
Revenue  in  fuch  a  Cafe. -?- But  fuppofe  a  few 
Frauds  fliould  be  attempted  in  fome  particular 
Circumftances  J  then  the  following  Method, 
which  he  propofes,  is  the  moft  effecftual  Way 
of  deteding  them,  inz.  Let  each  Perfon  for 
the  firft  Year  voluntarily  tax  himfelf  according 
to  the  Station  of  Life  he  choofes  to  appear  in ; 
t;nd  let  him  take  out  a  Licence  of  the  proper 

Officer 
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Officer  in  each  Diftria,  fpecifying  the  feveral 
Articles  he  enters:    Let  a  PariOi  Regifter  be 
kept  of  all  the  Money  fo  raifed  m  the  Year 
within  that  Parilh  j  and  let  the  Tax  fo  collea- 
ed    be  a  Standard  for  laying  on  the  rarilti 
Rates  of  Church,  Poor,  Lamps,  Scavengers, 
and  all  other  Parochial  or  County  Payments 
for  the  enfuing  Year.     The  Confequence  will 
be    That  thofe  who  pay  moft,  will  naturally 
deted  fuch  of  their  Neighbours  as  ufe  any  ot 
the  Articles  above-mentioned  without  entering 
them';  becaufe  in  fo  doing,  they  caufe  this  lat- 
ter Burden  of  Taxes  to  light  the  eafier  upon 
themfelves,   and  oblige  their  Neighbours  to 
contribute  their  Quota  with  them.     And  as 
the  Author  propofes.  That  the  fufpeded  Per- 
fon  fliould  be  chaged  with  the  Onus  Probandi 
or   Tuftification   of  himfelf,    this  would  ftill 
facilitate   the   Scheme.     And  the  Idea  of  an 
Informer  would  be  veiy  far  from  being  confi- 
dered  in  that  contemptible  and  deteftable  Light 
i^  is  at  prcfent,  when  the  beft,  thegreateft,  and 
ihnk  vv^ho  make  the  moft  fplendid  Figure  in 
each  Paridi,   would  be  of  the  Number. 

Tfis  Tax  is  propofed  by  the  Author  to 
V)c  laid  on  tb.e  fii-ft  Year  without  taking  off 
-  •  v\ithci\  in  Older  to  have  a  Fund  aforehand 
ai.a  to  pay  our  National  Debt  the  fafter,  and 
-^.^10  to  *icc  what  it  would  amount  to.  Then 
i",,  ,.r(.pr;ics,  That  all  other  Taxes  (hou Id  be 
'    '     '  abohflied 
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abolifhed  Year  by  Year,  as  this  increafes,  and 
is  found  adequate  to  fupply  their  Places. 

I  WILL  therefore  fingle  out  a  Gentleman  of 
'T'wo  Hundred  and  Fifty  Pounds  Income  by  the 
Year,  with  a  Wife  and  four  Children  :  And  I 
will  fuppofe  that  he  enters  every  Article  he 
well  can;  and  compare  that  Tax  with  the 
prefent,  in  order  to  fee  whgt  Advantages  may 
be  reaped  by  it. 

A  Gentlem.an  of  250  /.  per  Anmmiy  living 
fomething  profufely,  enters, 

/.     s.     d. 

1.  A  Service  of  China,  which  in-f 

eludes    all    other    Articles    of  I   i    1 1     3 
China         ■        j 

2.  A  Side-Board  of  Plate;  all  o-l 

ther  Plate  (except  Services)  in-  I   i    1 1     3 
eluded         . .       J 

3.  Jewels,    viz.   Necklaces   and  5 
Solitaires ;  Rings  and  Ear-Rings  >   i    1 1     3 
included         • J 

4.  A  two  wheeled  Chaife         —      i    1 1     3 

5.  A  Pack  of  Hounds ;   Grey-") 
hounds.  Guns,  Nets,  &c.    in- 1   i   1 1     3 
eluded         '  — ■       J  « 

6.  Men-Servants  in  Livery,  or  to 


wait  at  Table 


}  I    ii     3 


:> 


7.  Saddle  Horfes  1    1 1 

8.  Port,   and  all  Wines  (except! 
French)     Rum,    Brandy,    and  >    i    1 1      3 
Spirits  inchided J 

Ciirned  over  — '    iz    10     o 
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/.     s.     d. 
Brought  over  —   1 2    i  o     o 

9.  Gold  and  Silver  in  Dr^fs  (ex- 'I 
cept    on  Coats,    Hats,    Shoes,  tl' 

and  Gowns)    Silk,    and    Silk-fJ^  ^ 
Stuffs  included          ■                  j 

10.  Going    to   Plays;    all    other! 
Diverlions  included       —         j  ^ 

11.  Pidures,  Prints,^*:.        —  i    11     3 

12.  Tea,  Coffee,  and  Chocolate  i    11     3 

13.  Looking  Glaffes          ■ •  i    11     3 

14.  Playing  at  Cards         ■  i    11     3 

Total,    which    this    Gentleman") 

would  pay  for  his  Annual  Li-  >  2 1    1 7     6 

cence _       J 

Deduct  three  Pence  in  the  Pound  1 

Expences  in  colledling,  which  }»     o     5     6 

is  about         —      J 

Remains  clear  to  the  Government     21    12     o 

Whereas  a  Gentleman  of  the  fame  In- 
come, let  him  be  as  frugal  as  he  well  can, 
pays  at  prefent  for  himfelf,  his  Wife,  Children, 
and  Family,  in  Duties,  Cuftoms,  and  Excifes 
to  the  King,  and  Perquifites  to  Officers  of  the 
Cuffoms,  with  all  their  Train  of  e7iha77cing 
Confequences,  almoft  double  the  former ;  tho' 
the  neat  Produce,  which  comes  clear  to  the 
Government  is  full  one  third  lefs,  by  the  fol- 
lowing Eftimation, 

I,  The 
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/.    s. 
I.   The    Gentleman   is  charged^ 
with  the  King's  Duty,  Cuftoms 
and  Excife,   for  all    the   Salt, 
Soap,   Leather,  Candles,    (and 
perhaps  Coal)  all  the  Malt  and 
Hops  (and  perhaps  Ale,  Beer, 
Cyder  and  Perry)  all  the  Wine, 
Brandy,  Rum,  and  Spirits  j  the 
Sugar,   Raifins,  Currants,    Le-/20 
mons.  Oranges,  Tobacco  j  the  [ 
Tea,   Coffee,    and   Chocolate, 
and  other  Articles  ufed  and  con- 
fumed  by  himfelf  and  Family  : 
Which,    if  he  is  very  faving, 
perhaps    may   amount   to    no 
more  than  about        • 


d. 


2.  He  is  charged  with  the  pn'-^ 
mary  kind  of  Advances  on  each 
of  thefe  Articles,  /.  e.  The  Ad- 
vances which  the  Perfon  who 
firft  pays  the  Duty,  makes  on  V  j  q 
the  next  Buyer,  and  he  on  the 
next,  till  it  comes  to  the  Con- 
fumer,  who  muft  pay  for  all  : 
Which   at  leafl:  mull  amount 


Carried  over  —  30     o     o 


J,  He 
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s. 
o 


Q 


1. 

Brought  over  —  30 
.  *  He  is  charged  with  all 
fecondary  kind  of  Advances, 
/.  e.  The  reciprocal  Advances 
of  the  Price  of  Labour,  Provi- 
fions,  and  all  Commodities,  )io  o  a 
which  Tradefmen,  Landlords, 
and  all  People  concerned,  make 
upon  one  another. — This  muft 
at  leaft  amount  to  as  much  more^ 


} 


40 


Total  paid  at  prefent,   even  with 
good  Oeconomy       ■  _ 

But 

*  The  Nature  of  primary  and  fecondary  Advances 
may  be  beft  explained  by  an  liluftration  of  both  in  the 
fame  Trade  Suppofe  y/.  by  Trade  a  Shoemaker :  He 
buys  his  Leather  of  the  Tanner  and  Currier,  and  pays 
to  tlum  the  King's  Duty,  with  their  Advances  upon  it : 
He  charges  this  Duty,  with  the  Addition  of  their  Ad- 
vances, and  a  nexv  one  of  his  own,  upon  the  Shoes  he 
fells.  This  is  the  Nature  of  all  primary  Advances,  be 
they  multiplied  ever  fo  often.  The  Intereft  of  the  Mo- 
ney fo  paid  and  ufed  in  Trade,  as  Matters  now  ftand, 
make  it  neceflary,  that  they  fhould  be. 

But  this  is  not  all:  for  J.  finds  that  B.  C.  D.  E  F, 
G.  he.  That  is,  The  Butchers,  Brewers,  Bakers,  Far- 
mers, Cheefemongers,  Chandlers,  Grocers,  Clothiers, 
Taylors,  and  in  fhort,  all  the  Tradefmen  whom  he  deals 
with,  do  Jikewife  cliarge  him  with  their  refpe^lve  Adr, 
vanccs.  I'herefore,  as  he  has  no  Refouice  but  what 
his  (Occupation  brings  in,  he  charges  his  Shoes,  as  it  were 
again,  with  z  fecondary  Advance,  in  order  to  anfvvcr  their 
Demands.  'Ihus  the  Affair  goes  round,  ihcy  charging 
him,  and  he  them ;  till  the  Original  Price  of  each  one'g 
y  Conamo- 


i62    An    essay   on    TRADE. 

/.    s. 

But   tho*   the   Gentleman  con-v 
cerned  pays  40/.  per  Annum 
for  the  Duties  and  their  Con-  I 
fequences ,    yet    the    Original  i 
Duty  to  the  King  was  no  more  I 
than        / 

Dedu(5t  therefore  one  third  at  kail  I   ^ 
for  colledling  ^— —  S  ^ 


20     o     © 


Remains  clear  to  the  Government     13     6     8 

I  H  Av  E  here  allowed  one  third  for  colle<S- 
ing :  and  whoever  confiders  the  vaft  Expence 
which  the  Government  is  at,  efpecially  in  the 
Salt  and  Cuftoms,  will  be  apt  to  conclude,  that 
I  have  not  allowed  enough.  As  there  is  a 
Draw-back  upon  all  Salt  exported,  and  Salt  for 
the  Ufe  of  the  Fifheries ;  therefore  it  is  necef- 
iary  to  have  Sak  Officers  in  all  the  Ports  and 
Creeks  of  the  Kingdom,  to  prevent  Frauds  and 
Impofitions  upon  this  Account.  An  amazing 
Expence,  which  this  amounts  to.  And  as  ta 
the  CuftomSi   there  is  not  one  Port  in  ten 

(except 

Commodities  rs  increafcd  to  a  prodigious  imaginary  f'alne. 
It  is  therefore  no  longer  to  be  wondered  at.  That  a  Pair 
of  Shoes,  which  doth  not  p:iy  four  Pence  Duty  to  the 
King,  is  yet  enhanced  a  Shilling,  or  more  in  the  Price, 
Unce  the  Duty  laid  upon  Leather,  and  other  the  like  Ne- 
eeflaries  of  Life. — Whereas  no  fuch  thing  can  happen 
according  to  the  Nature  of  the  Scheme  here  recommend- 
ed :  AH  NccefTaries  of  Life,  being  Duty-free,  and  witl>- 
out  Advances  of-any  kind. 
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(except  the  Ports  of  Lor,don,  Briftol,  Liverpool 
tXmpton,  Hull,  Ne^caflk,  Ly^^'^J'^^^^^^ 
GlafaJ)  which  enter  Merchandize  enough 
to  defray  the  Expences  of  their  own  Officers. 
Iwhat  a  Difference  is  this,  in  companfon  to 
the  Scheme  propofed  !  In  that,  as  it  is  propp- 
ed that  each  Perfon  fhall  be  obliged  to  come 
fndttTand  pay  the  Money  withou^anv 
farther  Expence,   three  Fence  in    he  f  ouna 

tou'.d  be 'full  &ffi"««  tf  *=  Sf  %,li' 
Receiver  and  his  Clerk :    In  thu,  &x  5M«£ 
and  Ekht  Fence  will  fcarcely  fatisfy  for  the 
:  flec^lfg  of  ^-.enty  ^^^nin,.,  .-^^^^l-^' 
putinz  all  upon  an  Average.     So  that  though 
fhe  Subjea,  with  all  his  Oeconomy,  pays  an- 
nually Forty  Founds,  the  King  receives  but 
one  tlird  of  it,  vi..  Thirt.n  Founds  S.M 
Im.s  and  Eight  Fence  :   Whereas  in  the  other 
clfe   the  Subjea  would  pay  but  Twenty  One 
plund  Seventeen  Shillings  and  St.  Fence    tho 
he  appeared  in  a  much  gayer  Scene  of  Lite 
And^et  the  Government  would  receive  clear 
Tall    Charges,    f^entyOne  P^J'"dM 
Shillimu  which  is  upwards  of  one  third  more 
wShen  would  it'have  been   ^f^^l'^l 
lived  in  the  fame  Degree  of  Gmety  and  Pro 
fufenefs., 

S  u  CH  a  Scheme  therefore  as  here  propofed 
one  would   think,   ft°'^Wf  commend  itfelf. 
For   all    Perfons   in  the  Nation  wou  d  find 
their  Account  in  it  m  the  long  run,  if  *ey^ 

1        ^ 
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could  have  the  Patience  to  look  forward,  and 
were  not  fo  contraded  in  their  Views,  as  to  be 
chained  down  to  the  prefent  Advantage  of  pri- 
vate Intereft. But  what  has  been  already 

mentioned,  is  only  one  Good  Confequence,  out 
of  a  multitude  of  others  which  would  attend 
It.     For  as  it  would  render  all  things  cheaper. 
It  would  neceffarily  increafe  our  Foreign  Trade' 
enrich  our  Country,  employ  our  Poor,  increafe 
the  Stock  of  Inhabitants,  raife  the  real  Value 
of  all  our  Lands  and  Commodities,  and  de^ 
prefs  the  prefent  imaginary  and  faBifious  one  • 
As  there  would  be  nQ  Duty  upon  Importa- 
tion, It  would  invite  more  Perfons  to  engao-e 
in  Trade  j  and  prevent  the  very  Poffibility  of 
Smuggling :  As  all  Ports  would  be  open,  every 
Part  of  the  Kingdom  would  have  a  fair  and 
equal  Chance;    and  the  Sun-fhine  of  Com- 
merce and  Plenty  would  be  diiFufed  equally 
throughout :  Above  all,  It  would  be  attended 
with  two  excellent  Confequences,  which  de- 
ferve  to  be  more  particularly  noted,  as  we  have 
little  of  the  Kind  now  exifling.     Vox  fir  ft  ^   It 
vvould  be  a  moft  excellent  fumptuary  Law,  to 
give  a  Check  to  the  Luxury  and  Extravagance 
of  the  Age.     The  higheft  Article  which  a  Man 
enters  giving  the  Lead  to  all  the  reft,  would 
make  it  his  immediate  Interefl,  to  go  as  Low- 
as  poffible  :  So  that  he  w:ould  find  himfelf  un- 
der a  continual  Monitor  to  forego  his  Pleafures, 
till  he  could  better  afford  to  pay  for  them! 
His  afpiring  Vanity  would  be  checked  by  the 

Confidefa- 
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Confideration,  That  he  is  to  pay  the  more  for 
every  other  fucceeding  Article  in  ConfequencQ 
of  tlie  firft.  Secondly,  It  would  be  a  Tax, 
which  no  Man  could  complain  of,  as  it  would 
be  his  own  voluntary  Ad:  and  Deed,  to  rate 
himfelf  in  this  or  that  Clafs,  and  to  appear 
either  in  an  higher  or  a  lower  Station  of  Life. 

But  alas !   after  all,  what  can  we  expea 

from  fuch  a  World  as  this  ? The  Scheme 

before  Us  is  of  too  enlarged  and  noble  a. 
Nature,  to  be  rightly  comprehended  and  truly 
reliflied  by  narrow  and  cojitraBcd  Minds, 
It  clafhes  with  the  prefent  Inter  eft  of  too 
many  Perfons,  to  be  likely  to  fucceed.  And 
I  am  afraid,  I  may  apply  to  this  Author,  the 
Words  I  heard  in  a  Cafe  not  very  different 
from  it :  Sir,  "This  is  all  right ;  But  it  will 
?ievcr  do: It  /V  too  honest. 

However,  there  is  a  Satisfadion  in  offer- 
ing things  right  and  honefl  to  Publick  Confi- 
deration, whether  they  are  accepted,  or  not. 
It  is  a  laudable  Paffion  to  be  willing  to  do 
the  moft  extenfvue  Good.  And  there  are  not 
many  M"en,  though  many  may  be  honeft  and 
upright  in  their  private  Capacity,  who  think 
themfelves  concerned  to  be  adive  and  inde- 
fatigable in  promoting  the  Welfare  of  the 
Community.  The  Cafe  with  the  Selfifli  and 
Dcfigning  is  quite  the  reverfe  :  They  are  ever 
vigilant    and    induftrious    in   defeating  every 

Meafure, 
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Meafare,  which  is  not  calculated  for  their 
own  private  Advantage,  to  the  Detriment  of 
others.  Their  Craft  is  endangered  by  fach  a 
Syftem:  And  therefore  they  always  cry  it 
down,  and  are  zealous  in  oppofing  it. 

Thus  it  is.  That  in  moil  Contefts,  where 
the  Publick  Good  is  concerned,  a  few  kna- 
vifh  and  diihoneft  Perfons  are  an  Over-match 
by  their  Zeal  and  Adivity  for  greater  Num- 
bers, who  are  more  negligent  and  indifferent. 
Every  generous  and  difmterefted  Propofal  na- 
turally alarms  all  thofe,  who  prey  upon  the 

Publick. But  let  the  Event  be  what  it 

will,  an  honeft  Man,  who  doth  his  Duty, 
enjoys  that  Satisfaction  which  they  are  Stran-r 
gers  to. 


P    I    N    I    Sx 
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